

	MD-09 Wind Generation Dispatch in the Nodal Protocols:  The current nodal protocols call for WGRs to follow ERCOT Base Point instructions when the Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) calculation indicate they must be curtailed below their High Sustained Limit (HSL)to maintain system reliability.  The trigger to indicate that the WGR must curtail its output is when the Base Point it receives from SCED is more than 2 MW below the HSL used by SCED.  The HSL for a WGR is dependent upon wind conditions and is thus changing routinely.  The current nodal protocols call for WGRs to routinely update their HSL by real-time telemetry to ERCOT.  It became apparent that it was not possible for the WGR to know which HSL update to use.  One solution is to have SCED send out a curtailment flag to signal to the WGR when it must curtail.  While this is judged to be the best resolution for the issue it would require software changes and would not be available until after nodal go live.  In the interim, a change in the WGR telemetry procedure has been developed to insure that the WGR and SCED are using the same HSL for their trigger.  This requires a temporary software change in all of the WGRs control centers.  The process requiring all WGRs to modify their software is in progress.

	Priority
	High

	Considerations
	Policy:  None

	
	Reliability: This modified procedure maintains the synchronization between SCED and the WGRs in order to maintain reliable operations.

	
	Technical:  None

	
	Market:  None

	
	Performance/Compliance:  Clarifies the performance requirement for the WGR.

	
	Cost Allocation:  None

	Strategy
	Recommendation: Develop a nodal protocol revision to temporarily resolve the issue by changing the WGR HSL telemetry procedure.  Develop an additional nodal protocol revision, to be implemented after go live, for SCED to send a curtailment flag when needed; coordinate with other WGR related nodal revisions requiring software changes (MD-10, MD-11).

	Activities
	ERCOT (E X):  Assist in analyzing and resolving the issue.  Implement the needed changes.

	
	Market Participants (MP X):  

WGRs implement the temporary fix in their software and procedures.  Assist in analyzing and resolving the issue.

	Follow-Up
	None

	Schedule
	Nodal Protocol Revision Request 214 specifying a revised WGR HSL update process is in the approval process.

By July 2010 Submit a nodal protocol revision request requiring a change in the nodal software creating a curtailment flag when needed by SCED (coordinate with MD-10 and MD-11)












