WMS Recommendation Report


	SCR Number
	754
	SCR Title
	WGRPP Forecasts Posted On Zonal TML

	Timeline
	Normal
	Recommended Action
	Approval

	Date of Decision
	January 28, 2009

	Supporting Protocol Section
	4.4.15, QSE Resource Plans

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	System Change Description
	In accordance with Protocol Section 4.4.15, QSE Resource Plans, ERCOT shall produce renewable production potential forecasts for Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) to be used as the planned operating level in the Resource Plan during Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) procurements.

Upon approval of PRR763, Use of WGRPP as Planned Operating Level in Day-Ahead Resource Plan for WGRs, ERCOT implemented the WGR Production Potential (WGRPP) forecast without delay by having the WGRPP forecasting service email forecasts directly to each WGR Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE).  The email process proved to cause unacceptable delivery delays and errors for QSEs.  This System Change Request (SCR) proposes to provide a secure and programmatic means to supply the WGR QSEs with their forecasts by:

· Fork lifting the tested ERCOT interface with the WGRPP Forecasting Service to support zonal forecast delivery;

· Setting up a process to receive and parse Extensible Markup Language (XML) forecasts by QSE;

· Posting forecast files into a Market Information Distribution (MID) drop-off folder;

· Deploying a MID/Market Information Repository (MIR) process to post files to Texas Market Link (TML);

· Offering XML specification for QSEs to programmatically download files via Application Programming Interface (API)/XML; and

· Receiving forecasts from forecasting service AWS Truewind into zonal.

	Overall Market Benefit
	More reliable delivery of forecasts to WGR QSEs.

	Overall Market Impact
	Unknown.

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.

	Procedural History
	· On 12/23/08, SCR754 was posted.
· On 1/28/09 WMS considered SCR754.

	WMS Decision
	On 1/28/09, WMS unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR754 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of WMS Discussion
	On 1/28/09, ERCOT Staff explained that implementation is being delayed; once the system change has been implemented, ERCOT will issue a Market Notice and will continue to send the information out via email during a transition period.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	

	Assumptions
	1
	The Nodal framework is moved to zonal as planned.

	
	2
	QSEs will approve the XML solution to reduce amount of development and testing needed.

	
	3
	Nodal resources are available to complete the work.

	
	4
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	Unknown.
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	More reliable delivery of forecasts to WGR QSEs.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
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	Other
	1
	

	Comments
	2
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	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	John Dumas

	Company
	ERCOT

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Business Case for Proposed System Change



Issue:  

Emailing of forecasts directly to WGR QSEs by WGRPP forecasting service has caused unacceptable delivery delays and errors for QSEs.  Email servers have proven to be unreliable.
Resolution:
Partially leveraging Nodal design to provide WGR QSEs with their forecasts via TML, which is a more secure and reliable means of supplying this information.

See “System Change Description” above for additional detail.
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