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8
ERCOT Settlement and invoice process 

8.1 Invoice Process

The process for receiving the ERCOT weekly invoice based on Settlement Statements are documented in Protocol Section 9.3, Settlement Invoice.  This Section explains the process for invoices that are not settled according to the Protocol timeline.
8.1.1
Overview
The following figure illustrates the process flow of ERCOT’s invoice process, including the ad hoc invoice process.  
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8.1.2
Types of Ad Hoc Invoices

The following are types of Settlements that will be invoiced on an ad hoc basis:

(1) 
Contract Period.
These are Settlements based on a contract period instead of an operating date.

(a) 
Schedule Control Error (SCE);and
(b)
Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS).
(2)
Recurring Non-Settlement Related Charges.
These are routine, non-standard Settlements.

(a)
Wide Area Network (WAN) fee; 

(b)
Electric Reliability Organization (ERO) fee;

(c) 
Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) auction Invoice; and

(d)
TCR auction revenue.

(3)
Ad Hoc Settlement.
These are Settlements that occur infrequently and are not a part of standard operations.

(a)
Uplift of short pays; and
(b)
 Litigation.
(4)
Undefined Scenarios.
These are Settlements for any scenario that is not defined as a typical Settlement that usually originates from the following groups:

(a)
ERCOT Legal;  

(b)
ERCOT Wholesale Client Services; and
(c)
ERCOT Finance.
8.1.3
Method of Communication

The method of communication varies depending on the type of ad-hoc invoice.  Although ERCOT Wholesale Client Services will send out market notices for ad-hoc invoice circumstances, whenever possible, they are unable to commit to providing Notice in every circumstance.  In all scenarios, the following Authorized Representatives registered with ERCOT will receive an email regarding the invoice.  These Authorized Representatives will receive an email from ClientRelations@ercot.com.

(1)
Primary Authorized Representative;

(2)
Backup Authorized Representative;

(3)
Accounts payable; and 

(4)
Accounts payable backup.

8.1.4
Timing of Communication

ERCOT Wholesale Client Services will send the Market Notice in advance of the invoice, as many days as possible.  However, there could be potential situations when ERCOT Wholesale Client Services is unable to provide a sufficient Market Notice.

8.1.5
Content of Communication
If there is sufficient time, the communication from ERCOT will contain as much detail as possible.  In circumstances where an extremely quick turn-around time is required, there may be a need to send a Notice that is light on content but provides an advanced warning of the ad-hoc Settlement.

(1)
The subject line of the Market Notice will indicate the appropriate urgency and action.

(2)
If the ad-hoc invoice does not impact all Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs), the Market Notice will define the parameters by which a QSE can determine whether or not they should receive an invoice (e.g., "all QSEs with Load in February 2005 will receive this invoice, adjustments made to reflect QSEs with Load who have exited the market " or "all QSEs who were short-paid in March 2003 will receive payment").

(3)
The signature within the Market Notice will include the standard ERCOT signature/contact information.

(4)
The Market Notice will indicate when the invoice will be posted and where the invoice will be posted.  Normally, the invoice will be posted in the Miscellaneous folder on the ERCOT Portal.

8.1.6
Market Participants

Each Market Participant should ensure that the accounting contacts registered with ERCOT are current to ensure that the invoices are received and paid in a timely manner.
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