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ACRONYMS AND GLOSSARY

Acronyms

AEIC
Association of Edison Illuminating Companies

BUSNODEM
Business No Demand

COPS
Commercial Operations Subcommittee

CR
Competitive Retailer

DLC
Direct Load Control

EDI
Electronic Data Interchange

EPS
ERCOT Polled Settlement 

ERCOT
Electric Reliability Council of Texas

ESI ID
Electric Service Identifier

IDR
Interval Data Recorder

LPG
Load Profiling Guide

LPGRR
Load Profiling Guide Revision Request

MAD
Mean Absolute Deviation

MAPE
Mean Absolute Percent Error

MIS
Market Information System

NERC
North American Electric Reliability Corporation

NIDR
Non-Interval Data Recorder

NOAA
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NOIE
Non-Opt In Entity

NOTOU 
Non-Time-Of-Use

NWS
Non-Weather Sensitive

PUCT
Public Utility Commission of Texas

PURA
Public Utility Regulatory Act, Title II, Texas Utility Code

PWG
Profiling Working Group

QSE
Qualified Scheduling Entity

RIDR
Representative Interval Data Recorder

RMSE
Root Mean Square Error


TAC
Technical Advisory Committee

TDSP XE "TDSP" 
Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider

TOU
Time-Of-Use

UFE
Unaccounted for Energy

Glossary

Links to definitions:

A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z;

A
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Adjusted Static Models

Load Profiles that are generated from statistical models that are based on static historical load data, and adjusted for conditions of the day (e.g., weather, season, etc.)

Annual Validation

The formal process performed every year whereby ERCOT re-determines the first component of each Load Profile ID—the Load Profile Type—for Residential and Business Load Factor ESI IDs.  ERCOT then works with the TDSPs to have them update ERCOT’s databases with the resulting Profile ID changes via Texas SET transactions.
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Business (BUS)



Load Profile Group designation for non-residential ESI IDs whose service is metered.  This encompasses rate classes for business ESI IDs, in addition to other classes.
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Competitive Retailer (CR)

Municipally Owned Utility or an Electric Cooperative that offers Customer Choice and sells electric energy at retail in the restructured electric power market in Texas, or a Retail Electric Provider (REP) as defined in PUCT Subst. R. 25.5, Definitions.  

Cutover and Conversion 

Initial data transfer of TDSPs ESI ID data into the ERCOT systems.
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Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT)

A Texas nonprofit corporation that has been certified by the PUCT as the Independent Organization, as defined in §39.151 of PURA, for the ERCOT region. 

Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID)

The basic identifier assigned to each Service Delivery Point used in the registration and settlement systems managed by ERCOT or another Independent Organization.

Active ESI ID

ESI I D is presently receiving service (energized) and a REP is currently assigned to it in ERCOT’s system.

De-Energized ESI ID

ESI ID does not have a REP assigned in ERCOT’s system, but has not been retired.  An 814_16 Move-In is necessary to change to Active status.

Inactive ESI ID

ESI ID is retired and will never again receive service.

Engineering Estimated

Estimated loads based on engineering studies applied to unmetered loads to allocate energy across specified periods of time.

Entity

Any natural person, partnership, municipal corporation, cooperative corporation, association, governmental subdivision, or public or private organization.

ERCOT Board

The Board of Directors of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas.
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IDR Requirement

The kW level at which the installation of interval data recorders are required for settlement purposes as set forth in Protocols Section 18.6.1, Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Installation and Use in Settlement.

Interval Data Recorder (IDR)

Metering device that is capable of recording load usage in each Settlement Interval in accordance with Protocols Section 9, Settlement and Billing, and Protocols Section 10, Metering.
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Lagged Dynamic Profiling Methodology 

The use of an active set of load research sample sites to build an aggregated Load Profile for the sample group from actual metered usage processed after the target day. 

Load Profile

A representation of the energy usage of a group of Customers, showing the demand variation on an hourly or sub-hourly basis.

Load Profile Class

From Protocols, Section 2:  "A classification of a group of Customers having similar energy usage patterns and that are assigned the same Load Profile."  Load Profile Class is comprised of a Load Profile Group and a Load Profile Segment.  An example of a Load Profile Class:  Residential Low Winter Ratio (RESLOWR).  Load Profile Type and Load Profile Class are used interchangeably.

Load Profile Group

A high-level classification of a set of customers who have similar characteristics.  The Load Profile Groups are:  Non-Metered, Residential, and Business.  Together, the Load Profile Group and the Load Profile Segment form the Load Profile Type.

Load Profile ID

The load profile designation string that contains: 1) the Load Profile Type Code; 2) the Weather Zone Code; 3) the Meter Data Type Code; 4) the Weather Sensitivity Code; and 5) the Time-Of-Use Schedule Code.  An example of a Profile ID:  RESLOWR_FWEST_NIDR_NWS_NOTOU.

Load Profile Models 

Processes that use analytical modeling techniques to create Load Profiles.

Load Profile Type 

A classification of a group of ESI IDs having similar energy usage patterns and that are assigned the same Load Profile.

Load Profiling

The set of processes used for the development and creation of Load Profiles. 

Load Profiling Methodology

The fundamental basis on which Load Profiles are created. The implementation of a Load Profiling Methodology may require statistical Sampling, engineering methods, econometric modeling, or other approaches.

Load Profile Segment

A sub-classification of a Load Profile Group.  High Winter Ratio (HWR) is an example.  Together, the Load Profile Group and the Load Profile Segment form the Load Profile Type.  
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Market Information System (MIS)

An electronic communications interface established and maintained by ERCOT that provides a communications link to Market Participants, including secure access by and communications to individual Market Participants regarding information linked to each individual Market Participant.

Market Open

January 1, 2002

Market Participant

An Entity that engages in any activity that is in whole or in part the subject of these Protocols, regardless of whether such Entity has executed an Agreement with ERCOT.

Mean

A sample statistic or population parameter equal to the sum of all observations divided by the number of observations

Meter Data Type

The component of the load profile ID that identifies the type of meter data—either interval or non-interval—that is to be submitted to ERCOT by the TDSP and used for settlement. 

Municipally Owned Utility 

A utility owned, operated, and controlled by a municipality or by a nonprofit corporation, the directors of which are appointed by one or more municipalities. 
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Non-Metered Load or Group

Load that is not required to be metered by applicable distribution or transmission tariff.

Non-Opt In Entity (NOIE)

An Electric Cooperative or Municipally Owned Utility that does not offer Customer Choice.

North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC)

The national organization that is responsible for establishing standards and policies for reliable electric system operations and planning, or its successor. 
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Operating Guides

Guidelines approved by the ERCOT Board describing the reliability standards for ERCOT.

Opt-In Entity

A Municipally Owned Utility or Electric Cooperative opting-in to Customer Choice
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Power Factor 

The ratio of real power (kW) to the apparent power (kVa) for any given load and time.

Premise

A Service Delivery Point or combination of Service Delivery Points that are assigned a single Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) for purposes of settlement and registration.

Profile Decision Tree

The document that contains the directions for determining the Load Profile ID to be assigned to an ESI ID

Profile Type

See Load Profile Class
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Qualified Scheduling Entity

A Market Participant that is qualified by ERCOT in accordance with Protocols Section 16.2, Registration and Qualification of Qualified Scheduling Entities, to submit Balanced Schedules and Ancillary Services bids and settlement payments with ERCOT. 

R
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Representative Interval Data Recorder (RIDR)

The technique for profiling premises participating in special pricing programs which consists of implementing a statistically representative load research sample on the program population.  The sample data is then used to develop the Representative IDR (RIDR) for profiling these premises.

Residential (RES)

Load Profile Group designation for ESI IDs served within a residential rate class.

Retail Electric Provider (REP)

A person that sells electric energy to retail Customers in this state. As provided in PURA §31.002(17), a Retail Electric Provider may not own or operate generation assets. As provided in PURA §39.353(b), a Retail Electric Provider is not an Aggregator.
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Sample Design

The processes by which ERCOT determines the appropriate requirements for a sample of Customer Premises which requirements shall be used to create a Load Profile.

Sampling 

The process of selecting a subset of a population of Customers that statistically represents the entire population.

Season

Winter months are December, January, and February; Spring months are March, April, and May; Summer months are June, July, and August; Fall months are September, October, and November.

Segmentation

The process of dividing a population into a number of sub-sets, according to certain parameters, for the purpose of creating Load Profiles for sub-sets of the population.

Service Address

The street address associated with an ESI ID as recorded in the registration database.  This address shall conform to United States Postal Service Publication 28.

Service Delivery Point

The specific point on the TDSP’s system where electricity flows from the TDSP to a load.

Settlement Interval

The time period for which a Market Service is deployed and financially settled. For example, the currently defined settlement interval for the Balancing Energy Market Service is 15-minutes.
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Target Profile

The Target Profile is the best available estimated load shape for a particular proposed subgroup.  

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

A subcommittee in the ERCOT governance structure reporting to the Board of Directors as defined by the ERCOT bylaws.

Texas SET 

Protocols Section 19, Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (SET), procedures used to transmit information pertaining to the Customer registration database. Record and Data Element Definitions are provided in a data dictionary in Protocols Section 19, Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (SET).

Time-Of-Use Metering

A programmable electronic device capable of measuring and recording electric energy in pre-specified time periods.  For Load Profiling purposes Time-Of-Use Metering does not include IDRs.

Time-Of-Use Schedule

A schedule identifying the Time-Of-Use period associated with each Settlement Interval.  These schedules may include on-peak, off-peak, and shoulder periods.

Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) 

An Entity that owns or operates for compensation in this state equipment or Facilities to transmit and/or distribute electricity, and whose rates for Transmission Service, distribution service, or both is set by a Governmental Authority.
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Unaccounted for Energy (UFE)

The difference between total metered loads each Settlement Period, adjusted for applicable Distribution Losses and Transmission Losses, and total ERCOT System net generation.

Usage Month

Each Usage Month corresponds with a calendar month and is a combination of one or more Usage Periods for the purpose of applying usage and demand values in a consistent manner.

Usage Profile

See Load Profile
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Validation, Editing, Estimation of Meter Data

See Section 10, Metering
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Weather Zone

A geographic region in which climatological characteristics are similar for all areas within such region. 

Winter Ratio

The proportion of usage in winter months to usage in the FallBase and SpingBase months and is used to differentiate Residential ESI IDs.  
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