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	Comments


The Real-Time Sequence referenced in paragraph (1) of Section 6.5.7.1.13, Data Inputs and Outputs for the Real-Time Sequence and SCED, includes the Overload Alarm Processor.  Measured Mega Volt-Amperes (MVA) is a required input for the Overload Alarm Processor.  Without a MVA input, the Overload Alarm Processor will not be able to perform as described in Section 6.5.7.1.8, Overload Alarm Processor.  

ERCOT recommends that Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) submit calculated MVA for new equipment as currently required by Protocols. 

The MVA measurement is a requirement only for new equipment or existing equipment that is modified after Single-Entry Model (SEM) go-live.   TSPs have the option of either telemetering the MVA via Inter-Control Center Communications Protocol (ICCP) or modeling a calculated MVA.  Existing equipment already has an associated MVA measurement carried over from the zonal model.
If TSPs do not enter calculated MVA for new equipment, then the alternative will be for ERCOT to enter the MVA calculation on behalf of TSPs.  While this is possible, it was not in the original design of the data submittal process and thereby results in two inefficiencies.

The first problem has to do with validation rules for data submissions.  For the market facing database, ERCOT will have to relax the validation rules for MVA calculations so that TSPs can make entries without the required MVA measurement.  A second, ERCOT facing database will have to be established with the full set of validation rules.  Copying data between the two databases increases the processing time for each Network Operations Model Change Request (NOMCR) and the risk for error.  What could have been a 10-minute submission by TSPs would now be a 2.5 hour data submission process by ERCOT.
Secondly, if ERCOT enters MVA measurements on behalf of TSPs, it will use dependent NOMCRs to provide the added information.  These dependent NOMCRs will in some cases block TSPs’ ability to modify their own data submissions requiring contact with ERCOT staff.  For example, if a TSP wants to delay the in-service date for a new transformer, it will have to first contact ERCOT to coordinate the movement of the dependent NOMCR. Once again, this was not the original design intent for the Network Model Management System (NMMS) and is an added difficulty for both the TSPs and ERCOT.  Instead of having 24-hour-a-day ability to access information in NMMS, TSPs will in some circumstances be restricted to hours when ERCOT staff is available.
The two new processes that would result if Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 188 is approved are illustrated below.  Process boxes in BLUE represent changes to the existing process.  Estimated time constraints are indicated in yellow.
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	Overall Market Benefit
	

	Overall Market Impact
	

	Consumer Impact
	


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


None.
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