To:
RTWG Participants

From:
Mark Bruce, RTWG Chair
Date:
April 20, 2010

Re:
April 26 RTWG meeting, the draft TRIP, and open issues
1.  Next RTWG meeting on 4/26:

 - We must complete our draft 1Q10 PUCT Report and deliver to TAC as a voting item on 5/6.

 - We also must make as much progress on the draft TRIP as possible.  TAC Chairman Brad Jones indicated his preference at the April TAC meeting that this document be brought forward as soon as possible.  Therefore, I am not reserving much time at our 4/26 meeting for discussions of other items.  It is my hope that we can just exchange e-mails through the RTWG listserve for the next month to address non-TRIP-related items while we focus on completing the TRIP.  We will take up other issues on future agendas.
2.  Draft TRIP:

 - Draft version 6 of the TRIP is included in the 4/26 meeting materials in both redline and clean form.

 - The redline version includes recent entries by Walter Reid, Steve Isser, and Mark Bruce.  The redline version also includes the comments submitted by STEC and Mark Bruce to version 5.  The 3/29 RTWG edits to version 4, the suite of issues write-ups submitted by Henry Durrwachter after the 3/29 RTWG meeting,  and most of Adrian Pienziak’s informal edits to v5 sent to me on 4/7 are included in the blackline language of draft version 6.
 - The blackline version 6 accepts all changes and rejects all comments.  I include it for those looking at the TRIP for the first time as it is a little easier on the eyes.  It is my intent to work from the redline version 6 at the 4/26 RTWG meeting and then accept all changes at the end of the meeting to create a new RTWG-endorsed blackline version 7 to post with 5/6 TAC meeting packet on 4/29.

 - Based upon the feedback of the TAC, ROS, and WMS, it is the Chair’s intent to request TAC take the following action on the TRIP draft v7 at the 5/6 TAC meeting:  TAC directs RTWG to present the draft TRIP to ROS, WMS, and all relevant working groups and tasks forces thereunder in the month of May, gather comments and edits from each, and present a consolidated draft v8 for TAC consideration and possible action on June 3.  It is my intent that either Howard or I visit SSWG, DWG, OWG, SPWG, PDCWG, ROS, WMS, QMWG, DSWG, and CMWG at their May meetings to gather input for consideration by RTWG at our May meeting, which is not yet scheduled but for which I propose we meet Monday, May 24 from 9:30a-4:00p.
 - Pending the blessing of the RTWG, it is my intent that we dedicate our 5/24 meeting to finalizing the TRIP.  We should strive to achieve concensus regarding the incorporation or treatment of the various comments from stakeholders and committees in May to produce a RTWG-endorsed draft v8 blackline document for TAC discussion in June.  The revised draft will need to be posted in 6/3 TAC meeting packet on 5/27.

 - We still have a handful of issues which need to be written up for the TRIP and for which we do not yet have volunteer authors.  Obviously, the time to complete the first draft of these issues is immediately upon us, so I strenuously renew my call for contributors.  An updated issues sign-up sheet is included with the 4/26 RTWG meeting materials for your reference.

3.  Open Issues
 - RTWG Liaisons to NATF and LTPG:  Since a big chunk of our TRIP Phase 2 activity is tracking utility-scale wind issues that pop up through the nodal market testing, launch, and stabilization projects, it is my thought we should have a regular RTWG participant who volunteers to attend all the NATF meetings and take responsibility for reporting and updating the relevant nodal issues as they arise and are resolved.  Likewise, the ROS agreed this month to form the LTPG which will also take up many issues with which the RTWG is charged to track, so I think a liaison to this group would be useful as well.  I am not reserving time at our 4/26 meeting to discuss this issue so we can spend out time on the TRIP but I welcome your thoughts and ask if we have any volunteers for these 2 liaison positions.
 - RTWG Coordination with ERCOT DOE Long-Term Planning Study:  I had a brief discussion with Warren Lasher about the DOE study and the obvious overlap with issues of interest to the RTWG.  I welcome thoughts or suggestions on how the DOE study gets rolled into the RTWG tracking effort.  For starters, I’ve added it to the draft v6 TRIP as a proposed new issue SP-10 DOE Long-Term Planning Study and propose we add it to the RTWG Issues List included with the 1Q10 Quarterly Report to the PUCT.
 - RTWG 2010-2011 Work Plan:  I will try to push out a month-by-month work suggested work plan soon for your review and comment.  I would like to see this plan included in the TRIP document.
Thanks for your attention to these matters.
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