PRS Report


	NPRR Number
	209
	NPRR Title
	Data Posting Changes to Comply with P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	April 22, 2010

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon the Nodal Protocol Transition Plan’s Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date, as prescribed by zonal Protocol Section 21.12, Process for Transition to Nodal Market Protocol Sections.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information 

6.5.7.1.13, Data Inputs and Outputs for the Real-Time Sequence and SCED

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) removes a requirement to post certain State Estimator information that can be used to determine Resource status, which is confidential information as per Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) rules.

	Reason for Revision
	State Estimator data includes transmission and transformer flow information as identified in paragraphs (4)(b) and (4)(d) of Section 6.5.7.1.13.  Because transmission and transformer flow data at generation-only busses reflects generation output, disclosure of this information would make it possible to determine Resource Status information in Real-Time.   Resource Status information has consistently been considered competitively sensitive information in the competitive market and cannot be posted until 60 days after the Operating Day.  See subsection (f)(3)(B)(iii) of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region.

During the initial phases of Nodal Market testing, NRG Texas noticed that the posting of certain transmission information every hour, as required by paragraphs (4)(b) and (d) of Section 6.5.7.1.13, allows Market Participants to determine the actual output of Resources on the system.  NRG Texas and Calpine filed comments and a proposed amendment to address this issue via NPRR202, Clarification of Network Operations Model and State Estimator Postings, which restricted other information in the Network Operations Model from being publicly posted.  The proposed amendment was rejected, due in part to concerns that attempting to modify NPRR202 could hold up its implementation.  Because NRG Texas and Calpine agreed that the majority of NPRR202 is acceptable and neither Entity wished to hold up progress on NPRR202, they chose not to appeal the rejection of the proposed amendment.  Instead, NPRR209 addresses the specific issues that are of concern to NRG Texas and Calpine.
PUCT Subst. R. 25.505(f)(3)(B) states: “Two months after the start of operation of the market under a nodal market design: 

(i) 
Offer curves (prices and quantities) for each type of ancillary service and for energy at each settlement point in the real-time market, shall be posted 60 days after the day for which the information is accumulated except that, for the highest-priced offer selected or dispatched for each interval on an ERCOT-wide basis, ERCOT shall post the offer price and the name of the entity submitting the offer 48 hours after the day for which the information is accumulated. 

(ii) 
If the MCPE or the MCPC exceeds the event trigger during any interval, the portion of every market participant’s price-quantity offer pairs for balancing energy service and each other ancillary service that is at or above the event trigger for that service and that interval shall be posted seven (7) days after the day for which the offer is submitted.

(iii) 
Other resource-specific information, as well as self-arranged energy and ancillary capacity services, and actual resource output, for each type of service and for each resource at each settlement point shall be posted 60 days after the day for which the information is accumulated.” (emphasis added)

If Resource Status information is available in Real-Time, in addition to being contrary to the PUCT rule, availability of this data may provide gaming opportunities.  For example, the availability of such data may allow other generation owners to know when generation is not available in a certain area and raise their offer prices accordingly.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Required to comply with PUCT rules and preserves the confidentiality of competitively sensitive information.

	Overall Market Impact
	Required to comply with PUCT rules.

	Consumer Impact
	Protection from possible gaming by Resource owners.  If the data is posted, Resource Entities will know the Resource Status of their competitors, which could lead to modified bidding behavior.

	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR209 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 2/5/10, NPRR209 and a CEO Revision Request Review were posted.
· On 2/15/10, Luminant Energy comments were posted.

· On 2/18/10, PRS considered NPRR209.

· On 3/25/10, PUCT Staff comments were posted.

· On 3/25/10, PRS again considered NPRR209.

· On 4/14/10, an Impact Analysis was posted.

· On 4/21/10, LCRA and Garland Power comments were posted.

· On 4/21/10, a second set of Luminant Energy comments were posted.

· On 4/22/10, PRS considered the 3/25/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR209.

	PRS Decision 
	On 2/18/10, the motion to recommend approval of NPRR209 as submitted failed via roll call vote.  PRS then voted to table NPRR209.  There were two abstentions from the Cooperative and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the votes.
On 3/25/10, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR209 as submitted.  The motion passed via roll call vote.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 4/21/10, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 3/25/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR209 to TAC.  The motion passed via roll call vote.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 2/18/10, participants discussed whether Section 6.5.7.1.13 as currently worded conflicts with P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505 and whether stakeholder consideration of NPRR209 should continue without an opinion from the PUCT.  PUCT Staff indicated that it was currently conducting a legal analysis of this issue and agreed to report back when more information was available.  Participants also discussed, assuming there is no conflict, whether the transmission and transformer flow information should be protected or publicly available.  Some participants opined that access to this information is key to making sound, informed business decisions and promotes broad participation in the monitoring of market activity to protect against manipulation.  Other participants noted that other markets that use Locational Marginal Pricing do not make this type of information public, and that under the Nodal Market, an independent external party will most likely audit the Locational Marginal Pricing function.
On 3/25/10, there was discussion regarding the 03/25/10 PUCT Staff comments and that it would be a violation of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505 to post transmission and transformer flow information since it could be used to determine the actual output of the Resources on the system.  Some Market Participants were concerned that the opinion given by the 3/25/10 PUCT Staff comments was not necessarily the opinion of the PUCT Commissioners and that this information was needed for market transparency. 
On 4/22/10, the 3/25/10 PUCT Staff comments were discussed.  PUCT Staff stated there is a conflict between P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505 and the Protocols that needs to be addressed due to the disclosure of data that could lead to the calculation of Protected Information.  Some Market Participants were concerned with the overreaching nature of NPRR209 that could lead to the hindrance of transparency in the Nodal market and recommended that it be rejected.      


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits
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	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	Needed for compliance with Commission rules. 
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	May prevent gaming opportunities.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Adrian Pieniazek

Randy Jones

	E-mail Address
	adrian.pieniazek@nrgenergy.com
rajones@calpine.com

	Company
	NRG Texas

Calpine

	Phone Number
	(512) 473-8895 (Adrian)

(713) 830-8846 (Randy)

	Cell Number
	(512) 844-9888 (Adrian)

(832) 385-3322 (Randy)

	Market Segment
	Independent Generator


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sandra Tindall

	E-Mail Address
	stindall@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-3867


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Luminant Energy 021510
	Recommended rejection of NPRR209.

	PUCT Staff 032510

	Stated that the current Section 6.5.7.1.13, requires the release of information that could be used to determine the actual output of Resources on the system which is in violation of PUC Subst. R. 25.505(f)(3)(B).  However, NPRR209 may also eliminate the disclosure of other information not prohibited by PUC Subst. R. 25.505(f)(3)(B).

	LCRA and Garland Power 042110
	Recommended that NPRR209 be rejected.

	Luminant Energy Company LLC 042110
	Supported the 4/21/10 LCRA and Garland Power comments and recommendation that NPRR209 be rejected. 


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.3.1.1
Items Considered Protected Information 

Subject to the exclusions set out in Section 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information, and in Section 3.2.5, Publication of Resource and Load Information, “Protected Information” is information containing or revealing any of the following:

(a)
Base Points, as calculated by ERCOT.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire seven days after the applicable Operating Day.

(b)
Bids, offers, or pricing information identifiable to a specific Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) or Resource.  The Protected Information status of part of this information shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day, as follows:

(i)
Ancillary Service Offers by Operating Hour for each Resource for all Ancillary Services submitted for the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) or any Supplemental Ancillary Services Market (SASM);
(ii)
The quantity of Ancillary Service offered by Operating Hour for each Resource for all Ancillary Service submitted for the DAM or any SASM; and
(iii)
Energy Offer Curve prices and quantities for each Settlement Interval by Resource.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire within seven days after the applicable Operating Day if required to be posted as part of paragraph (5) of Section 3.2.5 and within two days after the applicable Operating Day if required to be posted as part of paragraph (6) of Section 3.2.5. 

(c)
Status of Resources, including Outages, limitations, or scheduled or metered Resource data.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(d)
Current Operating Plans (COPs).  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(e)
Ancillary Service Trades, Energy Trades, and Capacity Trades identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 180 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(f)
Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(g)
Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource, except for Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) commitments and decommitments as provided in Section 5.5.3, Communication of RUC Commitments and Decommitments.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 180 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(h)
Raw and Adjusted Metered Load (AML) data (demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE, Load Serving Entity (LSE), or Customer.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 180 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(i)
Settlement Statements and Invoices identifiable to a specific QSE.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 180 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(j)
Number of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) identifiable to a specific LSE.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire 365 days after the applicable Operating Day.

(k)
Information related to generation interconnection requests, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire when the generation interconnection agreement is executed or a financial arrangement for transmission construction is completed with a Transmission Service Provider (TSP).

(l)
Resource-specific costs, design and engineering data;

(m)
Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) credit limits, the identity of bidders in a CRR Auction, or other bidding information identifiable to a specific CRR Account Holder.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire as follows: 

(i)
The Protected Information status of the identities of CRR bidders that become CRR Owners and the number and type of CRRs that they each own shall expire at the end of the CRR Auction in which the CRRs were first sold; 

(ii)
The Protected Information status of all other CRR information identified above in paragraph (m) shall expire six months after the end of the year in which the CRR was effective.

(n)
Renewable Energy Credit (REC) account balances.  The Protected Information status of this information shall expire three years after the REC Settlement period ends.

(o)
Credit limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(p)
Any information that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information: 

(i)
Submitted to or collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(ii) 
Provided to ERCOT in support of a Reliability Must-Run (RMR) application under Section 3.14.1, Reliability Must Run;

(q)
Any information compiled by a Market Participant on a Customer that in the normal course of a Market Participant’s business that makes possible the identification of any individual Customer by matching such information with the Customer’s name, address, account number, type of classification service, historical electricity usage, expected patterns of use, types of facilities used in providing service, individual contract terms and conditions, price, current charges, billing record, or any other information that a Customer has expressly requested not be disclosed (“Proprietary Customer Information”) unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of that information in a manner approved by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  Information that is redacted or organized in such a way as to make it impossible to identify the Customer to whom the information relates does not constitute Proprietary Customer Information;

(r)
Any software, products of software, or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(s)
QSE, TSP, and Distribution Service Provider (DSP) backup plans collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents;

(t)
Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) information provided to a TSP or DSP under Section 4.4.4, DC Tie Schedules; 

(u)
Any Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (TX SET) transaction submitted by an LSE to ERCOT or received by an LSE from ERCOT.  This paragraph does not apply to ERCOT’s compliance with: 

(i)
PUCT Substantive Rules on performance measure reporting; 

(ii)
These Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(iii)
Any Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)-approved reporting requirements;

(v)
Mothballed Generation Resource updates and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 3.14.1.9, Mothballed Generation Resource Time to Service Updates;

(w)
For purposes of capacity demand reserve reporting, the unavailability of Switchable Generation Resources to the ERCOT System and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) of Section 16.5.4, Maintaining and Updating Resource Entity Information, except for reporting the aggregate capacity or except as may be required by Section 3.2.5;

(x)
Information provided by Entities under Section 10.3.2.4, Reporting of Net Generation Capacity;

(y)
Alternative fuel reserve capability and firm gas availability information submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice, Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, and Section 6.5.9.3.3, Watch, and as defined by the Operating Guides; 
(z)
Non-public financial information provided by a Counter-Party to ERCOT pursuant to meeting its credit qualification requirements as well as the QSE’s form of credit support. 
(aa)
Transmission flows and voltages from the State Estimator.  The Protected Information status of this information, except for transmission flows and voltages for Private Use Networks, shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day; or

(ab)
Transformer flows, voltages and tap position from the State Estimator.  The Protected Information status of this information, except for transformer flows, voltages and tap position for Private Use Networks, shall expire 60 days after the applicable Operating Day.
6.5.7.1.13
Data Inputs and Outputs for the Real-Time Sequence and SCED

(1)
Inputs:  The following information must be provided as inputs to the Real-Time Sequence and SCED.  ERCOT may require additional information as required, including:

(a)
Real-Time data from TSPs including status indication for each point if that data element is stale for more than 20 seconds;

(i)
Transmission Electrical Bus voltages;

(ii)
MW and MVAr pairs for all transmission lines, transformers, and reactors;

(iii)
Actual breaker and switch status for all modeled devices; and

(iv)
Tap position for auto-transformers;

(b)
State Estimator results (MW and MVAr pairs and calculated MVA) for all modeled Transmission Elements;

(c)
Logic equations to determine the in- or out-of-service state of a transmission line or transformer;

(d)
Transmission Element ratings from TSPs;

(i)
Data from the Network Operations Model:

(A)
Transmission lines – Normal, Emergency, and 15-Minute Ratings (MVA); and

(B)
Transformers and Auto-transformers – Normal, Emergency, and 15-Minute Ratings (MVA) and tap position limits;

(ii)
Data from QSEs:

(A)
Generator step-up transformers tap position;

(B)
Resource HSL (from telemetry); and

(C)
Resource LSL (from telemetry); and

(e)
Real-Time weather, from WGRs, and where available from TSPs or other sources.  ERCOT may elect to obtain other sources of weather data and may utilize such information to calculate the dynamic limit of any Transmission Element.

(2)
ERCOT shall validate the inputs of the Resource Limit Calculator as follows:

(a)
The calculated SURAMP and SDRAMP are each greater than or equal to zero; and

(b)
Other provision specified under Section 3.18, Resource Limits in Providing Ancillary Service.

(3)
Outputs for ERCOT Operator information and possible action include:

(a)
Operator notification of any change in status of any breaker or switch;

(b)
Lists of all breakers and switches not in their normal position;

(c)
Result of logic equation calculation of the in and out status of transmission lines and transformers;

(d)
Operator notification of all Transmission Element overloads detected from telemetered or State-Estimated data;

(e)
Operator notification of all Transmission Element security violations; and

(f)
Operator summary displays:

(i)
Transmission system status changes;

(ii)
Overloads;

(iii) 
System security violations; and

(iv)
Base Points.

(4)
Every hour, ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area the following information:

(a)
Status of all breakers and switches used in the NSA except breakers and switches connecting Resources to the ERCOT Transmission Grid;


(b)
Individual transmission Load on Electrical Buses, sum of the Load on each Electrical Bus in each Load Zone, and total Load on Electrical Buses in the ERCOT System, the sum of ERCOT generation, and flow on the DC Ties, all from the State Estimator;


(c)
All binding transmission constraints and the contingency or overloaded element pairs that caused such constraint;

(d)
All Shadow Prices on binding transmission constraints; and

(e)
The 15-minute average of Loads on the Electrical Buses from State Estimator results.
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