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March 2, 2010
Meeting Attendance: 


Segment Representatives in Attendance:

	Name
	affiliation
	Market Segment

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	Consumers- Commercial

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric
	Cooperative

	Lovelace, Russell
	Shell Energy North America
	Independent Power Marketer (IPM) 

	McEvoy, Kevin
	Exelon Generation
	IPM

	McMurray, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP)

	Molnar, Trina
	AEPSC
	IOU 

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	Municipal

	Reynolds, Jim
	StarTex Power 
	IREP 

	Seymour, Cesar
	Suez
	Independent Generator

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON
	Independent Generator

	Torrent, Gary
	OPUC
	Consumers- Residential

	Wardle, Scott
	Occidental Chemical Corp.
	Consumers- Industrial


Non-voting Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola
	

	Barnes, Bill
	JAron
	Via Teleconferece

	Bogen, David
	ONCOR
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell Energy
	

	Cannon, Meribeth
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Carter, Kevin
	Duke Energy
	

	Change, Robin
	Ventyx
	

	Cochran, Seth
	Sempra 
	

	Detelich, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Fahey, Matt
	ANP/IPA
	Via Teleconference

	Fox, Kip
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Fulcrum, Cherie
	Fulcrum Power
	Via Teleconference

	Garza, Beth
	Potomac Economics
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	Via Teleconference

	Hansen, Eric
	Ventyx
	Via Teleconference

	Harding, Jennifer
	Barclays Capital
	Via Teleconference

	Hellinghousen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Jackson, Tom
	Austin Energy
	

	Jacobs, Jim
	AEP
	

	Jernigan, Jerry
	New Braunfels Utilities
	Via Teleconference

	John, Ebby
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Jou, Ching
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconfernce

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	

	Nguyen, Vu
	Ventyx
	Via Teleconference

	Oliver, Todd
	Brazos electric
	Via Teleconference

	Olson, Sara
	Sungard
	Via Teleconference

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Quin, Scott
	PCI
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Sempra Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Siddiqi, Shams
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Stappers, Hugo
	Softsmiths
	Via Teleconference

	Thompson, Bobby
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Trout, Seth
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Zehani, Madjid
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Name
	

	Adams, John
	Via Teleconference

	Allen, Sean
	Via Teleconference

	Blevins, Bill
	Via Teleconference

	Coon, Patrick
	Via Teleconference

	Day, Betty
	Via Teleconference

	Gates, Vikki
	

	Gonzalez, Ino
	

	Hailu, Ted
	Via Teleconference

	Hansen, Chuck
	Via Teleconference

	Hobbs, Kristi
	 Via Teleconference

	Landry, Kelly
	

	Levine, Jon
	Via Teleconference

	McElfresh, Brandon
	

	Mereness, Matt
	

	Middleton, Scott
	

	Reedy, Steve
	Via Teleconference

	Spangler, Bob
	Via Teleconference

	Surendran, Resmi
	

	Tucker, Carrie
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Don Blackburn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Blackburn read the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  He asked those who had not yet reviewed the Antitrust Guidelines to do so.  Copies of the Antitrust Guidelines were available.
Recap Special NATF Meetings
Special Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) Meeting

Mr. Blackburn observed that the NDSWG conducted a special meeting on February 16, 2010 to address the frequency for loading the Network Operations Model database and that some members of NATF were in attendance.  He noted that John Adams presented a white paper to NDSWG addressing ERCOT’s efforts to increase the frequency of model database loads, and reiterated that ERCOT is confident that it can upload the model database at least once every two weeks and is attempting to increase that to once every week.  Matt Mereness stated that ERCOT would continue to bring visibility into these efforts over the next 60 days.

Web-services Market Review

Scott Middleton observed that NATF conducted a special meeting on February 19, 2010 for a web-services market review.  Mr. Middleton noted that the meeting provided a recap on changes to the External Interface Specifications (EIS) and a target timeline for implementation.  He remarked that the full presentation and associated documents could be found at the February 19, 2010 NATF meeting page at http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/02/20100219-NATF.

Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 169, Clarify the Calculation and Posting of LMPs for the Load Zone and LMPs for each
Mr. Mereness reviewed the procedural history of NPRR169 and ERCOT comments.  He remarked that the purpose of NPRR169 was to require that after every run of Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED), ERCOT was to recalculate Load Zone Locational Marginal Prices (LMPs) and Hub LMPs.  Mr. Mereness noted that NPRR169 recommended that an external vendor be contracted to perform the system changes necessary to accommodate this new functionality, but that since NPRR169 was originally introduced ERCOT staff has acquired the technical abilities to perform the necessary changes internally.  Mr. Mereness noted that in the course of development of ERCOT’s Market Management System (MMS), ERCOT introduced functionality which created the ability for ERCOT to create LMPs as described in NPRR169.  

Mr. Mereness related ERCOT’s concern with delivery of the described pricing information via Inter-Control Center Communications Protocol (ICCP).  He stated that ERCOT proposes deletion of the telemetry requirement and that the data be made available instead via reports on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  Mark Smith opined on the importance that Market Participants be provided LMPs as close to Real Time as possible, and expressed the concern that ERCOT’s proposal could cause substantial latency in price signals.  He suggested ERCOT consider transmitting price signals to Market Participants via ICCP.  Mr. Mereness commented that transmission of pricing information did not appear to be the type of data intended in the Nodal Protocols to be transmitted via ICCP and that some Market Participants may not be equipped to receive the information in this manner. 
Scott Wardle moved to endorse the concept brought forth by ERCOT in NPRR169, as revised by NATF, and to direct ERCOT to continue to examine potential reductions in latency in the reporting of pricing signals to Market Participants.  Russell Lovelace seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.                                  
Market Trials Update

Market Trials

Scott Middleton presented an update on Market Trials activities.  He remarked that ERCOT will be changing the format for the weekly Market Trials Market Call.  He noted that there will be a single call beginning at 9:00 a.m. and that each functional area will have a time slot allocated for its update.  He stated that the order and schedule of the weekly updates will be shared with Market Participants via a Market Notice.  Mr. Middleton noted that the Energy Management System (EMS), Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA), and SCED is now available through the Nodal Production Environment 24 hours a day and seven days a week, and that all other systems will be available Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Mr. Middleton presented an update on connectivity and qualification testing, Nodal telemetry outreach, and Load Resource and Transmission Service Provider (TSP) telemetry.  He observed that 61 of 76 Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Account Holders, 43 of 86 Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) with Resources, and 5 of 25 TSPs, have been qualified.  Mr. Middleton noted that the March, 2010 CRR Auction completed successfully, and that the April 2010 Auction opens March 8, 2010.            
SCED

Mr. Middleton presented graphs indicating SCED activity during February 2010.  He noted that prices continue to reflect market conditions, but that telemetry data quality, inconsistent offer curves, and output schedules remain as input issues.  He stated that some electrical system constraints existing in the Zonal system are currently being entered into SCED.  Market Participants inquired as to how ERCOT determines which of these constraints to enter into SCED.  Mr. Middleton stated that he would provide more information on this issue at the next Real-Time Market (RTM)/Load Frequency Control (LFC) Market Call.               
Carrie Tucker noted that ERCOT is currently planning phase five of Market Trials and that commitment of Resources for Ancillary Service is planned.  Market Participants inquired as to whether ERCOT is planning one LFC closed loop test, or more.  Mr. Middleton stated that additional opportunities would be available for ERCOT and Market Participants to discuss the potential for additional tests and that ERCOT is looking forward to instituting such recommendations when possible.  Shams Siddiqi inquired as to whether ERCOT would provide a basic “five bus” Network Operations Model for Market Participant systems to consume.  Mr. Mereness expressed concern that such an effort could become a separate environment that would need to be supported by ERCOT staff, but that he would take an action item to examine the potential for such a test.  
Implementation of Text Reason for Deviation from Defined High Sustained Limit (HSL) / Low Sustained Limit (LSL)
Russell Lovelace remarked that ambiguity exists regarding Nodal Protocol Section 6.4.5, Resource Status, regarding the requirement that a text message be transmitted to ERCOT when a Generation Resource deviates from its HSL/LSL.  He noted that he had been working with John Adams to draft clarifying language.  Mr. Lovelace observed that NPRR194, Synchronization of Zonal Unannounced Generation Capacity Testing Process, obviates the need for additional clarifying language by authorizing Generation Resources to set their Net Dependable Capability through a seasonal self test.  Mr. Lovelace stated that he has now turned his attention to drafting a protocol revision request that would remove the criteria for submitting a text reason to ERCOT when a Resource’s HSL or LSL deviates from its normal high or low limit.  

Current Operating Plan Status for Generation Units that May be On-Line

Beth Garza explained that an issue exists in regard to the status that must be entered into the Current Operating Plan (COP) for Generation Resources that a QSE “plans to have” online, and how firm that expectation needs to be to justify a status of on-line and available.  Mr. Lovelace noted that the closer one gets to Real Time, the more certain a Resource Entity can be about the status of its units.  Market Participants discussed various causes for a change in the status of a generation unit.  Ms. Garza noted that additional discussion is necessary on this issue.   
Operating Level Agreement (OLA) for Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Sizing Update 

Ancillary Services Self Arranged Quantities- Allowing 0 MW
James Bohart reviewed the current threshold limits for the CRR market.  He stated that in each CRR Auction, the total number of submissions, plus previously awarded CRRs, cannot exceed 200,000.   He stated that ERCOT Staff has reviewed threshold limits in other markets in the United States such as PJM, California Independent System Operator (ISO), and Midwest ISO.  He related that the limits currently established by ERCOT are sufficient in comparison to these other markets.  Market Participants discussed the similarities and differences between ERCOT and the other ISOs and noted that any changes to the limits currently established by ERCOT would require a change to ERCOT systems.  Steve Reedy noted that the next step for ERCOT is to seek approval of the current threshold limits from the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).                   
Ancillary Services Self Arranged Quantities- Allowing 0 MW
Mr. Mereness observed that Nodal Protocols dictate that the Self-Arranged Ancillary Service Quantity shall be submitted to ERCOT in intervals of one tenth of a megawatt (MW) and at a minimum amount of one MW.  Tom Jackson observed that the minimum submission requirement of one MW does not account for the situation whereby a Market Participant would like ERCOT to arrange for its Ancillary Service requirement and thereby self arrange zero MWs.  Madjid Zehani observed that Market Participants should be able to submit zero MWs for its Self-Arranged Ancillary Service Quantity, but that negative numbers should not be allowed as this is greater than the Market Participants Ancillary Service obligation.  Mr. Mereness acknowledged that ERCOT could accommodate the submission of zero as the number of MWs, but that it would require a configuration change and that ERCOT would need Market Participants to indicate consensus on the issue.  Market Participants acknowledged the need for this change and requested ERCOT proceed.      
Nodal Metrics Update

Brandon McElfresh reviewed the status of current Market Participant metrics and observed that MP 11 Resource Registration, and MP6, QSER and TSP Compliance with the Nodal Protocols Section 3.10.7.5 Telemetry Criteria, are green.  He stated that MP3, Market Submission Connectivity Qualification, is green when weighted by generation ration share, and amber when weighted evenly.  Mr. McElfresh observed that MP15-B, CRR Connectivity Qualification, is red with 61 of 76 CRR account holders having qualified.  Mr. McElfresh reviewed adjustments to the following upcoming metrics:

· MO4, Verify Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) Execution Quality

· MO5, Generate Six Months of Locational Marginal Prices (LMPs)

· EM01, Network Security Analysis and Transmission Constraint Management

· EM09, Validate Zonal and Nodal Security Analysis Results

· CRR3, Operation and Monthly CRR Auction and Allocation
· MP16, Day-Ahead Market (DAM) Participation

· MP12, Market Participant Completes Nodal Market Related Training

· MP13, Market Participant Completes Nodal Operations Related Training

In response to Market Participant inquiries regarding training leading up to the 168 hour test and Texas Nodal Market Go-Live, Mr. McElfresh stated that ERCOT has carefully reviewed training metrics.  Mr. McElfresh stated that, with regard to MP12 and MP13, ERCOT recommends that it regularly report to NATF on attendance to ERCOT training activities, but not score this activity as a metric.  Market Participants agreed that this recommendation was the prudent method for tracking this participation.  

Verifiable Costs Submissions Update and Consideration of Deadlines
Mr. Mereness noted that revisions continue to the Verifiable Cost Manual and that new versions of the document are generated as revisions are added.  Mr. Mereness inquired as to which version Market Participants would prefer ERCOT to refer to when instituting go-live procedures.  Mr. Mereness advised that ERCOT does not currently have an opinion on whether verifiable costs should be submitted in full prior to the 168-hour test, but posited the option to establish deadlines for such submissions.  Market Participants related discussions at recent Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) meetings regarding the potential creation of generic values for Operations and Maintenance (O&M) costs and opined that some Market Participants are awaiting resolution of this issue before making the decision to submit their verifiable costs.  Some Market Participants expressed the concern that an “avalanche of submissions” could be coming and requested that ERCOT keep NATF informed monthly on the progress of verifiable cost submissions.  Ino Gonzalez agreed to keep NATF so apprised.                                 
Adjournment
Mr. Blackburn adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.
� Some attendees may not have been present for the entire meeting.  
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