Date:
March 5, 2009

To:
ERCOT Technical Advisory Committee

From:
Mark Bruce, TAC Chair

Re:
Agenda Item No. 2  ERCOT Board Update

Members:

Please see below for a summary of items of interest from the Feb., 17, 2009 meeting of the ERCOT Board of Directors.  Action items from the Board to the TAC appear in RED.

Protocol Revision Requests
The Board passed all PRRs recommended by TAC as described below.

PRR 782  Clean Up and Corrections to Terminology and Transaction Timings in Protocols Sec. 15, Customer Registration
Approved with amendments to clarify process for customer-initiated activity.  The Board Action Report is attached for your reference.
PRR 793  WGR QSE Scheduling Metric - URGENT
Approved as recommended by TAC.
PRR 794  Meteorological Data Required from QSEs Representing WGRs - URGENT
Approved as recommended by TAC.
PRR 795  90-Day Transmission Outage Scheduling Timeline - URGENT

Approved as recommended by TAC.
PRR 798  Update Trading Hub Conversion - URGENT
Approved as recommended by TAC.
PRR 799  ERCOT CEO Approval of NPRRs and SCRs Prior to Posting on MIS - URGENT
Approved with amendments.  The Board Action Report is attached for your reference.
System Change Request

SCR 745  Retail Market Outage Evaluation and Resolution
Approved TAC recommendation to close the project without proceeding to Phase III.

TIEC Appeal of TAC Action (PRR 776)
The Board spent considerable time weighing both procedural and substantive issues regarding TIEC’s appeal of TAC’s Feb. 5 decision to table PRRs 776 and 791.  The Board did not grant TIEC’s appeal.  The Board Action Report is attached for your reference.
The Board instructed TAC to do 2 things:
a.)  Either bring PRRs 776 and 791 to the Board for action in March or deliver a status report on TAC’s deliberations; and

b.)  Propose a solution to the “limbo issue” with all due haste.
TAC will consider both PRRs on March 5 under Agenda Item No. 7.  ERCOT Staff has filed PRR 804 as a vehicle to address the limbo issue.  This  PRR is not posted for action by TAC on March 5.  It will be considered by PRS in March.

Nodal Implementation
The Board approved a revised nodal schedule, budget, and nodal surcharge recommendation to the PUCT. ERCOT Directors expressed support for the recent actions of TAC to adjust stakeholder involvement in the nodal implementation process and request we bring them additional details in March.  The stakeholder enagement issue will be discussed at our March meeting under Agenda Item No. 5.
Ancillary Services Procurement Methodology

The Board approved revisions to the ERCOT Ancillary Services Procurement Methodology document as endorsed by TAC.  The revisions concerned optimization of NSRS procurement and increasing the number of MWs of RRS provided by LaaRs when ERCOT procures between 2300 and 2800 MW of RRS.  Directors requested TAC continue the study of whether the cap of 50% of RRS provided by LaaRs at 2300 MW of total RRS can be raised and report back to the Board with study results.  It is the Chair’s intent to pass this request to ROS and request a report to TAC when the study is complete.
Regional Planning Group Charter
This item was assigned by the Board in January when Directors approved revisions to the ERCOT Planning Charter but remanded the issue of “neutral projects” to TAC for further consideration.  The Board did not set a deadline for a TAC response.  The Board discussion and action is captured on pp.7-8 of the attached January Board meeting minutes.  The proposed document with the “neutral project” language in it is attached for your reference.  We will address this item briefly on March 5 under Agenda Item No. 2.  TAC will receive an update on Regional Planning Group discussion on this issue from ERCOT Staff and my sense is that it will make sense for TAC to remand this issue either to WMS for consideration of the economic issues presented and/or to ROS for consideration of the system planning issues raised by the remand.
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