PWG Conference Call
Meeting Notes - DRAFT
Wednesday, January 28, 2009
Phone Attendees
Mary Zientara – Reliant Energy

Nihal Ulus – Direct Energy

Chris Rowley – TXU Energy

Carl Raish – ERCOT

Ernie Podraza – Direct Energy 

Diana Ott – ERCOT

Calvin Opheim – ERCOT

Darryl Nelson – Oncor

Kyle Miller – CenterPoint Energy

Adrian Marquez – ERCOT

Jim Lee – Direct Energy

Bob Laningham – Oncor

Ron Hernandez – ERCOT

Alan Graves – AEP

Ed Echols – Oncor

Bill Boswell – ERCOT

Steven Bargas – Tenaska

Agenda Item 1:  Antitrust Admonition
Ernie Podraza read the antitrust admonition.

Agenda Item 2:  COPS Meeting and PWG Agenda Review
Ernie stated that LPGRR032, Profile Decision Tree Changes for Advanced Meters was approved at the January 13 COPS meeting.  COPS recommended approval of PRR789, Removal of Grey Box Language Related to Lagged Dynamic Load Profiling Due to Unfunded Projects and PRR790, Load Profile ID Annual Validation Change Request.
Agenda Item 3:  Approval of December 18 Meeting Notes
The December 18 PWG meeting notes were approved without modification.
Agenda Item 4:  PWG Leadership Election
The sole person nominated as Chairperson was Ernie Podraza and Kyle Miller was the only person nominated as Vice-Chairperson.  Both Ernie and Kyle agreed to serve and there was no opposition to them being appointed.
Agenda Item 5a:  Project Update and Timeline
Bill reviewed the LRS update and timeline presentation posted to the PWG website for today’s meeting. (http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/01/20090128-PWG)  A key slide showed the percentage of interval data received by TDSP for the period from 07/01/2008 through 11/30/2008.

Agenda Item 5b:  Sample Point Replacement and Advanced Meters 
Carl got things started by summarizing his take on the issue.  He said that it’s a difficult situation—that the target population on which resulting load profiles would be used is constantly changing, so there is a real question on what to do about sample points.  Every option has drawbacks.

Carl suggested that TDSPs continue installing Advanced Meters according to their plans, and that ERCOT would use the interval data from these sites (where Advanced Meters replaced LRS IDRs) in the LRS analysis.

Kyle Miller said that CenterPoint Energy will initially be unable to get interval data to ERCOT from the Advanced Meters, but maybe CNP could do so eventually.  Kyle asked if something like a three to four month lag would be acceptable.  Carl said he supposes not.  There was some more discussion on timing issues and Kyle said that maybe CenterPoint could have a conference call with ERCOT next week or so.

Alan Graves asked about data collection timelines.  Carl said he was thinking about extending the data collection period because of issues related to Hurricane Ike.  After some discussion Ernie asked ERCOT to modify and publish the proposed timeline so it can be reviewed by TDSPs and others, and then discussed at February’s PWG meeting.

ACTION ITEM:  ERCOT to prepare a proposed LRS timeline and submit to the PWG email list, well before February’s PWG meeting.

Regarding whether to use data from LRS sites where an Advanced Meter is installed, Ernie tossed out the idea of ERCOT contacting the REP of record for these sites to find out if they are served under special pricing such as on a demand response program.  Various approaches were discussed on how this type of issue could be handled.  Calvin commented that this type of special pricing is unlikely to be in effect until the interim settlement solution is in place.

ACTION ITEM:  Kyle to send ERCOT a list of 100 CNP LRS sites for which Advanced Meters will be installed relatively soon.

The group looked at the AMS deployment file posted on the website for today’s conference call.  Kyle verbally provided some updated numbers, with which ERCOT will update the file for a future posting.  Carl said ERCOT will try to get AMS deployment estimates from AEP and TNMP.  Alan Graves mentioned some issues and said that AEP is not in a position now to give these estimates.  

ACTION ITEM:  ERCOT to request AMS deployment estimates from TNMP.

Agenda Item 6:  Advanced Meter 15 Minute Interval Solution Status 
Calvin said he believes that by mid-February ERCOT will have a target date for implementation of the interim settlement solution.  Calvin believes ERCOT will be able to support Advanced Meters for three million ESI IDs by the end of 2009, which is ahead of the TDSPs’ implementation schedules.  
Agenda Item 7:  Review Target Timeline for 2009 PWG Goals 
The 2009 PWG Goals document has not yet been posted to the Profiling Working Group webpage.  However, the goals are in a presentation (PWG_COPS_Update_20090113_v2) on the webpage for the January 13, 2009 COPS meeting. (http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2009/01/20090113-COPS)

In reference to Advanced Meters, Oncor and CNP said they plan to provide interval data for initial settlement.  

ACTION ITEM:  ERCOT is to review the goals and put on the agenda for the February PWG meeting.

Agenda Item 8:  Any New Issues from ERCOT or Market Participants 

Darryl Nelson asked about the status of DRG.  Calvin said that everything is up and running.  Adrian stated that ERCOT usually sends out recommendations for Profile ID changes within a couple of days after receiving the information from a TDSP.    

Agenda Item 9:  Review Action Items and Open/Closed Items List

Diana Ott said she was not aware of any open items on the list.  She also mentioned that items brought up at a PWG meeting are only put on the list if they are not resolved at the next PWG meeting.

Next PWG Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 25.  Ernie would like to wait until after the COPS meeting to determine whether to meet in person at the ERCOT Met Center or to have a conference call.
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