PWG: Draft - Conference Call Meeting Notes

Wednesday, April 22, 2009
Attendees:

Ed Echols, ONCOR

Lloyd Young, AEP

Ernie Podraza, Direct Energy 

Steven Bargas,  Tenaska
Jim Lee, Direct Energy

Kelly Gilbert, TNMP

Kalyani Sahoo, Reliant Energy

Bob Laningham, TXU
Darryl Nelson, ONCOR

Tim Williamson, ONCOR

Calvin Opheim, ERCOT 

Carl Raish, ERCOT
Bill Boswell, ERCOT

Diana Ott, ERCOT

Ron Hernandez, ERCOT

Adrian Marquez, ERCOT
MEETING OPEN

Ernie welcomed everyone to the PWG conference call and then read the antitrust admonition.

Agenda item 2. COPS mtg. review, PWG agenda review 

Provided an update on the past COPs meeting and reviewed the agenda for the meeting.  
Agenda Item 3. Approval of March 25 Conference Call Meeting notes 
March 25 meeting notes were approved with no changes

Agenda Item 4. Load Research Project Update and Timeline 
Bill Boswell provided the update on the Load research project.  
Agenda Item 5. Annual Validation Kickoff and Annual Decision Tree Updates 
Diana Ott reviewed the annual updates for the Profile Decision Tree with PWG and went over a presentation covering the Estimated Residential Profile changes for 2009.  PWG had consensus for the annual update to the Profile Decision Tree. Ernie will provide information to COPS for approval.  

Agenda Item 6. UFE 2008 Preliminary Report

Ron reviewed the 2008 UFE Analysis Protocol Requirement Report presentation posted.   Some discussion ensued regarding the Hurricane Ike impacts on UFE and Ernie stated that Centerpoint’s estimation process frequently underestimated September reads which resulted in overestimation for October reads.  Discussion also brought out that another contributing factor to UFE was the economic downturn starting at the end of 2008.  Carl mentioned the Load Profiling Group had analyzed the economic downturn at the request of the ERCOT Board and would be glad to provide the information to PWG in May.   
Action Item:  ERCOT to post Economic Downturn presentation for review at the May PWG meeting
Ernie mentioned the need to review the UFE allocation process in consideration of the implementation of advanced metering.  The current UFE allocation weighting factors for NIDR is 1.0 and for IDR is 0.5. it may be appropriate to change these.  Ernie indicated he will make this an agenda item for the next meeting.  
Agenda Item 7. Any new issues from ERCOT or Market Participants

No new issues were brought up

Agenda Item 8. Review action items and open/closed items list

No actions items reviewed from open/closed list
Agenda Item 9. Confirm meeting on May 27 room 168, and adjourn
Ernie confirmed the date for the next PWG meeting and asked Carl if ERCOT would be ready to present results for the 2009 Goal # 7 – IDR Threshold.  Bob questioned why we are discussing lowering the threshold for IDR installation since we are beginning advanced metering installations.  Bob wanted to make it clear that Oncor’s position is that they are not buying any IDR meters and he thought PWG had already ruled out lowering the IDR threshold.  Ernie reminded the group that the IDR Threshold analysis is a goal for the PWG for 2009 and there maybe value to installing IDRs sooner than the AMS schedule might call for on some customers.  In addition not all TDSPs have filed a deployment plan.  Calvin stated that AEP had just filed their plan and stated that the notes for the November PWG meeting indicated agreement to move the analysis to the 2009 goals.  Bob felt like this is a very important topic and should be discussed further and not over the phone.  Ernie agreed we should have a in person meeting and will make this topic an agenda item.  
Action Item – TDSPs should be familiar with issues pertaining to lowering the IDR threshold.  

The next PWG meeting will be on May 27 at the ERCOT Met Center, Room 168.
The meeting was adjourned. 
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