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	Comments


CenterPoint Energy requests that the following changes be made to Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) 233.  The current Operating Guide and the OGRR include requirements for Transmission Operators, as that term is defined in the ERCOT Operating Guides, for information that must be included in a Transmission Operator’s backup control plans.  The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) has adopted Reliability Standard EOP-008-0, Plans for Loss of Control Center Functionality that addresses the requirements for backup control plans for the loss of the ability to use a control center.  The language contained within the Operating Guide is no longer necessary because a NERC Reliability Standard supersedes the requirements contained in the Operating Guide.
The NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers (generally the same group that is defined as Transmission Operators in the ERCOT Operating Guides) entered into a Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR) with ERCOT ISO.  Under the TOP JRO/CFR, ERCOT ISO and the Transmission Owners of local control centers are required to comply with applicable NERC Transmission Operator Reliability Standards, including EOP-008-0.  The delineation of responsibility for NERC Transmission Operator functions between the ERCOT and the NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers are specified in the TOP JRO/CFR.  The responsibilities of ERCOT-defined Transmission Operators contained in Section 1.7.3, Transmission Operator, of the Operating Guides creates confusion and conflict with the responsibilities of NERC-registered Transmission Owners with local control centers specified in the TOP JRO/CFR.  To eliminate such confusion and conflict, CenterPoint Energy proposes that most of the requirements for ERCOT-defined Transmission Operators in Section 1.7.3 be eliminated.  However, with specific regard to backup control plans pursuant to NERC Reliability Standard EOP-008-0, the TOP JRO/CFR requires that the Transmission Owners of local control centers submit such plans to ERCOT ISO.  Therefore, the proposed changes to the Operating Guides to establish procedures for submission of the plans are useful.

CenterPoint Energy also recommends changes to the description and reasons for the revision to be consistent with its proposed amendments.
	Operating Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	1.7.3, Transmission Operator (TO)

3.1.3.1, Operating Obligations

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision, if any
	None.

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Revision Description
	This Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) proposes language changes to clarify the frequency and submittal process of backup control plans.  In addition, this OGRR removes most requirements for ERCOT Transmission Operators, because most of these requirements are shared between ERCOT and Transmission Owners in the recently executed Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR).

	Reason for Revision
	The current language does not state the frequency and process for submittal of backup control plans.  Also, Transmission Owners with local control centers are responsible for NERC Reliability Standards addressing these issues; therefore, the requirements contained in the OGRR are unnecessary and potentially contradict the TOP JRO/CFR addressing these issues.

	Overall Market Benefit
	This revision removes ambiguity from the Operating Guides and conflicts with the Joint Registration Organization/Coordinated Functional Registration Agreement for the NERC Transmission Operator Function (TOP JRO/CFR) addressing responsibility for compliance with the NERC Reliability Standards.

	Overall Market Impact
	Unknown

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.


	Revised Proposed Guide Language Revision


1.7.3
Transmission Operator (TO)
Transmission Operators (TOs) with local control centers are the subset of Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) or Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) that is charged with continuous communication (24x7 basis) with ERCOT and carrying out Dispatch Instructions directly or on behalf of represented TDSPs.  Each TSP or TDSP will designate either itself or another TSP or TDSP to perform the functions of a TO. 








TOs shall submit to ERCOT, by March 15 of each year, a written backup control plan to continue operation in the event the TO’s control center becomes inoperable.  Backup control plans shall be submitted to ERCOT via secured webmail.  The TO shall request that a secure email account be created with ERCOT by sending an email to  shiftsupervisors@ercot.com. 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

3.1.3.1
Operating Obligations

Reference:  Protocol Section 4.3.4, Operations of the Qualified Scheduling Entity 

Scheduling Center Requirement.  A QSE shall maintain a 24-hour, seven-day-per-week scheduling center with qualified personnel for the purposes of communicating with ERCOT for scheduling purposes and for deploying the QSE’s Ancillary Services in Real Time. 

QSE Representative.  Each QSE shall, for the duration of the Scheduling Process and settlement period for which the QSE has submitted schedules to ERCOT, designate a representative who shall be responsible for operational communications and who shall have sufficient authority to commit and bind the QSE. 

A QSE shall maintain a 24x7 scheduling center with qualified personnel for the purposes of communicating with ERCOT for scheduling purposes and for deploying the QSE’s Ancillary Services in Real Time.  Each QSE shall submit to ERCOT, by March 15 of each year, a written backup control plan to continue operation in the event the QSE’s scheduling center becomes inoperable.  Backup control plans shall be submitted to ERCOT via secured webmail.  QSEs shall request that a secure email account be created with ERCOT by sending an email to shiftsupervisors@ercot.com.
Each backup control plan shall be reviewed and updated annually and shall meet the following minimum requirements:
a. Description of actions to be taken by QSE personnel to avoid placing a prolonged burden on ERCOT and other Market Participants.
b. Description of specific functions and responsibilities to be performed to continue operations from an alternate location.
c. Includes pProcedures and responsibilities for maintaining basic voice communications capabilities with ERCOT.
d. Includes pProcedures for backup control function testing and the training of personnel.
As an option, the backup control plan may include arrangements made with another Entity to provide the minimum backup control functions in the event the QSE’s primary functions are interrupted.
Each QSE shall, for the duration of the Scheduling Process and settlement period for which the QSE has submitted schedules to ERCOT, designate an individual who shall be responsible for operational communications and who shall have sufficient authority to commit and bind the QSE. 
For connectivity requirements for backup sites, refer to Section 8.3.1.1, QSE Use of Domain Name Service (DNS) or ERCOT Web-Based Front Page for Site Failover.
Reference:  Protocol Section 6.5.1.1, Requirement for Operating Period Data for System Reliability and Ancillary Service Provision

Operating Period data will be used by ERCOT to monitor the reliability of the ERCOT System in Real Time, monitor compliance with Ancillary Service Obligations, perform historical analysis, and predict the short-term reliability of the ERCOT System using network analysis software.  Each TDSP, at its own expense, may obtain such Operating Period data from ERCOT or from QSEs.

(1)
A QSE representing a Generation Entity that has Generation Resources connected to a TDSP shall provide the following Real Time data to ERCOT for each individual generating unit at a Generation Resource plant location and ERCOT will make the data available to the Generation Resource’s host TDSP (at TDSP expense):

(a)
Gross and net real power, or 


Gross real power at the generator terminal and unit auxiliary load real power, or 


Net real power at the EPS meter and unit auxiliary load real power.

(b)
Gross reactive power at the generator terminal  
(c)
Status of switching devices in the plant switchyard not monitored by the TDSP affecting flows on the ERCOT System;

(d)
Frequency Bias of Portfolio Generation Resources under QSE operation;

(e)
Any data mutually agreed by ERCOT and the QSE to adequately manage system reliability and monitor Ancillary Service Obligations;

(f)
Generator breaker status;

(g)
High Operating Limit; and

(h)
Low Operating Limit.

	[PRR590:  Add items (i) and (j) upon system implementation:]

(i)
AGC status; and

(j)
Ramp rate.


	[PRR307:  Revise Section 6.5.1.1(1) and 6.5.1.1(1)(f) as follows when system change implemented.]

(1)
A QSE representing a Generation Entity or a Competitive Retailer that has Resources connected to a TDSP shall provide the following Real Time data to ERCOT for each individual generating unit or LaaR capable of controllably reducing or increasing consumption under Dispatch control (similar to AGC) and that immediately respond proportionally to frequency changes (similar to generator governor action) at a Resource plant location and ERCOT will make the data available to the Resource’s host TDSP (at TDSP expense):

 (f)
Resource breaker status;


	[PRR590:  Add paragraph (2) and renumber subsequent paragraphs upon system implementation:]

(2)
A QSE representing Uncontrollable Renewable Resources is exempt from the requirements of Section 6.5.1.1(1)(i) and (j).


(2)
Any QSE providing Responsive Reserve and/or Regulation must provide for communications equipment to receive ERCOT telemetered control deployments of service power.

(3)
Any QSE providing Regulation Service must provide appropriate Real Time feedback signals to report the control actions allocated to the QSEs Resources.

(4)
Any QSE that represents a provider of Responsive Reserve, Non-Spinning Reserve, or Replacement Reserve using interruptible Load as a Resource shall provide separate telemetry of the real power consumption of each interruptible Load providing the above Ancillary Services, the LaaR response to Dispatch Instructions for each LaaR, and the status of the breaker controlling that interruptible Load.  If interruptible Load is used as a Responsive Reserve Resource, the status of the high-set under frequency relay will also be telemetered. 

(5)
Any QSE that represents a qualified provider of Balancing Up Load (BUL) need not provide telemetry but rather shall provide an estimate in Real Time representing the real power interrupted in response to the deployment of Balancing Up Load.

(6)
Real Time data for reliability purposes must be accurate to within three percent (3%).  This telemetry may be provided from relaying accuracy instrumentation transformers.

	[PRR590:  Add paragraph (7) upon system implementation:]

(7)
A QSE representing a combined cycle plant may aggregate the AGC and ramp rate SCADA points for the individual units at a plant location into two distinct SCADA points (AGC and ramp rate) if the plant is configured to operate as such, i.e. gas turbine(s) and steam turbine(s) are controlled in aggregate from an AGC perspective.
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