
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Attendance

Members:

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Calzada, Gricelda
	AEP Texas
	Alt. for Cary Reed

	Crabb, Timothy
	City of College Station
	

	Crabtree, Chris
	Stream Energy
	

	Fohn, Lynda
	Fulcrum Retail Energy
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Hutchison, Grant
	SUEZ
	

	Lopez, Joe
	HEB Grocery Co., LP
	

	Marsh, Tony
	MAMO Enterprises
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Cooperative
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Patsel, Dawn
	First Choice Power
	

	Register, Kean
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	


No proxies were assigned.
Guests:

	Beasley, Richard
	Centerpoint Energy
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Burke, Allan
	TNMP
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Delgado, Edward
	GEXA
	

	Echols, Ed
	Oncor
	

	Godines, Grace
	PUCT
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Jones, Monica
	Reliant
	

	Kelly-Diaz, Elaine
	Austin Energy
	

	Landry, Jonathan
	Gexa Energy
	

	Laughlin, Doug
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Lee, Jim
	Direct Energy
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Roberston, Johnny
	TXU Energy
	

	Wendt, Del
	Oncor
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	

	Day, Heather
	
	

	Farley, Karen
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Munson, Susan
	
	

	Seibert, Dave
	
	

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	

	Tucker, Don
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Kyle Patrick called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m., and reviewed designated alternative representatives and assigned proxies.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Patrick read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  

Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Patrick noted that there were no items scheduled for a vote at this meeting, and that there were no changes to the agenda.

Approval of the Draft RMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

Chris Brewster moved to approve the draft February 10, 2010 RMS meeting minutes as posted.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Antitrust Training

Dave Seibert provided antitrust training.       
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Reports (see Key Documents)
Mr. Patrick reviewed highlights of the February 4, 2010 TAC meeting and noted discussions held at the February 5, 2010 TAC leadership retreat.  He noted that TAC tabled Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 207, Hour Start Unit De-selection and Half-Hour Start Unit Reliability Commitment (RUC) Clawback.  He advised that TAC approved the following Revision Requests:

· Protocol Revision Request (PRR) 841, Revise Total ERCOT Wind Power Forecast (TEWPF) 

· NPRR169, Clarify the Calculation and Posting of Locational Marginal Prices (LMPs) for the Load Zone and LMPs for each Hub
· NPRR156, Transparency for Power System Stabilizer (PSS) and Full Interconnection Studies 

· NPRR203, Amend Telemetry Bus Accuracy Requirements 

· NPRR204, Update Generic Start-up Cost for Reciprocating Engines 

Nodal Report
Mr. Patrick noted that during testing, market prices were in the appropriate range and that Nodal systems are operating 24 hours a day, seven days a week with constant monitoring.  He stated that ERCOT will initiate a period of validation for Locational Marginal Prices (LMPs), and that ERCOT requests that those eligible participate in Market Trials.  Mr. Patrick noted that TAC requested that subcommittees review the Guiding Principles of the Nodal Market presented at the March 4, 2010 TAC Meeting and that any comments be presented at the May 6, 2010 TAC Meeting.     
Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Communication Working Group (CCWG) Report
Mr. Patrick stated that he and Kathy Scott participated in the CCWG Workshop to modify COPS Market Guide Section 5, Market Notice Communication Process, and Appendix A, Market Notice Communication Process.  
Debbie McKeever related that COPS approved Load Profiling Guide Revision Request (LPGRR) 036, Delete Document Control Section. She noted that Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds are now available at ERCOT.com. She noted that the Profiling Working Group (PWG) and the Settlement and Extracts Working Group (SEWG) will be combined into a single working group to focus on the Nodal Program and Nodal Settlement Algorithms and progress on the Nodal dispute resolution process.            
Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
Non opt-in Entity Distributed Renewable Generation Settlements Task Force (NOIE DRG) 

Don Tucker observed NOIE DRG continues to work on a draft Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) and a corresponding Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR).  Mr. Tucker stated that he intends to submit the RMGRR for review by the Profiling Working Group, and then to RMS for consideration in April 2010.       
MarkeTrak Task Force (MTTF)
Jonathan Landry reported that MTTF met on March 2, 2010.  He observed that the task force reviewed System Change Request (SCR) 756, Enhancements to the MarkeTrak Application, and that he will present it to the April RMS for a possible vote.  Mr. J. Landry commented that task force members worked with ERCOT personnel to establish recommendations for 2010 Service Level Agreement (SLA) benchmarks and response times for the MarkeTrak tool.  He noted that they discussed possible solutions for resolving system slowdown by reducing auto-logoff time, and changing default reports.
Market Advanced Readings and Settlements Task Force (MARS TF)
Ms. Scott reported that MARS TF had discussed the Interim Settlement Solution, that stabilization would be complete on March 19, 2010, and that the project was on track to be complete May 21, 2010.  She noted that the next steps for the MARS TF include continued participation in the Advance Metering Implementation Team (AMIT) workshops; that the next long term deliverables for the MARS TF would come from AMIT Project 8, Long Term Settlement Solution; that at the next MARS TF meeting members would document lessons learned from AMIT Project 3, AMS Interim Settlement Solution, and close out any outstanding action items related to Project 3; and that members would also discuss adjustments to the MARS TF scope statement to include AMIT Project 8.  Market Participants inquired as to whether AMIT meetings could be posted to the ERCOT calendar.  Mr. Patrick noted that this might overcrowd the ERCOT calendar and suggested that Market Participants consider a separate calendar focused on Market Participant activities.                    
Market Improvement and Transformation Task Force (MITTF)
Rob Bevill reported that at the February 25, 2010 MITTF meeting there was discussion of changing the name of the group to the Retail Advanced Metering Process (RAMP) Task Force so as to more readily identify its scope.  Mr. Patrick approved the name change and agreed that it appropriately described the task force.  Mr. Bevill noted that a rule regarding the disconnection of electric service for non-payment that was up for Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) consideration includes MITTF recommendations.  He noted that MITTF also discussed moves of electric service and the switching of service providers.  Mr. Bevill stated that some debate surrounded MITTF’s scope and that no further meetings will be scheduled until AMIT meets again on April 19, 2010 and provides a more defined charge for the task force.                   
Texas Standard Electric Transaction Working Group (TX SET)
Jennifer Frederick noted that TX SET continues to look for a long term solution for the bulk transfer of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) obtained through corporate acquisition.  Ms. Frederick stated that the group is examining processes to provide a safety net during transfers and to deal with extended outages.  She observed that TX SET’s next meeting will be March 23, 2010.  

Meter Tampering Task Force (MTTF)
Michael Matlock observed that the Meter Tampering Task Force has not recently met and that the next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2010.  Mr. Patrick opined that the timeline for review of the Meter Tampering Task Force deliverables will be short and that RMS members should be prepared for potential votes on urgency.      
Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)
Johnny Robertson reviewed recent TDTWG activities noting that the group examined ERCOT system outages and failures, market metrics for the fourth quarter of 2009, MarkeTrak performance, and versions of the North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Electronic Delivery Mechanism (EDM).            
SLA
Trey Felton noted that the 2010 SLA included a requirement to review MarkeTrak performance metrics and to establish baselines by the end of the first quarter of 2010.  He observed that these baselines are posted at the MTTF home page at http://www.ercot.com/committees/board/tac/rms/marketraktf/.      
Mr. Felton related that ERCOT will be converting to the Microsoft Office 2007 standard for internal employees and postings to ERCOT.com and that a Market Notice will be distributed prior to the conversion date.  He observed that a compatibility package is available free through Microsoft for Market Participants who have not upgraded to the new version.           
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Flight 0210

Gene Cervenka provided a Flight 0210 update and noted that it is 76% complete with a scheduled completion date of March 30, 2010.  He stated that Flight 0610 is next, and that the kick-off conference call is scheduled for May 25, 2010.    

Retail Operations (RO) Financial Update 

Heather Day provided an update on RO projects and noted that there are currently five active projects.  She stated that the Advanced Metering System (AMS) Flag project is currently in the planning stages and that it is high priority.  Ms. Day noted that there are no projects that have been closed, are closing, or have being canceled.           
Fourth Quarter 2009 Performance Measures
Michael McCarty presented a comparison of the fourth quarter to third quarter 2009 transactions.  Mr. McCarty presented comparisons for switches, standard move-ins, priority move-ins, move-outs, and the creation and maintenance of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs).             

PUCT Update
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto noted that two rulemakings would be reviewed by the PUCT on March 11, 2010 regarding the definition of critical care and the summer deferred payment plan.  She noted that stakeholder meetings addressing these two issues had taken place, but no consensus had been obtained.  She stated that a stakeholder meeting was scheduled for the afternoon of March 10, 2010 to continue discussion of these issues.    
Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events 

Mr. Patrick noted the following revision requests and encouraged review of these items as they will likely appear on an upcoming RMS agenda:

·  COPMGRR018, Updates to References of IDR and/or IDR Meter in the Commercial Operations Market Guide Due to the Proposed Definition of IDR Meter in PRR845; 
· Future CMGRR, Updates to References of IDR and/or IDR Meter in the Competitive Metering Guide due to the Proposed Definition of IDR Meter in PRR845; and
· Future NPRR, Synchronization of PRR845, Definition for IDR Meters and Optional Removal of IDR Meters at a Premise Where an Advanced Meter can be Provisioned RMGRR, Updates to the IDR Meter Installation and Removal Processes. 
Adjournment

Mr. Patrick adjourned the RMS meeting at 11:03 a.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes can be accessed on the ERCOT website at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/03/20100310-RMS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/03/20100310-RMS�
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