ERCOT SYSTEM PROTECTION WORKING GROUP REPORT TO ROS 
December 2, 2009
The System Protection Working Group (SPWG) held a meeting at TNMP facilities in Lewisville, TX on November 19-20, 2009. This was one of three regularly scheduled meetings held each year by SPWG.  The following items of significance were discussed at that meeting.
Proposed Chair and Vice Chair

The SPWG agreed to recommend to ROS the following persons for 2009 SPWG Chair and SPWG Vice-Chair:

Chair – Sam Woolard of TNMP, (current vice-chair)

Vice-Chair – Peter Belkin of AEP

Case Building in ASPEN

Having SPWG cases built in ASPEN was discussed further.  Currently, almost all of the member companies use ASPEN to perform short circuit studies.  PTI does not allow ASPEN to directly use its documentation to create the conversion routines to convert ASPEN data to and from PSSE data.  This has created issues with the cases in the last several years and the member decided to test and develop of process of building the cases in ASPEN.  The SPWG decided at this meeting that each company with ASPEN would submit data for the first pass of the 2010 Current Year Case in ASPEN olr and dxt format in addition to PSSE format.  The day before the February meeting, several of the member companies will meet to test and develop a procedure to create the cases in ASPEN.
OGRR for NERC Standard PRC-001-1, R2.2 requirement

This NERC requirement is for reporting relay equipment failures.  The draft OGRR created by Centerpoint and ERCOT Operations was discussed.  This OGRR is being drafted to replace the Market Notice M-A031408-01 which requires reporting all relay misoperations within 5 days.  The members had several issues with the initial draft.  The draft was revised based on discussions at the meeting and will be discussed with a teleconference on Tuesday, December the 8th.
SPWG Procedures

The SPWG Procedures was revised at the meeting and is nearly complete.

AEP OGRR for CREZ Line Protection

The AEP proposed OGRR for updated the Operating Guide specific to CREZ line protection was discussed at the meeting.  AEP and the group agreed to try and make modifications that are supported by the group to bring requirements up to date.  A teleconference has held Tuesday, December 1st to discuss a schedule and plan moving forward.  It was decided that each member would edit and comment on the proposed OGRR and email the changes to the ERCOT SPWG email exploder for other companies to review.  A meeting in Austin on January 6th was scheduled to discuss the proposed OGRR and try to reach a consensus on any changes.  If a consensus can be reached, then the group might try to “rush” the OGRR for the February ROS meeting.  
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