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PSEG TX has reviewed the CEO Revision Request Review report on NPRR 156, Transparency for PSS and Full Interconnection Studies.  Some background might be helpful to understand the origin of the language about which ERCOT has expressed concerned. NPRR 156 was reviewed by TPTF on February 23, 2009. During this review, Market Participants expressed concern that the language of the NPRR could be interpreted so as to require Real-Time dynamic posting of Power System Stabilizer (PSS) information.  As this is not the intent of NPRR 156, the language was clarified to include “the value of the tuning parameters (local or inter-area)” to ensure that ERCOT had a clear understanding of the data to be posted and to allay the concerns expressed by the Market Participants. 
The PSS information is currently posted on the Transmission Planning Website at the following URL:

http://planning.ercot.com/data/dynamic/

The data is currently posted in the form of a spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet header is below.  The additional information required for posting would add two columns to the spreadsheet, which are added and highlighted below.  Thus the posting of this information is not onerous and the spreadsheet could be updated now and filled in as ERCOT receives the data through various communications (interconnection information, Resource Asset Registration Forms, TRE discussions, surveys, etc.)
	Generator
	ERCOT Unit Name
	QSE
	PSS
	Local Tuning
	Inter-Area Tuning
	AVR
	Comments


ERCOT and Market Participants are concerned about system stability as is evidenced by the operational discussions and ongoing interest around stability limits, including specifically the West to North stability limit.  ERCOT is currently conducting various stability studies.  The tuning of PSSs in the system would appear to be material to such studies.

The existing zonal Protocols, 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information, states that both the “Existence and tuning of Power System Stabilizers of each interconnected Generation Resource” (emphasis added) are public information. Thus, the existing zonal Protocols set an expectation that ERCOT will have information on the tuning parameters of PSSs.  To the extent that ERCOT does not have the PSS tuning information, perhaps it can be collected as part of the testing process that is required every five years under the ERCOT Operating Guides, Section 2.2.4,  Automatic Voltage Regulators and Power System Stabilizers states, in part:  “Excitation systems, including power system stabilizers, shall also be tested every five years.” [ERCOT Operating Guides, April 1, 2009, p 2-13.]  

Section 3.1.4.5, Automatic Voltage Regulators and Power System Stabilizers of the ERCOT Operating Guides states that they will be kept in service and that “Unit Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR) and PSS modeling information required in the ERCOT Planning Criteria shall be determined from actual unit testing described in the Operating Guides.  Within thirty (30) days of ERCOT’s request, the results of the latest test performed shall be supplied to ERCOT and the Transmission Service Provider, (TSP.)”  Thus ERCOT could work with Entities to document the data to the extent it is already available.
The usefulness of this information is not limited to nodal, and PSEG Texas encourages ERCOT to reconsider its position on this issue.  If however, ERCOT believes that posting the information is too onerous, PSEG Texas encourages ERCOT to continue to make the existing information available until such time as it is amended with the data required by the language in the Nodal Protocols.
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