Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	
	NPRR Title
	Resource Status Deviation Description

	Date Posted
	

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 

(Include Section No. and Title)
	Section 6.4.5 – Resource Status

	Revision Description
	This NPRR removes the criteria for submitting a text reason to ERCOT when the resource’s HSL or LSL deviates from a normal high or low limit.  

	Reason for Revision
	Protocol section 6.4.5, as written, creates a degree of ambiguity as to the trigger when a QSE must submit a text reason for the modification of its HSL.  The ambiguity stems from the phrase “normal limit” and to the reference of the resource parameter list in section 3.7.1.   The only limits identified in section 3.7.1 are the High Reasonability Limit and the Low Reasonability limit.  These limits, as explained by ERCOT via the Resource Asset Registration Form process are limits that are considered guardrail limits to ensure that a QSE does not enter a High or Low limit inadvertently in the COP that shows a capacity for the resource significantly beyond the true capability of the resource (i.e. if a user has a 100MW facility, and a high reasonability limit of125, this will prohibit a data entry error of a 1000MW HSL).

After discussions with ERCOT, the issue that ERCOT needs to address with this protocol stipulation is the ability to maintain a record of reasons why a resource telemetered a capacity limit that was greater than a stated capacity for the resource but in real-time could not produce the energy up to the telemetered limit.  

On January 19, 2010 the ERCOT Board of Directors passed NPRR 194 which replaced the seasonal testing requirement with unannounced testing.  NPRR 194 also required resources to update their HSL seasonally.  NPRR 194 combined with section 8.1.1.1(2), which states that a resource may not submit an HSL above its stated Net Dependable Capability as set via general capacity tests, creates a violation of protocol for any resource to overstate its capacity capablitly; thus removing ERCOT’s need to maintain a reason why a resource telemeters an HSL above it’s Net Dependable Capablity.  Thus, this protocol change removes the need for QSE’s to provide a text reason when the HSL or ramp rate is modified.  



	Overall Market Benefit
	The benefit to the market is an elimination of an unnecessary process that QSE’s with resources would have to maintain for a situation that can only happen when a resource is in protocol violation.



	Overall Market Impact
	None

	Consumer Impact
	None

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	None

	Submitter Justification for Necessity Prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date
	

	CEO Determination 

(To be completed by ERCOT)
	


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive NPRR consideration and development of the Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA), please fill out each block below completely and provide as much detailed information as possible.  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	Assumptions
	1
	e.g.: Key assumptions used in estimating market cost and/or benefit

	
	2
	Dependencies on other projects or other timing requirements

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	e.g.: Cost per MP to implement
	e.g.: $10,000 each for 50 QSEs

	
	2
	Add’l staff required per MP
	1.5 FTE each for 6 TDSPs @ $65/hour

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	e.g.: Reduced MP costs
	e.g.: 2 FTE reduction for 25 CRs @ $65/hour

	
	2
	Enhanced MP efficiency
	2 hour savings per day for 50 generators @$65

	
	3
	Reduced congestion cost
	 0.5% reduction in total congestion cost

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	e.g.: Benefits that are difficult to quantify

	
	2
	Benefits that are not certain but relatively likely

	
	3
	Customer service impacts, cash flow impacts, transaction speed, etc.

	
	4
	

	Other Comments
	1
	e.g.: Thoughts on ERCOT systems impacts

	
	2
	Potential manual workarounds or delivery options

	
	3
	Other comments of value to PRS, TAC and the Board of Directors

	
	4
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Company
	

	Phone Number
	

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	

	E-Mail Address
	

	Phone Number
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.4.5
Resource Status 

(1)
ERCOT shall use the telemetered Resource Status for all applications requiring status of Resources during the Operating Hour, including SCED, Load Frequency Control (LFC), and Network Security Analysis processes. QSEs shall provide ERCOT with accurate telemetry of the current capability of each Resource including the Resource Status, Ramp Rates, HSL, and LSL. 
8.1.1.1
Ancillary Service Qualification and Testing

(1)        Each QSE and the Resource providing Ancillary Service must meet qualification criteria to operate satisfactorily with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall use the Ancillary Service qualification and testing program that is approved by TAC and included in the Operating Guides.  Each QSE for the Resources that it represents may only provide Ancillary Services on those Resources for which it has met the qualification criteria.

(2)
General capacity testing must be used to verify a Resource’s Net Dependable Capability.  Net Dependable Capability is the maximum sustained capability of a Resource as demonstrated by performance testing.  Each QSE for the Generation Resources that it represents may not submit to ERCOT a High Sustained Limit (HSL) greater than that Resource’s Net Dependable Capability without a text description indicating the reason for the increase.  Each QSE for the Load Resources that it represents may not provide ERCOT a Maximum Power Consumption (MPC) greater than that Resource’s Net Dependable Capability without a text description indicating the reason for the increase.  Qualification tests allow the Resource and QSE to demonstrate the minimum capabilities necessary to deploy an Ancillary Service..  
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