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	Comments


In review of the 5/6/10 TAC Report for NPRR208, Registration and Settlement of Distributed Generation (DG) Less Than One MW, ERCOT has identified Protocol discrepancies and options for Board consideration that require resolution prior to implementation of NPRR208 as well as potential system and/or business process impacts.
Protocol Discrepancies
The removal of language from NPRR208, Section 11.4.4.3, Load Reduction for Excess Non-PhotoVoltaic Distributed Generation, has introduced an inconsistency, in NPRR208 language, between the Distribution Service Provider (DSP) meter data submittal requirements in Section 10.2.2, TSP and DSP Metered Entities, and the Resource registration requirements in Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity. 
(a)
Section 10.2.2 requires the DSP to submit meter data to ERCOT for any all-inclusive Generation Resource that delivers less than ten MW to the ERCOT System and that is connected directly to the distribution system. 
(b)
There are three exclusions in Section 10.2.2 where meter data is not required, one of which pertains to areas open to retail competition.  
(i)
The exclusion is for Distributed Renewable Generation (DRG) with a design capacity less than 50 kW interconnected to a Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) where the owner, in accordance with P.U.C. Subst. R 25.213, Metering for Distributed Renewable Generation, chooses not to have the out-flow measured.  

(c)
Since there are no other exclusions for areas open to retail competition, the inference is that all other Distributed Generation (DG) meter data in these areas must be submitted to ERCOT for use in Settlements. 

(i)
The newly introduced DG registration threshold does not require the registration of any DG below the DG registration threshold.  

(ii)
The removal of the Protocol language to allocate the non-PhotoVoltaic (PV) Generation outflows limits the Protocol mechanism for accounting for this energy outflow to:

(A)
Sites that have a provisioned Advanced Meter; or  

(B)
Sites that are registered with ERCOT as a Resource.

(d)
Section 16.5 as proposed in NPRR208 does not require the registration of DG between 50 kW and 1MW.  If a site does not have a provisioned Advanced Meter the TDSP is required to supply meter data, though there is no requirement for the DG to register in support of the Resource ID (RID) Settlement option.  

Options for Reconciliation
ERCOT provides the following language options to reconcile the differences between the TDSP requirement to provide meter data for Settlements and the exclusion from registration for DG below the DG registration threshold. Option 1 provides an exclusion from the TDSP requirement to submit this meter data to ERCOT, which eliminates ERCOT’s obligation to utilize this meter data in Settlements.  Option 2 requires the DG owner to register unless they meet the registration exclusions.

Option 1
Add language to paragraph (1)(b) of Section 10.2.2 to add another exemption for TDSP data submittal similar to the following: 
Distributed Generation equal to or below the DG registration threshold that is not metered with a provisioned Advanced Meter and where the owner has not registered with ERCOT as a Generation Resource; or
Option 2
Modify language in paragraph (1) of Section 16.5 similar to the following:  
The Resource Entity shall register each all-inclusive Resource with ERCOT through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold that is:
(a)
Interconnected to a DSP behind a registered NOIE boundary metering point; or
(b)  Metered by the DSP with a provisioned Advanced Meter; or 
(c) DRG with a design capacity less than 50kW interconnected to a TDSP where the owner, in accordance with P.U.C. Subst. R 25.213, Metering for Distributed Renewable Generation, chooses not to have the out-flow measured.
System or Business Process Impacts
ERCOT would also like to highlight potential system and/or business process impacts associated with the TAC proposed language changes.  The TAC proposed language could require ERCOT to make system changes to remove code that accounts for non- Interval Data Recorder (IDR) outflows.  ERCOT Nodal systems have been designed to include the functionality introduced by PRR756, Distributed Renewable Generation Modifications, approved by the ERCOT Board on 5/20/08.  This code will account for any out-flow energy values submitted to ERCOT for non- IDR non-PV DRG profiles.
Potential business impacts for implementing the TAC proposed language changes would be to de-activate all non-IDR non-PV DRG profile codes.  This option would require all TDSPs to transition Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) that have a non-IDR non-PV DRG Load Profile Type code to another Load Profile Type code prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date (TNMID).  Out-flows for ESI IDs would not be included in the zonal Settlement process after the date the profile code was changed in ERCOT Systems in preparation for the TNMID, unless:

(a) Sites have a provisioned Advanced Metering System (AMS) meter; or

(b) Sites are registered with ERCOT as a Resource

ERCOT requests Board input on resolving the Protocol inconsistency to ensure Nodal Protocol compliance.  Alternatively, ERCOT requests that the Board remand NPRR208 to TAC for further input in resolving the Protocol inconsistency.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


See options 1 and 2 above.
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