WMS Recommendation Report


	SCR Number
	754
	SCR Title
	Replace Email Delivery of WGRPP Forecasts (formerly “WGRPP Forecasts Posted on Zonal TML”)

	Timeline
	Urgent
	Recommended Action
	Approval

	Date of Decision
	March 18, 2009

	Supporting Protocol Section
	4.4.15, QSE Resource Plans

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon system implementation.

	Priority and Rank Recommended
	Priority 2-High and a rank of 39.2.

	System Change Description
	In accordance with Protocol Section 4.4.15, QSE Resource Plans, ERCOT shall produce renewable production potential forecasts for Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) to be used as the planned operating level in the Resource Plan during Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) procurements.

Upon approval of PRR763, Use of WGRPP as Planned Operating Level in Day-Ahead Resource Plan for WGRs, ERCOT implemented the WGR Production Potential (WGRPP) forecast without delay by having the WGRPP forecasting service email forecasts directly to each WGR Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE).  The email process proved to cause unacceptable delivery delays and errors for QSEs.  

This System Change Request (SCR) proposes to provide a secure and programmatic means to supply the WGR QSEs with their forecasts by:

· Provide WGR QSEs their forecasts through the zonal Extensible Markup Language (XML) Market User Interface (MUI). 

· A WGR QSE can obtain its current forecasts by submitting a query through the zonal XML MUI.  

· This will be through a query as specified in the "ERCOT Participant Interface:  XML" document. 

· Past forecasts will not be available after each hour.

· ERCOT may restrict the frequency of these queries to protect system availability. 

	Overall Market Benefit
	More reliable delivery of forecasts to WGR QSEs.

	Overall Market Impact
	Unknown.

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.

	Procedural History
	· On 12/23/08, SCR754 was posted.
· On 1/28/09 WMS considered SCR754.

· On 2/4/09, ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 2/16/09, a second set of ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 3/6/09, a third set of ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 3/18/09, an Impact Analysis and Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) were posted.

· On 3/18/09, WMS again considered SCR754.

	WMS Decision
	On 1/28/09, WMS unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR754 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 3/18/09, WMS unanimously voted to grant SCR754 Urgent status, recommend approval of SCR754 as amended by the 2/16/09 ERCOT comments, and endorse and forward the Impact Analysis and CBA with a recommended project priority of 2-High and ranking of 39.2.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of WMS Discussion
	On 1/28/09, ERCOT Staff explained that implementation is being delayed; once the system change has been implemented, ERCOT will issue a market Notice and will continue to send the information out via email during a transition period.
On 3/18/09, it was noted that ERCOT will use funding from the “Additional Zonal Projects Requested After Determination of New Nodal Go-Live Date” project on the Project Priority List (PPL).


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	The solution proposed by ERCOT can be supported by QSEs.

	
	2
	Resources are available to complete the work at the QSE and ERCOT.
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	A QSE would add a query to its existing system that queries the ERCOT zonal XML MUI.
	Unknown.
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	More reliable delivery of forecasts to WGR QSEs.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
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	Other
	1
	

	Comments
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	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	ERCOT 020409
	Explains that solution proposed in original submission is not acceptable and that ERCOT will develop a new proposal.

	ERCOT 021609
	Proposes a new solution that will allow QSEs to reliably receive the wind forecasts.

	ERCOT 030609
	Presents analysis of impacts based on solution proposed in 2/16/09 ERCOT comments.


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	John Dumas

	Company
	ERCOT

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Business Case for Proposed System Change



Issue:  

Emailing of forecasts directly to WGR QSEs by WGRPP forecasting service has caused unacceptable delivery delays and errors for QSEs.  Email servers have proven to be unreliable.

Resolution:

Leverage zonal Energy and Market Management System (EMMS) design to provide WGR QSEs with their forecasts via the Zonal XML MUI, which is a more secure and reliable means of supplying this information.  The zonal XML MUI is being used today by QSEs to retrieve data.
See “System Change Description” above for additional detail.
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