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	Comments


CenterPoint Energy requests that the following changes be made to Nodal Operating Guide Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 028.  The current Operating Guide and the OGRR include requirements for Transmission Operators, as that term is defined in the ERCOT Operating Guides, for information that must be included in a Transmission Operator’s backup control plans.  The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) has adopted Reliability Standard EOP-008-0, Plans for Loss of Control Center Functionality, that addresses the requirements for backup control plans for the loss of the ability to use a control center.  The language contained within the Operating Guide is no longer necessary because a NERC Reliability Standard supersedes the requirements contained in the Operating Guide.

The NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers (generally the same group that is defined as Transmission Operators in the ERCOT Operating Guides) entered into a Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR) with ERCOT ISO.  Under the TOP JRO/CFR, ERCOT ISO and the Transmission Owners of local control centers are required to comply with applicable NERC Transmission Operator Reliability Standards, including EOP-008-0.  The delineation of responsibility for NERC Transmission Operator functions between the ERCOT and the NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers are specified in the TOP JRO/CFR.  The responsibilities of ERCOT-defined Transmission Operators contained in Section 3.9, Transmission Operators, of the Nodal Operating Guides creates confusion and conflict with the responsibilities of NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers specified in the TOP JRO/CFR.  To eliminate such confusion and conflict, CenterPoint Energy proposes that most of the requirements for ERCOT-defined Transmission Operators in Section 3.9 be eliminated.  However, with specific regard to backup control plans pursuant to NERC Reliability Standard EOP-008-0, the TOP JRO/CFR requires that the Transmission Owners of local control centers submit such plans to ERCOT ISO.  Therefore, the proposed changes to the Operating Guides to establish procedures for submission of the plans are useful.

CenterPoint Energy also recommends changes to the description and reasons for the revision to be consistent with its proposed amendments.
	Nodal Operating Guide Sections Requiring Revision
	3.2.1, Operating Obligations

3.9, Transmission Operators 


	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision, if any
	None.

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) proposes language changes to clarify the frequency and submittal process of back-up control plans.  In addition, this OGRR removes most requirements for ERCOT Transmission Operators, because most of these requirements are shared between ERCOT and Transmission Owners in the recently executed Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR).

	Reason for Revision
	The current language does not state the frequency and process for submittal of back-up control plans.  Also, Transmission Owners with local control centers are responsible for NERC Reliability Standards addressing these issues; therefore, the requirements contained in the OGRR are unnecessary and potentially contradict the TOP JRO/CFR addressing these issues.

	Overall Market Benefit
	This revision removes ambiguity from the Operating Guides and conflicts with the Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR) addressing responsibility for compliance with the NERC Reliability Standards.

	Overall Market Impact
	Unknown.

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.


	Revised Proposed Guide Language


3.2.1
Operating Obligations

(1)
A QSE shall maintain a 24x7 scheduling center with qualified personnel with the authority to commit and bind the QSE.  QSEs shall communicate with ERCOT for the purpose of meeting their obligations specified in the ERCOT Protocols and these Operating Guides.  Each QSE shall designate an Authorized Representative as defined in Protocol Section 2.1, Definitions.  

(2)
Each QSE shall submit to ERCOT, by March 15of each year,  a written back-up control plan to continue operation in the event the QSE’s scheduling center becomes inoperable.  Back-up control plans shall be submitted to ERCOT via secured webmail.  QSEs shall request that a secure email account be created with ERCOT by sending an email to shiftsupervisors@ercot.com.
(3)
Each back-up control plan shall be reviewed and updated annually and shall include as a minimum, the following:

(a)
Description of actions to be taken by QSE personnel to avoid placing a prolonged burden on ERCOT and other Market Participants, while operating in back-up control mode;

(b)
Description of specific functions and responsibilities to be performed to continue operations from an alternate location;

(c)
Procedures and responsibilities for maintaining basic voice communications capabilities with ERCOT; and

(d)
Procedures for back-up control function testing and the training of personnel.

(4)
As an option, the back-up control plan may include arrangements made with another Entity to provide the minimum back-up control functions in the event the QSE’s primary functions are interrupted.

(5)
For connectivity requirements for back-up sites, refer to Section 7, Telemetry and Communication.  

3.9  
Transmission Operators 


















TOs shall submit to ERCOT, by March 15 of each year, a written back-up control plan to continue operation in the event the TOs control center becomes inoperable.  Back-up control plans shall be submitted to ERCOT via secured webmail.  The TO shall request that a secure email account be created with ERCOT by sending an email to shiftsupervisors@ercot.com. 
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