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	Comments


Luminant Energy Company, LLC supports the need for language to clarify what defines a failing Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Schedule Control Error (SCE) performance score.  However, as part of the PRR 787 Discussion Group, the group voiced a need to revise the conditions concerning Ancillary Service deployment performance as described in Protocols, 6.10.6, Ancillary Service Deployment Performance Conditions to ensure accuracy.  Luminant proposed additional clarity on the Outage definitions based on the North American Reliability Corporation’s (NERC’s) Generation Availability Data Systems (GADS) Data Reporting definitions.  

	Overall Market Benefit
	

	Overall Market Impact
	

	Consumer Impact
	


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1
Definitions

Outage

Removal of a Facility, or a portion of a Facility, from service to perform maintenance, construction or repair on the Facility for a specified duration.

Forced Outage

For a Transmission Facility, an Outage initiated by protective relay, or manually in response to an observation by personnel or the System Operator that the condition of equipment could lead to an event, or potential event, that poses a threat to people, equipment, or public safety.
For a Generation Resource, an Outage that requires immediate removal (either through controlled or un-controlled actions) of a Resource from service through automated or manual means.  This type of Outage usually results from immediate mechanical/electrical/hydraulic control system trips and operator-initiated actions in response to a Resource’s condition.

Forced Derate

For a Generation Resource, an Outage that requires immediate removal (either through controlled or un-controlled actions) of a portion of the Resource from service through automated or manual means.  The portion of the Resource removed from service must exceed two-percent (2%) of its prior High Sustainable Limit (HSL) for Generation Resources larger than 500 MW and ten-percent (10%) of its prior HSL for Generation Resources smaller than 500 MW.

Startup Failure

An Outage that results when a Generation Resource is unable to be at Low Sustainable Limit (LSL) at the time scheduled in the Resource Plan.  A startup failure ends when the Resource  1) achieves its LSL, 2) is scheduled to go Off-line, or 3) enters a Forced Outage.

Maintenance Outage

Removing Transmission Facility or Resource Facility equipment from service to perform work on specific Facility components that could be postponed briefly.  Such work is required to prevent a potential Forced Outage or Forced Derate and cannot be postponed until the next Planned Outage.  Such Maintenance Outages are classified as follows:

(1)
Level 1 Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within twenty-four (24) hours to prevent a potential Forced Outage;
(2)
Level II Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within seven (7) days to prevent a potential Forced Outage; and
(3)
Level III Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within thirty (30) days to prevent a potential Forced Outage.
Planned Outage

Any major or minor Transmission Facility or Resource Facility equipment Outage, other than a defined Maintenance Outage, that is planned and scheduled in advance as submitted to ERCOT.

6.10.6
Ancillary Service Deployment Performance Conditions

ERCOT shall determine the performance of providers of QSE SCE performance under normal operating conditions.  ERCOT shall remove from consideration of average performance of a QSE any period during which any of the following events has occurred and which does not have a passing score.

(1)
The two and half (2.5) hour period after the QSE has experienced a Forced Outage, Forced Derate or Startup Failure (excluding operator error Startup Failures) of a Generation Resource and is under-generating or unexpected loss of Private Use Network load and is over-generating;

(2)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) for all QSEs in which ERCOT has deployed or recalled Balancing Energy in response to an Unusual Event;

(3)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) in which ERCOT has issued a verbal Dispatch Instruction;

(4)
The period where ERCOT issues unit-specific instructions to any QSE outside of the unit’s capabilities;

(5)
The period where ERCOT issues portfolio instructions to any QSE outside of the QSE’s portfolio capabilities, including the QSE’s bid ramp rate;

(6)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) in which a QSE is ramping into (from time of notification to time of deployment) or out of (from end of deployment to thirty (30) minutes later) a NSRS deployment;

(7)
If requested the day before the test by a QSE, the entire Settlement Interval(s) in which a QSE is performing tests required in Section 6.10, Ancillary Service Qualification, Testing and Performance Standards, and other regulatory agency-required tests;
(8)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) in which a QSE’s Resource Plan shows only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources On-line; 

(9)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) in which a QSE has deployed energy from extra capacity during an Emergency Notice or EECP; 

	[PRR775:  Replace paragraph (9) above with the following on May 1, 2009:]

(9)
The entire Settlement Interval(s) in which a QSE has deployed energy from extra capacity during an Emergency Notice or EEA;


(10)
The lesser of: 

(a) 
The time it takes to comply with the second Dispatch Instruction; or 

(b) 
Forty-five (45) minutes following the second Dispatch Instruction, when ERCOT sends a Dispatch Instruction to a QSE whose only controllable Generation Resource is in the West Congestion Zone to decrease the output from that Generation Resource and, within forty-five (45) minutes of sending that Dispatch Instruction, sends a second Dispatch Instruction to the same QSE to increase the output from that Generation Resource, provided that the QSE did not provide any Ancillary Service other than Balancing Energy service from that Generation Resource during the period removed from consideration of the QSE’s average SCE performance; and

	[PIP112: Add item #11 below to the list and renumber the existing (11) to (12) when BUL is implemented:]

(11)
If requested by a QSE, up to three (3) scheduling hours following an instruction issued by ERCOT to recall previously deployed Responsive Reserve, Non-Spin or Balancing Energy Up Services provided from replacement capacity that is using qualified Load as the QSE’s Resource; and


(11)
Certain other periods of abnormal operations as determined by ERCOT.
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