DRAFT
Minutes of the Special Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744


Tuesday, August 18, 2009 – 9:30am – 4:00pm

Attendance
Members:

	Albers, David
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	Alt. Rep. for H. Lenox

	Ashley, Kristy
	Exelon Generation 
	

	Belk, Brad
	LCRA
	

	Bell, Wendell
	GEUS
	Alt. Rep. for D. McCalla

	Bivens, Danny
	OPUC
	

	Boyd, Phillip
	City of Lewisville
	

	Bruce, Mark
	NextEra Energy Resources
	

	Comstock, Read
	Direct Energy
	

	Dreyfus, Mark
	Austin Energy
	

	Evans, Doug
	STEC
	Alt. Rep. for H. Wood

	Fox, Kip
	AEP Corporation
	Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

	Jackson, Pat
	City of Eastland
	Alt. Rep. for C. Brewster

	Jones, Brad
	Luminant Energy
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	McCann, James
	Brownsville PUB
	Alt. Rep. for F. Saenz

	Morris, Sandy
	LCRA
	Alt. Rep. for B. Belk

	Moss, Steven
	First Choice Power
	

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Robinson, Oscar
	Austin While Lime Company
	

	Schubert, Eric
	BP Energy
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG Texas
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	Alt. Rep. for J. Houston

	Whittle, Brandon
	DB Energy Trading
	


The following proxies were assigned:
· Marty Downey to Read Comstock
· William Lewis to Read Comstock

· Bill Smith to Oscar Robinson

· Marcie Zlotnik to Read Comstock

Guests:

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Goodman, Dale
	
	

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	

	Mereness, Matt
	
	

	Nixon, Murray
	
	

	Steadman, Laura
	
	

	Walsh, Meg
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
TAC Chair Mark Bruce called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. and reviewed assigned proxies and Alternate Representatives.  
Antitrust Admonition
Mr. Bruce directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review.  
Establishing an Emergency Condition Pursuant to TAC Procedures Section IV.D. 
Mark Dreyfus moved to declare an emergency condition pursuant to TAC Procedures.  Oscar Robinson seconded the motion.  Mr. Dreyfus noted that TAC was not able to provide two weeks notice of the day’s TAC meeting due to the timing of the release of information and the need to provide a recommendation to the ERCOT Board in time for their August 2009 meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.
Update on Single-Entry Model (SEM) Go-Live Readiness (see Key Documents)

Matt Mereness reported that the Nodal Network Operations Model had been approved and validated by ERCOT System Operations and Market Operations Directors; presented the SEM go-live market criteria status as of August 17, 2009; and explained that the sum of the criteria – the overall engagement – represents the ability of Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to submit Network Operations Model Change Requests (NOMCRs).  Mr. Mereness noted that one remaining TSP did submit a test NOMCR and began virtual training but had not yet completed testing and training; that the delay was the result of finally achieving successful contact, but at the end of the training period; and that the TSP has scheduled supplemental training and testing with ERCOT.  
Mr. Mereness also reported that on July 31, 2009, ERCOT sent a conditional 30-day market notice pursuant to Protocol Section 21.12, Process for Transition to Nodal Protocol Sections; that the Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) help a special meeting on August 4, 2009 to address issues with Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) limits and alarms, MVA calculations, and the definition status of Owner/Operator; and that additional discussion was held at the August 13, 2009 Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) meeting, but that no significant issues were raised.
Regarding Service Requests (SRs), Mr. Mereness noted that ERCOT provided a summary of population counts; is still entering some SRs; that SRs are being worked according to criticality and due dates, rather than in order of receipt, and that ERCOT will be in direct communication with each company regarding those SRs not entered.  

Randy Jones requested that the transmission companies at the meeting express their satisfaction with or concerns regarding the transmission network model.  Ken Donohoo noted that Oncor’s statement of concerns made at the August 2009 ROS meeting stands, that issues remain to be worked through, but that Oncor would not withhold approval.  DeAnn Walker offered that CenterPoint has also identified outstanding issues and is working with ERCOT to address them, and noted that should Entities at a later time bring persisting difficulties to the attention of the market, it will be noted that the issues were acknowledged as problematic even at the time of go-live certification.
Mr. Dreyfus noted that Austin Energy remains uncomfortable with the lack of transparency regarding the validation criteria, and that concern persists that criteria might be a moving target; but added that approval would not be withheld.  Kip Fox offered that there are five or six issues unique to AEP, but expressed trust in ERCOT’s testing processes and ability to work through remaining issues, and appreciation for NDSWG’s efforts.  Sandy Morris added that LCRA remains concerned with the issues regarding the issues recently addressed at NDSWG, but does not see major complications and is prepared to move forward.
Market Participants also discussed the need to protect the confidentiality of Resource attributes contained in the network model; whether a final training currently scheduled for September 29, 2009 would be all-encompassing and sufficient; and whether the Nodal Advisory Task Force (NATF) had any concerns or comments.  Mr. Mereness confirmed that ERCOT will not post the Network Operations Model to the entire market at the time of SEM go-live, but only to TSPs; and that current training broadly addresses how to use the tool to enter telemetry limits, and that additional training for specific screens will come well after October 20th.  Don Blackburn added that no issues were brought forward at NATF that would prevent Entities from advocating advancement of the process, but added that the NATF would not state that there are no remaining issues to be addressed.  

SEM Go-Live Readiness Certification
Market Participants discussed language for a potential motion to reflect the understanding that there remain issues to be resolved regarding model posting issues for Resource data and validation criteria; and whether TAC has the technical ability to certify SEM readiness.  Ms. Walker expressed concern that Market Participants do not know what the readiness criteria is; suggested that TAC is only able to express confidence that ERCOT has certified that readiness criteria has been met; and opined that when Protocol language was developed requiring TAC to provide such a certification, it was not adequately comprehended at the time what such a requirement would mean.
Mr. Dreyfus moved:

TAC certifies, to the best of its knowledge on August 18, 2009, that all SEM go-live market readiness criteria have been met, or are on schedule to be delivered according to go-live sequence.  TAC recommends that the Board also certify that all market readiness criteria have been met for the SEM go-live on August 31, 2009.  TAC acknowledges that the publishing of the Network Operations Model will only be made to the TSPs and that further work is needed to address long-term model posting issues related to Resource data and transmission system validation criteria.

Concurrent with this certification, TAC acknowledges several outstanding issues remain to be resolved, but TAC is confident resolution can be achieved.  TAC requests ERCOT Staff promptly notify the NATF if any of these outstanding issues prevent proper maintenance and operation of the NMMS.

Mr. Whittle seconded the motion.  Mr. Bruce noted that he would be prepared to provide the ERCOT Board a list of outstanding issues.  The motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment
Mr. Bruce adjourned the meeting at 8:04 a.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/08/20090818-TAC" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/08/20090818-TAC� 
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