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10 EXTRACTS AND REPORTS

(1)
ERCOT provides reports and extracts to assist Market Participants (MPs) in understanding data relating to energy and Ancillary Services, market prices, retail and wholesale activity, Load Profiling, Metering, Data Aggregation, Settlements, and the market in general.  Extracts and reports provide supplemental data to allow MPs a view into ERCOT’s operational and commercial systems.  Extract data is provided in raw form to facilitate loading of data into a database.  Reports are in a formatted presentation which facilitates stand-alone reading.  
(2)
As a service to the market, ERCOT publishes guides regarding the use of data extracts and applications on the public MIS, which is located at http://www.ercot.com/services/userguides/index.html.  In order to better relay available information, a summary document of extracts and reports is maintained by ERCOT and the Data Extracts Working Group.  This document, the Extract and Report Matrix, is available at http://www.ercot.com/committees/board/tac/cops/dewg/index.html. Market Participants interested in scheduling extracts and reports should contact their ERCOT Account Manager to receive information on how to use the ERCOT Extract Scheduler on Texas Market Link (TML).
10.1
Delivery Point
Each report or extract is delivered via one or more delivery points:

(1)
Texas Market Link (TML) – When information being provided is private and protected, reports and extracts are generally delivered via the TML.  The TML is available to registered MPs, ERCOT and the PUCT.  A Digital Certificate is required for each user of the TML, and is used to secure private information for MPs and to identify users to ERCOT.  Digital Certificates may be obtained from the User Security Administrator (USA) for each MP.
(2)
ERCOT.com – ERCOT.com is the standard delivery point for public information.  Most public reports and extracts are also available through the TML.
(3)
File Transfer Protocol (FTP) – A MP FTP site may be established to receive large reports.  This point of delivery is used for the 867_03 Activity Report.  ERCOT Retail Client Services has information regarding this delivery point.  

(4)
Application Programmatic Interface (API) – A published specification intended to support automated interaction of systems between Market Participants and ERCOT.

(5)
Email – Email is not a standard delivery point and is typically only used for ad hoc report or historical extract requests that are no longer available on TML. 

10.2 
Type of Delivery Element 

The data extracts provided by ERCOT are composed of two elements.  

(1)
The first is a Data Definition Language (DDL) file, which contains the Structured Query Language (SQL) scripts necessary to build database tables designed to hold the extracted data.
(2)
The second element of a data extract comprises the data itself.  The data is provided in a Comma Separated Value (CSV) format.  A CSV file or set of CSV files is zipped to reduce the overall size of the delivered object and posted to the appropriate delivery location.  Once retrieved, the files can be extracted from the Zip file and loaded into the MP’s database.  Two common forms of extracts are as follows:  

(a)
Initial – An initial extract contains data that is relatively static.  In other words, this data is required for the MP’s database to function properly, but the data does not change on a daily basis.  As the name implies, the initial data must be used to initialize a new database before any other data can be loaded.  When extracts are delivered for the first time, there is usually an initial file containing multiple days of data to bring each MP up to a specific point in time, after which they will begin receiving daily extract files.

(b)
Daily – A daily extract contains mostly transactional data that does change on a daily basis.  As new dimensional data is added to ERCOT’s systems, such as new billing determinants or new congestion management zones, these public records are also provided to MPs through the daily extract.
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