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1. Antitrust admonition briefing conducted.
2. February 2008 meeting minutes approved with one minor syntax change of “of STP” reference was suggested.

3. An update was given on the progress of the responsive reserve study (RRS). Preparation of the IEESGO models is currently underway for all units except combined cycle models. Using 2008 summer base case, Tony created spreadsheets for responsive blocks of 2300 and 2800 MW to identify the participating units. A suggestion was made to document the general steps and thought process for creating the responsive reserve spreadsheets. Some progress has been made to tune the IEESGO models using the summer peak case (Forney event). Another event may need to be chosen due to the difficulty of tuning the governor model with the Forney event (i.e. several trips occurred).  Tony discussed the methodology of tuning the IEESGO parameters using Jose’s scripts.  Fred mentioned that there are a few events that could be used for governor model tuning. It was suggested the Trading House event could be a good candidate. Fred will provide this data to the group. Using the Trading House event and further tuning of the governor parameters, we may be able to produce a valid governor model. Parameters K1 (1/droop) and T4 seem to have the most impact on the model. The goal is to have these models tuned within two weeks from today (5/15/08).

4. An update was given on the progress of the 2008 spring off-peak flat start base case.  There is still an issue for the 2008 spring off-peak flat start base case.  One combined cycle unit, 11012 Navasota, is still misbehaving.  The speed governor is initialized out of limits.  If the governor is removed, the case becomes stable and flat.  It was decided that this unit will not have a large impact on the LAAR study, so it will be commented out in the dynamics data base (DYR file).

5. A reminder was issued that we may need to re-submit the UFLS and UVLS data to ERCOT for NERC compliance purposes.  There was some discussion regarding the need to create UFLS PSS/E data input files and to perform a UFLS simulation for NERC compliance.  It was decided, as in past years, that the UF survey may suffice as the ERCOT database, unless otherwise determined by NERC.  The UVLS data is currently captured in the DWG stability book.
6. The schedule and responsibilities for the future year flat start base case was discussed.  Previously, Jose indicated a 2012 flat start base case would be advantageous for CREZ wind studies. Other DWG members have a preference for a 2011 case due to the greater number of interconnection studies for this year.  It was decided a 2011 future year case will be used. The March ERCOT data set B base case will be used for the 2011 flat start. Some discussion was presented regarding accelerating the current year flat start work to coincide with the posting of the Steady State Working Group base cases.  Tom Bao volunteered to perform 2011 future year flat start base case.  The schedule for the 2011 flat start base case is as follows:
· June 11, 2008 – Tom distribute Pmax adjusted 2011 peak case.

· June 25, 2008 – Submittal date 

· July 11, 2008 – First pass due

· July 25, 2008 – Problems to members 

· August 11, 2008 – Problems resolved

· August 20-21, 2008 – DWG meeting

7. The schedule and responsibilities for the current year (2008) wind flat start base case was discussed.  John Schmall volunteered to perform 2008 current year wind flat start base case concurrently with the 2011 future flat start base case under the same schedule set forth for the 2011 future year flat start base case.  It was decided that for next year we should consider performing a future wind flat start. The procedural manual may need to be updated if this occurs.
8. Some discussion took place regarding accelerating the flat start process.  Need to check the DWG Procedural Manual, if it is decided to skip a flat start year.

9. The DWG decided to accelerate the 2009 current year flat start using the ERCOT data set A base case posted in June 2008.  David Mercado volunteered to perform this flat start with the following tentative schedule:
· September 12, 2008 – David distribute Pmax adjusted 2009 DSA peak case.

· September 26, 2008 – Submittal date 

· October 10, 2008 – First pass due

· October 24, 2008 – Problems to members 

· November 11, 2008 – Problems resolved

· November 20-21, 2008 – DWG meeting

10. John Schmall presented on how generator terminal voltage impacts transient stability.  John recommends changing the regulating bus from the high-side to the generator terminal voltage when evaluating for transient stability.  Furthermore, John recommends setting the voltage set-point for the generator terminal voltage to the low-end of the operating range, to assess worst case conditions.  Evaluating the impact of varying the generator terminal voltage on transient stability is especially important when the critical clearing time is near the capability of the protection system.  The DWG took no action on this presentation.
11. Fred presented ERCOT’s proposal to use a 3.5% damping factor to establish the West-North transfer stability limit. Currently, there is no official damping criteria in ERCOT.  Last year, ERCOT operations used TSAT to determine the West-North transfer stability limit.  However, TSAT does not have the new combined cycle models. So, ERCOT must use PSS/E. TSAT uses Prony’s method to determine the stability limit, which automatically calculates and uses a damping factor of 3.0%.  PSS/E uses the least squares method and cannot automatically calculate the damping factor.  ERCOT operations calculated the damping factor manually using modal analysis results.  Based on these results, ERCOT is proposing a damping factor of 3.5%, as the criteria used in PSS/E simulations to assess the system response.  The DWG decided that more time was required to assess the methodology.  Tony will send an email describing the proposed method to the group along with Fred’s small signal stability presentation.
Update: An email was sent to DWG members on May 20, 2008 and requested that comments be returned by May 27, 2008.  No comments were received indicating that the DWG reviewed and has no objection to this methodology for determining the West-North stability limit.
12. There was a discussion on updating the DWG Procedure manual.  Meeting minutes from August 2007 were cited as a basis for a review of the DWG Procedure Manual.  Assignments for the updates are as follows:

· Forward, Section I – David Mercado

· Section II – Vance

· Section III – David

· Appendix A –  Tom

· Appendix B -  Tom 
· Appendix C – Roy

· Appendix D – Tony. Add all possible attendees to the roster such as Brazos, Brownsville (James McCann), Bryan, etc. 
Vance has offered to update the DWG Procedure Manual. A draft will be sent out prior to the next DWG meeting.
13. Establishment of dynamic voltage recovery (DVR) criteria was discussed. The DWG is proposing that each TDSP develop and document a DVR criterion.  This will allow each TDSP to adopt a criteria specific to their needs and to their region. Tony will check with ROS whether DVR is still an item needing resolution.
14. Low voltage ride through criteria was discussed.  An ERCOT OGRR is currently being proposed based more or less on the FERC 661A guideline.  FERC requires a zero voltage ride through for 9 cycles. A question was posed. Is this a system performance standard or a generator design standard?  The group will research information on LVR and discuss at the next meeting.
15. Tony will check with Mark Henry of TRE regarding review of recently approved NERC standards with respect to ERCOT operating guides and protocols.

16. In reference to agenda item #13, “Participation in ROS Ad Hoc Task Force Regarding Power System Stabilizers”, power system stabilizer task force conclusions were discussed.  The results of the task force’s work is an approved NOGRR and corresponding revision to Section 2 of the Nodal Operating Guide.  The group concluded this agenda item is a closed issue.
17. Next DWG meeting will be on August 20-21.
18. Adjourn 1200.
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