Protocol Revision Request


	PRR Number
	823
	PRR Title
	Clarifying Language for Resource 12-Month Rolling Planned Outage Schedule Format and Reporting Requirement

	Date Posted
	July 14, 2009

	
	

	Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	8.1.3.2, Resources

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Revision Description
	This Protocol Revision Request (PRR) clarifies language regarding the requirement for Resource Entities to input a 12-month rolling schedule for Outages in the Outage Scheduler application.

	Reason for Revision
	The requirement to submit 12-month Planned Outage schedules for Resources is ambiguous about when and how the Outage information should be submitted.
The passage in Section 8.1.3.2 dealing with Resources’ Outages states, in pertinent part, “Resource Entities must provide ERCOT a written Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage program for the next twelve (12) months, in an ERCOT provided format updated for a rolling twelve (12) month period.”  This would seem to indicate that some form or letter format specified by ERCOT would be used to submit the information.  When ERCOT Outage Coordination personnel were contacted for clarification, they stated that the Outage Scheduler Graphic User Interface (GUI) on the Texas Market Link (TML) is the location for Resource Entities to submit their Outage schedules to fulfill this requirement, not a written format to be provided by ERCOT.  

	Overall Market Benefit
	Clarity of the requirement for submitting 12-month Outage schedules.

	Overall Market Impact
	The regulatory risk of inadvertent Protocol violations is diminished.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No.

	Relevance to Nodal Market 
(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	Yes, however, the Nodal Protocols currently contain an unambiguous passage on the required submission format for the 12-month rolling Outage schedule.  (excerpted below with emphasis added)
3.1.3.2
Resources

(1)
Each Resource Entity shall provide to ERCOT a Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage plan in an ERCOT-provided format for the next 12-months updated monthly.  Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage scheduling data for Resource Facilities must be kept current.  Updates, through an electronic interface as specified by ERCOT, must identify any changes to previously proposed Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages and any additional Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages anticipated over the next 12 months.

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision 
	Not applicable.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits

	Assumptions
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	The regulatory risk of inadvertent Protocol violations is diminished.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Clarity of the requirement for submitting 12-month Outage schedules.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
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	Other Comments
	1
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Randy Jones

	E-mail Address
	rajones@calpine.com

	Company
	Calpine

	Phone Number
	713.830.8846

	Cell Number
	832.385.3322

	Market Segment
	Independent Generator


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4513


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


8.1.3.2
Resources

Resource Entities must provide ERCOT a Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage program for the next twelve (12) months, through an electronic interface as specified by ERCOT, updated for a rolling twelve (12) month period.  Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage scheduling data for Resource Facilities shall be kept current.  Updates shall identify any changes to previously proposed Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages and any additional Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage anticipated over the next twelve (12) months.
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