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These comments are related to the 10/28/08 ERCOT comments and raise concerns about unfair advantage in the market place.
ERCOT posed several questions, including the following:

1. Is the notification required by the ERCOT Operating Period Desk Section 2.4 adequate notification?  Several options are available to provide notice.  ERCOT would prefer to go with the option listed below.

a. ERCOT can post this as an Emergency Notice at the following web link (http://mospublic.ercot.com/ercot/jsp/emergency_notifications.jsp).  The ERCOT operator normally enters an Emergency notification using the Market Operator Interface tool (MOI).  This is free form text so there is no standard method to create this notice. Normally, the operator specifies the Non-Spin deployment time, the affected zones, and the effective intervals. This is the easiest way for Market Participants to know when Non-Spin has been deployed.  Note: ERCOT does not specify how much Non-Spin is being deployed or how much in each zone. Also, it is not a requirement for ERCOT to specify which zones Non-Spinning is being deployed. If this information is required, then it would be best to get that info from the MOI tool which would require some changes to the ERCOT website.

DB Energy Trading offers the following in response: For any implementation of PRR776 which has a pricing change in Real Time dependent on the knowledge that Non-Spin has been deployed, a fail safe method for informing Market Participants is necessary.  The posting of Emergency Notices has not been 100% reliable and any attempt to get Real Time pricing, which PRR776 is, must have 100% reliable and timely information regarding the deployment of Non-Spinning Reserve Service (NSRS). 

DB offers that ERCOT post Non-Spin deployment information in real-time, similar to how other Ancillary Services are posted.  Two options are outlined below.
1) http://mospublic.ercot.com/ercot/jsp/balancing_services_mcp.jsp  In an additional column for each zone, publish the amount of Non-Spin deployed included in the SPD clearing for each interval.  It is anticipated that is would be a very minor change necessary to implement this change.

2) As its own screen, similar to the option above – just separate from the prices but still updated after each SPD run.
Without clear notification of Non-Spin, PRR 776 as approved by PRS is unworkable, as are other options.   An undue advantage will be given to those QSEs with Non-Spin Deployments, as they will be the only players in the market who have a reliable and timely indication that Non-spin has been deployed; therefore, these will be the only players who know the price in Real Time.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language
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