Board Action Report

	PRR Number
	795
	PRR Title
	90-Day Transmission Outage Scheduling Timeline

	Timeline
	Urgent
	Action
	Approved

	Date of Decision
	February 17, 2009

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	8.3.3, Timelines for Response by ERCOT

	Effective Date
	March 1, 2009

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Revision Description
	This Protocol Revision Request (PRR): 

1) Adds a new Outage response timeline that will place a requirement on ERCOT to coordinate Outages submitted with more than ninety (90) days Notice at least seventy-five (75) days prior to the start of the proposed Outage; and

2) Provides clarification of three (3) to eight (8) day timeline to eliminate an overlap in requirements.



	Overall Market Benefit
	1) Proposed change should assist in increasing the accuracy of the Transmission Congestion Right (TCR) model. This will enhance the TCR market’s usefulness.

2) Proposed change will reduce confusion in timeline interpretation.



	Overall Market Impact
	1) Proposed change will enhance TCR Account Holder’s ability to mitigate Congestion risks by providing more detailed TCR cases.

2) None.



	Consumer Impact
	1) Proposed change should decrease the impact of Outage-related Congestion due to both oversold and undersold TCRs.

2) None.



	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed PRR795 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 1/5/09, PRR795 and its Impact Analysis were posted.
· On 1/7/09, PRS granted PRR795 Urgent status via email vote.

· On 1/22/09, PRS considered PRR795 and its Impact Analysis.

· On 2/5/09, TAC considered PRR795.

· On 2/17/09, the ERCOT Board considered PRR795.

	PRS Decision 
	On 1/22/09, PRS unanimously voted recommend approval of PRR795 as submitted and to endorse and forward the Impact Analysis to TAC.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 1/22/09, ERCOT Staff noted that this process is currently performed by ERCOT and that this PRR was submitted to confirm this process.

	TAC Decision
	On 2/5/09, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of PRR795 as recommended by PRS.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 2/5/09, there was no discussion.

	Board Decision
	On 2/17/09, the ERCOT Board approved PRR795 as recommended by TAC.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	Assumptions
	1
	1) Ninety (90)-day timeline does not place an additional burden on MPs.

	
	2
	1) Ninety (90)-day timeline does not increase the number of Outages needed to maintain the ERCOT System.

	
	3
	2) Wording clarification will produce no change in business practice.

	
	4
	

	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	No additional full time equivalents (FTEs) will be required.
	

	
	2
	No changes in software or system tools required.
	

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Enhanced TCR monthly models.
	

	
	2
	
	

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	None.

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Other Comments
	1
	None.

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Woody Rickerson

	Company
	wrickerson@ercot.com

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


8.3.3
Timelines for Response by ERCOT

For Transmission Facility Outages, ERCOT shall approve or reject each request in accordance with the following table:

	Amount of time between the request for approval of the proposed Outage and the scheduled start date of the proposed Outage:
	ERCOT will approve or reject no later than:

	Three (3) days
	0000 hours, one (1) day prior to start of the proposed Outage

	Between four (4) and eight (8) days
	0000 hours, two (2) days prior to start of the proposed Outage

	Between nine (9) days and forty-five (45) days
	Four (4) days prior to the start of the proposed Outage

	Between forty-six (46) days and ninety (90) days
	Thirty (30) days prior to the start of the proposed Outage

	Greater than ninety (90) days
	Seventy-five (75) days prior to the start of the proposed Outage


ERCOT will make reasonable attempts to accommodate unusual circumstances that support TSP requests for approval earlier than required by the schedule above.

If circumstances prevent adherence to these timetables, ERCOT shall discuss the request status and reason for the delay of the approval with the requesting TSP and make reasonable attempts to mitigate the effect of the delay on the TSP.

When ERCOT rejects a request for an Outage, ERCOT shall provide TSPs, in written or electronic form, suggested amendments to the schedules of Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities.  Any such suggested amendments accepted by the TSP shall be processed by ERCOT as a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facility request in accordance with this Section.
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