
APPROVED
Minutes of the ERCOT Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 – 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Attendance
Members:
	Abbouchi, Rosemarie
	BP Energy
	

	Basaran, Harika
	Austin Energy
	

	Drachenberg, Kevin
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Johnson, Eddie
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Riordon, Ken
	LCRA
	

	Moore, Chuck
	Direct Energy
	

	Moss, Steven
	First Choice Power
	

	Starr, Lee
	BTU
	

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska
	

	Trevino, Melissa
	Occidental Chemical Corp.
	


Guests:

	Castillo, Phyllis
	Reliant Energy
	

	Lee, Jim
	Direct Energy
	

	Lookadoo, Heddie
	NRG 
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	RRI
	

	Perry, Kim
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Pianza, Christina
	Exelon Generation
	Via Teleconference

	Podraza, Ernie
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Robinson, Billy
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Scott, Kathy
	CNP
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Allen, James
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Bauld, Mandy
	
	

	Deller, Art
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	House, Donald
	
	

	Mingo, Sonja
	
	

	Opheim, Calvin
	
	

	Parrish, Hope
	
	

	Tucker, Don
	
	

	Wattles, Paul
	
	

	Yager, Cheryl
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

COPS Chair Chuck Moore called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
Antitrust Admonition
Mr. Moore read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review and Discussion
Mr. Moore noted that Agenda Item #7, Registering of Block Load Transfers for Non-Opt In Entities (NOIEs), would not be taken up.
Approval of the Draft COPS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

Eddie Johnson moved to approve the draft April 14, 2009 COPS meeting minutes as posted.  Lee Starr seconded the motion.   The motion carried unanimously.  
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting Update (see Key Documents)
Michelle Trenary reviewed highlights of the May 7, 2009 ERCOT TAC meeting.

Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Update

Kyle Patrick reported on the April 15, 2009 RMS meeting.

Working Group/Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
COPS Communication Working Group (CCWG)

Ms. Trenary reviewed recent CCWG activities and noted that the ENRON Payout Invoice, posted 04/27/09, was the first use of the new ad hoc invoice process.  
Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 011, Updates to include the implementation of Project Number 70006 – 02 Website Enhancements for ERCOT Outages

Debbie McKeever moved to recommend approval of COPMGRR011 as recommended by CCWG.  Mr. Starr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Consumer Market Segment was not present for the vote.
System Change Request (SCR) 755, ERCOT.com Website Enhancements

Troy Anderson apologized that the Impact Analysis and the Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) for SCR755 was delivered only the day before the COPS meeting, and noted that SCR755 carries more impact than expected and might require resources dedicated to Nodal implementation; that the market should understand the size of the project; and opined that CEO input is needed.  Ms. Trenary recommended that COPS table SCR755 for one month.
Ms. McKeever moved to table SCR755 for one month.  Ms. Abbouchi seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Consumer Market Segment was not present for the vote.
Profiling Working Group (PWG)
Ernie Podraza reviewed recent PWG activities and noted that Interval Data Recorder (IDR) analysis, including available Load Research data and thresholds, will be discussed at length at the May 2009 PWG meeting.  Ms. Trenary requested an Unaccounted For Energy (UFE) report update at the June 2009 COPS meeting.
Annual Validation Update to the Profile Decision Tree

Tony Marsh moved to recommend approval of the Annual Validation update to the Profile Decision Tree as submitted.  Mr. Starr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Settlements and Extracts Working Group (SEWG)
Heddie Lookadoo reviewed recent SEWG activities and noted the continuing decline in extract issues.  Ms. Lookadoo also noted that substantial comments and notes regarding UFE Cost Data are posted to the SEWG page on the ERCOT website.

Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 158, EILS Self-Provision Formula Correction and Clarifications
Ms. Trenary moved to endorse NPRR158 as amended by SEWG comments.  Mr. Starr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Draft Protocol Revision Request (PRR), Stop Late Fees for Defaulted QSEs
Mandy Bauld and Cheryl Yager presented draft PRR language regarding cessation of Late Payment changes for defaulted Entities for COPS consideration.  Market Participants recommended revisions to the draft language to clarify “quarterly” and discussed that adequate time to correctly process collected funds is needed; possible minimum amounts that would initiate the process; and an adequate percentage of collateral to hold back.
Mr. Johnson moved to endorse the draft PRR to cease late payment charges for defaulted Entities, with language to set the cumulative floor at $50,000, collateral withholding of 5%, and ceasing collection of late fees.  The motion carried unanimously.
Market Advanced Readings and Settlements Task Force (MARS TF)

Kathy Scott reviewed recent activities of the MARS TF.
RMGRR075, Advanced Meter Interval Data File Format and Submission
Ms. Scott noted that RMGRR075 is brought for COPS consideration due to the settlement issue therein, and noted combined Transmission and Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) comments, as well as comments from ERCOT and Reliant Energy.  Market Participants discussed clarifications to “Lodestar Enhanced” (LSE) and Load Serving Entity (also LSE); and implications for various timelines for Validation, Editing, and Estimation (VEE) of meter data.  Market Participants also discussed that RMS would appreciate COPS opinion, and that the data posting timeline issue would be appropriately addressed at RMS.
Ms. McKeever moved to endorse RMGRR075 as amended by ERCOT comments and as revised by COPS, and to defer to RMS regarding the settlement quality interval data posting timeline.  Ms. Trenary seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Cooperative and Municipal Market Segments.  
Settlement of Distributed Renewable Generation (DRG) Regarding NOIEs
Don Tucker reviewed issues associated with the settlement of DRG behind NOIE metering points, and requested COPS direction. Market Participants discussed whether negative Load would be an accurate description; some Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) manager preferences; that there exists a difference today in how DRG greater than 50kW is handled in competitive and NOIE areas; and that NOIEs differ from each other on this complex issue.

Mr. Moore established the NOIE DRG Settlements Task Force, requested that Mr. Tucker send meeting notices to the COPS e-mail listserve, and directed that the task force return a recommendation to COPS.

Registering of Block Load Transfers for NOIEs

This item was not taken up.

2010 Project Prioritization List (PPL) (see Key Documents)
Hope Parrish reviewed the 2010 Market Operations (MO) PPL and provided an update on current 2009 MO financials.  Market Participants recommended revisions to the PPL.  Mr. Moore noted that COPS would vote on the 2010 PPL rank and prioritization at the June 2009 COPS meeting.
Other Business (see Key Documents)
Art Deller reported that miscellaneous folders were established on the Texas Market Link (TML) and utilized for the ad hoc invoice process; that each Entity’s folder has a test file of the Client Data Report; and that the Client Data Report will not be distributed via e-mail as of June 1, 2009.  Mr. Podraza noted that the e-mailed file allowed Entities to archive the file, and asked if ERCOT would use the archive tabs or a calendaring function.  Mr. Deller answered that Entities may download the file from the TML for their own archiving purposes; that he would also maintain the source files; and that work is underway to move additional invoices, such as the Wide Area Network (WAN) invoice, to the miscellaneous folder.
Adjournment

Mr. Moore adjourned the meeting at 12:42 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/05/20090512-COPS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/05/20090512-COPS� 
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