DRAFT
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, November 12, 2009– 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Ashley, Kristy
	Exelon Generation
	Alt. Rep. for W. Kuhn

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA
	Alt. Rep. for B. Hatfield

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Gutierrez, Fernando
	BP Energy
	

	Helyer, Scott
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Holloway, Harry
	SUEZ
	

	Hudson, Tony
	TNMP
	Alt. Rep. for R. McDaniel

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	Alt. Rep. for K. Donohoo

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG Texas
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· Thresa Allen to Scott Helyer

· Randy Jones to Marguerite Wagner

Guests:

	Alvarel, Eli
	BPUB
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Cochran, Seth
	Sempra
	

	Diehl, Philip
	Texas Admin
	

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Grammer, Kent
	Texas Regional Entity
	

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon Wind Energy
	

	Hutson, Michael
	RES Americas
	

	John, Ebby
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lloyd, Wes
	
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	

	McAndrew, Thomas
	Enchanted Rock
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Owens, Frank
	TMPA
	

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Soutter, Mark
	Invenergy
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	Luminant
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Longhorn Power
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Dumas, John
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Lasher, Warren
	
	

	Rickerson, Woody
	
	

	Showalter, Dana
	
	

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

ROS Vice Chair Rick Keetch called the ROS meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Keetch directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.  
Approval of Draft ROS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

Mr. Keetch noted that the draft October 15, 2009 ROS meeting minutes would be considered at the December 10, 2009 ROS meeting.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)
Mr. Keetch reported TAC recommended approval of the 2010 Ancillary Service methodology.

Renewable Technologies Working Group (RTWG)
Mark Garrett reported that RTWG had not met since the October 2009 ROS meeting and would next meet in December 2009.
Nodal Single Entry Model (SEM) Implementation (see Key Documents)
Woody Rickerson reviewed current SEM issues, noting that that Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) are updating and validating the model; that ERCOT is working with Siemens to change Operator rights, which should correct an estimated 90% of issues; and that discussion continues as to the meaning of “ownership.”  Mr. Rickerson added that previously, modeling responsibilities determined “ownership” in the model, but that in the Nodal market, “ownership” is physical and is differentiated from “operatorship”; and that in the nodal model, modelers are requesting a change that might be six months away.  Clayton Greer cautioned that Market Participants should be mindful when contacting Operators that the NOMCR enters data into the NMMS model, but the change does not become effective immediately.

Mr. Rickerson noted that a large number of line renames have caused additional issues; and that there have been approximately 70,000 data modifications since the beginning of the process, but that there are 24 million data attributes in the model.

Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) Update
Ebby John noted that NDSWG has been hosting WebEx meetings; that the owner/operator issue remains the largest issue; that the current methodology to determine authority to revise the model is not currently efficient; and that validation continues at a good pace.

Texas Admin Survey
Philip Diehl, CEO of Texas Admin, reported that Texas Admin currently webcasts ERCOT Board and ERCOT Board committee meetings which are funded directly by ERCOT; and requested that Market Participants complete a survey indicating their interest in subscribing to webcasts of TAC and TAC subcommittee meetings.

Market Participants expressed concerns regarding which body may authorize the webcasting of stakeholder meetings; that an interest survey by the vendor is not a suitable forum for discussion of the implications of webcasting and archiving meetings; and that a straw poll might first be taken before surveys are completed.  Market Participants discussed whether only elected Market Segment representatives should participate in the straw poll, or if all in the room would be invited to participate in the poll; that cameras in meetings might chill discussions of issues among stakeholders; that everything that is archived is in the public domain and could be used in testimony; and that the issue might be decided at the TAC, ERCOT Board, or PUCT level.

Asked when survey results would be made public, Mr. Diehl stated that posting had not yet been discussed, but that he would share results if requested.  Upon straw polling, zero ROS representatives favored broadcast of the meeting; 10 opposed taping the meeting; and eight abstained from the straw poll.
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) 226, Generation Resource Response Time Requirement
Randy Ryno moved to recommend approval of OGRR226 as recommended by the Operations Working Group (OWG) in the 10/21/09 OWG Recommendation Report.  Paul Rocha seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

OGRR233, Backup Control Plan Submission Process Backup Control Plan Submission Process 
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 028, Synchronization – Backup Control Plan Submission Process 
Mr. Rocha moved to remand OGRR233 and NOGRR028 to OWG.  James Armke seconded the motion.  Mr. Rocha suggested that the OWG be directed to remove the requirement to have a backup control plan from the Operating Guides, as the requirement already exists in the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Standard, EOP-008-0, Plans for Loss of Control Center Functionality.  Harry Holloway noted that the NERC Standards are not specific as to how to be compliant and that there is a need for clarity.  Market Participants discussed that needed clarity in NERC Standards should be addressed at NERC, and not in ERCOT documents; that the Operating Guides exist to explain requirements in lay terminology, and that in the instance of conflict, the ERCOT Protocols are preeminent; that due to the development of “Other Binding Documents” the Operating Guides have evolved beyond a user-friendly guide; and that should the requirement be removed from the Operating Guides, other Protocols and guides will require revision.
The motion carried with two objections from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segments, and four abstentions from the Cooperative, Independent Generator (2), and Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segments.

OGRR237, Clarify the WGR Voltage Ride-Through Requirement – URGENT
Warren Lasher reported that, as written, OGRR237 has the expectation that there would be a site-specific Voltage Ride Through (VRT) standard in the Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA); and that in the event that there is not site-specific information in the SGIA, that Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) will remain connected to the ERCOT System through a fault of nine cycles.  Walter Reid addressed Wind Coalition comments to OGRR237, calling attention to additional work to make clear that the WGR and TSP are required to perform a study to document the clearing time in the SGIA.  Market Participants debated whether nine cycles should be a minimum or maximum; that the option for the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to perform a study should be preserved; and proposed various language revisions.
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of OGRR237 as amended by the 11/12/09 Wind Coalition comments and as revised by ROS.  John Moore seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Independent Generator and IPM Market Segments.  

Market Participants discussed that ERCOT is currently not a signatory to the SGIA; that additional ERCOT involvement would provide more system-wide expectations and give ERCOT better insight, but that there are many details post-study that ERCOT need not be a party to; and that creating ERCOT as a signatory to the SGIO would likely require a PUCT rulemaking.  Market Participants further discussed that ERCOT Legal Staff should carefully consider the implications and liabilities associated with a third-party agreement; that ROS review should be given to elements of the communication process, but that efficiency should not be weighed down.
OWG Leadership 
Frank Owens reported that Jack Thormahlen had resigned as Chair of OWG.  
Tony Marsh moved to name Mr. Owens and Brad Calhoun as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of OWG.  Mr. Holloway seconded the motion.

Multiple Interconnection for Generators Task Force (MIG TF) Charter
Bob Wittmeyer presented the MIG TF charter for ROS consideration.
Mr. Ryno moved to approve the MIG TF charter as presented.  Scott Helyer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

PRR838 Fast Response Distributed Energy Resource (DER)
Thomas McAndrew reported that a detailed discussion was held at the previous day’s Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) meeting regarding response time; that PDCWG will define certain parameters, from a frequency management perspective, that must be met; and that Enchanted Rock will create an operation prototype for presentation to PDCWG.  Mr. McAndrew noted that hydro units do not provide governor response when condensing, and that DER would not provide governor response unless deployed; that DERs would operate with a five percent droop characteristic; and that DERs would not displace Generation.
John Dumas stipulated that he is not IT Staff, but noted that there could be some system challenges in trying to incorporate DERs into Loads Acting As a Resource (LaaRs) as is pertains to the system clearing engine; and expressed concern that a combination of DERs and hydro units could respond tat 2000MW and cause an over-frequency issue.  Market Participants discussed whether LaaR might be reduced by 250MW; frequency decay assumptions; and that language might be offered to propose a cap to limit registration or procurement of the service throughout the transition to the Nodal market.
Sydney Niemeyer noted that the unit, if intended to replace a LaaR, would not meet the four second requirement and would not assist with Underfrequency Load Shedding (UFLS).  Mr. Niemeyer also expressed concern with the unit’s ability to synchronize during rapid changes in frequency; ramp rate issues; inertia issues; and a lack of Schedule Control Error (SCE) and telemetry information.  Mr. Keetch noted that PRR838 will go to PRS regardless of ROS action; that a related OGRR has been filed; and that Mr. McAndrew was providing a courtesy preview.  Mr. Keetch opined that PRS might remand PRR838 to ROS.

TAC Assignment
Review TAC Open Action Items Assigned to ROS

This item was not taken up.

Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) Decommitment
Mr. Dumas reported that language is being developed internally to address decommitment of units in the event of, for example, pop-up rain showers, but that Settlement is an issue.
Load Forecast Accuracy 

Mr. Dumas noted that the ERCOT Board will be considering the 2010 Ancillary Service procurement methodology, to which was added a procedure, in response to Independent Market Monitor (IMM) concerns regarding the market effects of over-forecasting, to calculate the average overage, subtract it from the Load forecast, and buy additional Non-Spinning Reserve Service (NSRS).
Recommendation for Revising 80% Target

Mr. Dumas noted that the item is being discussed by the Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG).
MIG TF Update (see Key Documents)

Mr. Wittmeyer reviewed recent MIG TF activities, noting that the white paper is on schedule for consideration by ROS in December 2009.  Market Participants discussed that further consideration might be given to whether barriers are created by allowing installed units to interconnect to new Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) lines; that most if not all transfers might be at the behest of ERCOT for the most efficient and economic solution to transmission issues; and that discussion continues at MIG TF as to whether ERCOT can, in an emergency, direct an Entity to make a different connection.

ERCOT Reports – Questions Only (see Key Documents)
October Operations Report
Ms. Wagner noted that Regulation Service Down was depleted on two occasions, expressed concern that not all QSEs are baring the increased down balancing requirement equally, and asked if ERCOT would consider reviewing the process.  Ms. Wagner asked if ROS would have any objection to requesting that ERCOT review the procurement methodology for down Regulation, and stated that a reliability issue is introduced when Entities have difficulty meeting the requirement.  Mr. Donohoo agreed, but opined that the questions should be addressed by the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS).  Mr. Dumas noted that while he was not able to speak to the specific instances, that down Regulation is based on a calculation of use in the prior month and use in the same month the previous year, and varies based on historical need.
October System Planning Report (Includes Congestion)
There were no questions regarding the posted System Planning Report.

ROS Working Group Reports – Questions Only (see Key Documents)
Dynamics Working Group (DWG)
Mr. Donohoo discussed the need to compare the Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF) data to reactive testing data and data in the cases in order to close the loop between the RARF, testing and models for all Generation, and requested that the DWG work to develop a procedure to annually review and address differences.

OWG

There were no questions regarding the posted OWG report.

PDCWG
There were no questions regarding the posted PDCWG report.
System Protection Working Group (SPWG)

There were no questions regarding the posted SPWG report.
SSWG

The SSWG report was posted with the day’s Key Documents.  Wes Lloyd reported that Data Set B was posted on October 30, 2009; and that the next TPIT update would be available on November 17, 2009.
Wind Operations Task Force (WOTF)
There were no questions regarding the posted WOTF report.

Other Business (see Key Documents)
2009 Accomplishments/2010 Goals

Mr. Donohoo reminded Market Participants to review 2009 accomplishments and 2010 goals at their upcoming working group and task force meetings.
Adjournment
Mr. Donohoo adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/11/20091112-ROS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/11/20091112-ROS�   
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