	MD-13 – Use of State-of-the-Art Wind Forecast – An accurate wind power generation forecast is essential to the reliable and efficient integration of wind generation into the ERCOT grid.  Currently, there are several third-parties who have developed and sold wind power forecasting services.  With the large influx of new wind generation resources into the ERCOT grid, it is important for ERCOT to be able to accurately forecast wind energy production on a day-ahead up to an hour-ahead timeframe to reliably and efficiently dispatch its resources to serve load.  However, state-of-the-art forecasts require significant amounts of meteorological (site-specific and region-wide) and operating data (i.e., wind turbine availability) in order to accurately forecast energy production from wind generators.  Such data is only available from Wind Generation Resource (WGR) owners. 

	Priority
	Complete

	Considerations
	Policy:  This issue does not include any policy considerations. 

	
	Reliability:  Proper forecasting of wind generation output can impact system reliability.  This new requirement will allow ERCOT to perform its Day Ahead Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) procurement using a consistent state-of-the-art forecast of the output from WGRs rather than relying on forecasts from varying sources (i.e., individual wind farms) with varying degrees of sophistication and accuracy.   

	
	Technical:  There are some technical considerations related to the inputs necessary to populate the data required for a state-of-the art wind power production forecast. 

	
	Market:  This issue does not include any market considerations.

	
	Performance/Compliance:   This issue directly involves compliance considerations.

	
	Cost Allocation: This issue does not include any cost allocation considerations.  

	Strategy
	Recommendation: Establish a requirement in the ERCOT Protocols for a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) representing Wind Generation Resources (WGRs) to use a state-of-the-art wind production forecast provided by ERCOT in their daily resource plan submittals.

	Activities
	ERCOT (E X): Develop a state-of-the-art wind power production forecast through collaboration with a recognized forecast provider.  File a Protocol Revision Request (PRR) to establish data reporting requirements for QSEs representing WGRs to populate the state-of-the-art wind forecast model.

	
	Market Participants (MP X):  Establish processes to collect and transmit required meteorological data to ERCOT to feed into the state-of-the-art wind power production forecast.    

	Follow-Up
	None at this time.

	Schedule
	Protocol Revision Request 763 - Use of WGRPP as Planned Operating Level in Day-Ahead Resource Plan for WGRs was submitted by ERCOT staff in May of 2008 and approved by the ERCOT Board of Directors in July of 2008.


