	SO-20  Dynamic Transmission Line Ratings:  Evaluate cost and benefits of using dynamic transmission line ratings in ERCOT’s planning processes to allow more efficient use of transmission lines serving wind farms.

	Priority
	Completed, low.

	Considerations
	Policy:  No policy considerations.

	
	Reliability:  No reliability considerations.

	
	Technical:  It is more complicated to use dynamic ratings in both Planning and Operating studies.  There has to be a link between the varying conditions (ambient temperature, perpendicular wind speed component, line tension) and the dynamic ratings themselves.

	
	Market:  The market consideration is that line ratings can go either up or down from the base case limits depending on conditions.  The hope is that dynamic ratings are likely to be higher than static ratings when the weather is especially windy.

	
	Performance/Compliance:  No performance or compliance considerations.

	
	Cost Allocation:  No cost allocation issues.

	Strategy
	Use dynamic ratings whenever they are higher than static ratings for all lines between the windfarms and the bulk of ERCOT load. 
Recommendation:  RPG agreed to consider dynamic line rating solutions to congestion problems. 

	Activities
	ERCOT (E 1):  ERCOT Operators will use dynamic ratings as they are provided by the TSPs.
ERCOT (E 2):  ERCOT Planners will manually adjust line ratings as appropriate in base cases when doing studies near transmission lines with line tension monitors.

	
	Market Participants (MP 1):  TSPs with line tension monitors will send dynamic line ratings to ERCOT via SCADA

Market Participants (MP 2):  TSPs with dynamic ratings based on ambient temperatures will send them to ERCOT via SCADA.

	Follow-Up
	RPG will consider dynamic line rating solutions to congestion problems as projects are proposed.

	Schedule
	RPG agreed to WOTF’s request in July 2008.


