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Luminant Energy does not support approval of this NPRR as submitted.  Specifically, Luminant Energy does not agree with the statement made in the Comments submitted by ERCOT that says that NPRR 173 “aligns Nodal Protocol language with current zonal Protocol language in Section 6.5, Ancillary Services Selection and Requirements.”  
Specifically, Luminant Energy believes that the current zonal Protocol language related to the minimum offer size for any Ancillary Services is one (1) MW as clearly shown by the following references are from Section 6.5, Ancillary Services Selection and Requirements (the current ERCOT zonal Protocols):

6.5.2
Balancing Energy Service

(21)
The minimum number of megawatts of Balancing Energy Service that may be offered to ERCOT is one (1) MW.
6.5.3
Regulation Service (RGS)

(7)
The minimum amount of RGS that may be offered to ERCOT is one (1) MW.

6.5.4
Responsive Reserve Service

(6)
The minimum amount of RRS that may be offered to ERCOT is one (1) MW. 

6.5.5
Non-Spinning Reserve Service (NSRS)

(3)
The minimum amount of NSRS that may be offered to ERCOT is one (1) MW.
6.5.6
Replacement Reserve Service
(3)
The minimum amount of RPRS that may be offered to ERCOT is one (1) MW.
Nor do we agree with the statement in the justification portion of the NPRR that says “Without this modification, there will be a reduction in the number of existing Load Resources able to provide Ancillary Services in the Nodal Market.”  Since Load Resources are currently limited to offering a minimum of one (1) MW, why would there be a reduction in participation in the Nodal market that maintains the same one (1) MW minimum offer size?
Furthermore, Luminant would note that the current zonal Protocols also establish the minimum offer for Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS) at one (1) MW, which is only provided from Load Resources.  Specifically, the zonal Protocols say:

6.5.12
Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS)

(6)
The minimum amount of EILS that may be offered in a bid to ERCOT is one (1) megawatt (MW).  EILS Resources may be aggregated to reach the one (1) MW bid requirement.
Thus, it seems clear that the existing zonal Protocols and the Nodal Protocols are already in alignment, i.e., the minimum offer for any Resource, Generation or Load, to provide ancillary service is one (1) MW.  Furthermore, Luminant questions the operational value provided by any ancillary service offer of less than one (1) MW.  
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


None at this time.
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