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	NPRR Number
	200
	NPRR Title
	MMS DC Tie Schedule Data Source

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	February 4, 2010

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon the Nodal Protocol Transition Plan’s Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date, as prescribed by zonal Protocol Section 21.12, Process for Transition to Nodal Market Protocol Sections.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	2.1, Definitions

2.2, Acronyms and Abbreviations

4.4.4, DC Tie Schedules

4.4.4.1, DC Tie Schedule Criteria

4.4.4.2, DC Tie Schedule Validation (deleted)

4.4.4.3, Oklaunion Exemption 

9.17.2, Direct Current Tie Schedule Information

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) changes the source of Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Schedules for use by the Market Management System (MMS) to an associated Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) submitted Electronic Tag (e-Tag).  This NPRR also revises the definition of DC Tie Schedule and adds a new acronym to Section 2.2. 

	Reason for Revision
	The DC Tie Schedule submission required by the Protocols is redundant as ERCOT already has access to the required information through the Open Access Technology International, Inc. (OATI) database.  The requirement for the QSE to also submit the DC Tie information through the MMS interface is not needed and creates the possibility that the DC Tie Schedule used by MMS may not be synchronized with the e-Tag information in the OATI database.  To avoid this possibility, MMS can be modified to use the OATI database information without the additional requirement to submit through the MMS interface.

	Overall Market Benefit
	QSEs will no longer need to utilize the proposed MMS DC Tie Schedule interface.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR200 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 11/30/09, NPRR200 and a CEO Revision Request Review were posted.

· On 12/17/09, PRS considered NPRR200.

· On 1/7/10, an Impact Analysis was posted.

· On 1/21/10, PRS considered the 12/17/09 PRS Recommendation Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR200. 

· On 2/4/10, TAC considered NPRR200.

	PRS Decision 
	On 12/17/09, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR200 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 1/21/10, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 12/17/09 PRS Recommendation Report and Impact Analysis to TAC.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 12/17/09, there was no discussion. 

On 1/21/10, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 2/4/10, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR200 as recommended by PRS in the 1/21/10 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 2/4/10, there was no discussion.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits

	Assumptions
	1
	Development of DC Tie Schedule interface by ERCOT and Market Participants is not complete.
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Development of DC Tie Schedule interface for those using the web service directly.
	Development and testing cost saved.
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	Other Comments
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Patterson

	E-mail Address
	mpatterson@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-3912

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1 
DEFINITIONS

Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Schedule

An energy schedule between ERCOT and a non-ERCOT Control Area and is represented by a corresponding Electronic Tag (e-Tag) that contains the physical transaction information such as the Settlement Point energy amount (MW), the associated DC Tie, and the buyer and seller.
2.2
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
e-Tag


Electronic Tag
4.4.4
DC Tie Schedules

(1)
All schedules between the ERCOT Control Area and a non-ERCOT Control Area(s) over Direct Current Tie(s) (DC Tie(s)), must be implemented under these Protocols, any applicable North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC)Reliability Standards, North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Practice Standards,  and operating agreements between ERCOT and  the Comision Federal de Electricidad (CFE). 


(2)
A DC Tie Schedule for hours in the Operating Day corresponding to an Electronic Tag (e-Tag) that is reported to ERCOT before 1430 in the Day-Ahead creates a capacity supply for the equivalent Resource or an obligation for the equivalent Load of the DC Tie in the DRUC process.  DC Tie Schedules corresponding to e-Tags approved after 1430 in the Day-Ahead for the Operating Day create a capacity supply or obligation in any applicable HRUC processes .  DC Tie Schedules corresponding to e-Tags approved after the Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) snapshot are considered in the Adjustment Period snapshot in accordance with the market timeline.

 
(3)
A QSE that is an importer into ERCOT through a DC Tie in a Settlement Interval under an approved e-Tag must be treated as a Resource at that DC Tie Settlement Point for that Settlement Interval. 
(4)
A QSE that is an exporter from ERCOT through a DC Tie in a Settlement Interval under an approved e-Tag must be treated as a Load at the DC Tie Settlement Point for that Settlement Interval and is responsible for allocated Transmission Losses, Unaccounted for Energy (UFE), System Administration Fee, and any other applicable ERCOT fees.  This applies to all exports across the DC Ties except those that qualify for the Oklaunion Exemption.

(5)
ERCOT shall perform schedule confirmation with the applicable non-ERCOT Control Area(s) and shall coordinate the approval process for the e-Tags for the ERCOT Control Area.  An e-Tag for a schedule across a DC Tie is considered approved if:
(i)
All Control Areas and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) with approval rights approve the e-Tag (active approval); or

(ii)
No Entity with approval rights over the e-Tag has denied it, and the approval time window has ended (passive approval). 

(6)
Using the DC Tie Schedule information corresponding to e-Tags submitted by QSEs, ERCOT shall update and maintain a Current Operating Plan (COP) for each DC Tie for which the aggregated DC Tie Schedules for that tie show a net export out of ERCOT for the applicable interval.  When the net energy schedule for a DC Tie indicates an export, ERCOT shall treat the DC Tie as an Off-Line Resource and set the High Sustained Limit (HSL) and Low Sustained Limit (LSL) for that DC Tie Resource to zero.  ERCOT shall monitor the associated Resource Status telemetry during the Operating Period.  When the net energy schedule for a DC Tie shows a net import, the Resource HSL, High Ancillary Service Limit (HASL) and LSL must be set appropriately, considering the resulting net import and any Ancillary Service Schedules for the DC Tie Resource. 

(7)
A QSE exporting from ERCOT and/or importing to ERCOT through a DC Tie shall:

(a)
Secure and maintain an e-Tag service to submit e-Tags and monitor e-Tag status according to NERC requirements;

(b)
Submit e-Tags for all proposed transactions; and

(c)
Implement backup procedures in case of e-Tag service failure.
(8)
ERCOT shall use the DC Tie e-Tag MW amounts for Settlement.  The DC Tie operator shall communicate deratings of the DC Ties to ERCOT and other affected regions and all parties shall agree to any adjusted or curtailed e-Tag amounts.
4.4.4.1
DC Tie Schedule Criteria

Each DC Tie Schedule must correspond to an implemented e-Tag and include the following information: 
(a)
The QSE ERCOT identifier or non-ERCOT Control Area buying the energy;

(b)
The QSE ERCOT identifier or non-ERCOT Control Area selling the energy;

(c)
The DC Tie Settlement Point name;

(d)
The quantity in MW for each 15-minute Settlement Interval of the schedule; 

(e)
The first and last 15-minute Settlement Intervals of the schedule; and

(f)
The e-Tag name.



 







4.4.4.2
Oklaunion Exemption

(1)
ERCOT shall record DC Tie Schedules that qualify for the Oklaunion Exemption to support the billing of applicable TSP tariffs.

(2)
A QSE requesting the Oklaunion Exemption shall:

(a)
Apply to ERCOT for the exemption;

(b)
Set up a separate QSE (or sub-QSE) solely to schedule DC Tie exports under the exemption; and

(c)
Secure the Resources for a DC Tie Schedule by a DC Tie Schedule from each QSE representing part or all the Oklaunion Resource.

(3)
ERCOT shall verify for each Settlement Interval that the sum of the “exempted” exports under the Oklaunion Exemption is not more than the total output from the Oklaunion Resource.
9.17.2
Direct Current Tie Schedule Information

(1)
By the seventh Business Day of each month, ERCOT shall provide the requesting TSP or DSP data pertaining to transactions over the DC Ties for the immediately preceding month.  For each transaction, the following Electronic Tag (e-Tag) data must be provided, at a minimum:

(a)
Tagging identifier (Tag Code);

(b)
Date of transaction; 

(c)
Start and stop times;

(d)
Megawatt-hours (MWh) actually transferred;

(e)
Sending Generation Control Area (GCA);

(f)
Receiving Load Control Area (LCA);

(g)
Purchasing / Scheduling Entity (PSE);

(h)
Entity scheduling the export of power over a DC Tie; and

(i)
Status of Transaction (Implement, Withdrawn, Cancelled, Conditional, etc.).

(2)
ERCOT shall maintain and provide the requesting TSP or DSP data pertaining to transactions over the DC Ties for the period from June 2001 to the present.  For each transaction, the same data as specified in paragraph (1) above, must be provided.
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