APPROVED
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, November 13, 2008 – 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Ashley, Kristy
	Exelon Generation
	Alt. Rep. for W. Kuhn

	Dillard, Jesse
	City of Dallas
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power & Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	J Aron and Company
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Helyer, Scott
	Tenaska
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP
	

	McCann, James
	Brownsville PUB
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	TNMP
	

	Moore, John
	STEC
	Alt. Rep. for L. Gallaga

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryan, Martin
	NRG Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	

	Shaw, Billy
	IPA
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	


Guests:

	Boehnemann, Robin
	Exelon Generation
	

	Bruce, Mark
	FPLE
	

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Hudson, Tony
	TNMP
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Jonte, John
	CenterPoint
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy
	

	Klusman, Armin
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Kremling, Barry
	Guadalupe Valley, E.C.
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Medina, Jose
	FPL Energy
	

	Pawlowski, Matt
	FPL Energy
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	EON
	

	Smith, Mark
	Steel Companies
	

	Soutter, Mark
	Invenergy
	

	Thormahlen, Jack
	LCRA
	

	Torgrimson, Brent
	Texas Regional Entity
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG
	

	Ward, Jerry
	Luminant
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:
	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Brenton, Jim
	
	

	Dumas, John
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	

	Lowe, Cagle
	
	

	Mickey, Joel
	
	

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	


Paul Rocha called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Rocha directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
Mr. Rocha noted that the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Audit report is still in the confidential stage, and that a review of results would be held as soon as possible.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update 
Mr. Rocha provided a review of ROS presentation to the November 6, 2008 TAC meeting, 
Market Participant Survey Action Items
Mr. Rocha reported that no comments were received regarding ERCOT’s proposed Action Plan associated with the 2008 Market Participant Survey.

Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)
Clayton Greer noted that ERCOT Bylaws require TAC approval of any representative seat held in NERC membership.  Mr. Rocha concurred, and added that ROS would vet the issue at the December 2008 ROS meeting and recommend candidates to the NERC Critical Infrastructure Protection Committee (CIPC) for TAC consideration, and requested that nominations for the three ERCOT-designated seats be sent to himself and Randy Jones.  Mr. Rocha also requested that Market Participant send comments to the CIPWG charter to him via e-mail within seven days.  

Chad Seely asked if there would be any objections to ERCOT nominating a staff member for one of the positions on the NERC CIPC.  Market Participants did not object, but stressed that the ERCOT staff member, if appointed, would need to represent all Market Participants, and not the Independent System Operator alone.  
Renewable Technologies Working Group (RTWG) ROS Liaison
Mr. Rocha announced that ROS must designate a liaison to the RTWG, and recommended that Mark Garrett be appointed, as he had served admirably as the chair of the Wind Operations Task Force (WOTF).  Mr. Garrett was appointed ROS liaison to RTWG by acclamation.  There were no objections.  
Ancillary Service Assignment
Mr. Rocha noted that TAC’s assignment to ROS regarding optimal procurement of Ancillary Service had been transferred to the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS), with possible ROS review of proposals for reliability impact considerations.  Market Participants discussed that a portion of the assignment is to review the need for Non-Spin Reserve Service (NSRS) in off-peak hours and to determine the best utilization of capacity, and the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG) might not be the best venue for review.  
Mr. R. Jones offered that once commercial considerations are addressed, that ROS should look for potential reliability impacts.  Mr. Rocha asked if ROS would like to appoint a liaison to QMWG.  Hearing no further discussion, Mr. Rocha noted that the review would continue as announced.
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents)

Approval of Draft October 16, 2008 Meeting Minutes
Due to posting requirements, this item will be taken up at the December 2008 ROS meeting.
OGRR165, Update Unit Telemetry Requirement (Vote)

John Jonte presented OGRR165 for ROS consideration, and reported that the Operations Working Group (OWG) recommends that OGRR165 be remanded to the Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) for review.  
Mr. Rocha asked if there were any objections to remanding OGRR165 to PDCWG.  There were no objections.

OGRR188, Generating Facility Model Validation for Conformance with NERC Field Test Standards
Mr. Jonte presented OGRR188 for ROS consideration, and reported that OWG recommends rejection of OGRR188 in expectation of a new standard.
Mr. Greer moved to recommend rejection of OGRR188.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  
Market Participants discussed whether or not the Dynamics Working Group (DWG) had participated in the decision to reject OGRR188; that the posting date of OGRR188 was November 21, 2006; and that OGRR188 is rife with misnomers and misconceptions in that there is no field test standard, nor is one proposed.  

Market Participants further discussed whether there is effort underway to validate the cut-in of a new Generation Resource; that there are NERC standards for excitation; and that before similar OGRRs are drafted, the Interconnect Agreement should be reviewed.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  
OGRR203, Conforming Changes to Address Current NERC Terminology and the Texas Regional Entity (TRE) Terminology 
Mr. Jonte provided notice that OGRR203 had been withdrawn by ERCOT.  
OGRR214, Hotline Changes for QSEs Representing Multiple Entities (Vote – URGENT)

Mr. Rocha reported that an e-mail vote on Urgent status for OGRR214 did not achieve the quorum requirements.  Mike Stewart noted that OGRR214 allows slight changes to the near-capacity current phone system to reduce the complexity of how QSEs are notified, without requiring a large expenditure on a system scheduled for replacement.  
Bob Green moved to grant Urgent status to OGRR214.  Randy Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ann Boren noted that there would be minor impacts associated with OGRR214, and that a system change would be required.  
Mr. Green moved to recommend approval of OGRR214 as submitted.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Hurricane Ike Report
Mr. Rocha requested that comments to the report be sent to Bill Blevins, and announced that the report would be considered at the December 2008 ROS meeting.

Wind Operations Task Force Items – Issue 3c, Possible Increase in Ancillary Services Requirements During Periods of Higher Risk
Mr. R. Jones moved that WOTF has completed work on Issue 3c.  Mark Garrett seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Wind Operations Task Force Items – Issue 4, Training Based on Best Practices
Mr. R. Jones moved that Issue 4 be sent to the Renewable Technologies Working Group (RTWG).  Mr. Garrett seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

2009 Project Priority List (PPL)/System Operations (SO) Update (see Key Documents)

Troy Anderson reviewed the updated 2009 PPL, and advised that a new Impact Analysis could be conducted for any item the market would like reconsidered.  Marty Ryan reiterated his concern that without a nodal timeline and new implementation date, potential zonal projects that would improve the market and reliability, and that might be quickly achieved, continue to languish.

Mr. Rocha noted that the item was not noticed for a vote; there were no objections to taking straw polls to determine which items should have new Impact Analyses written.

PRR409, Voltage Support Service
Market Participants discussed that generators are not compensated for Voltage Support Service, and it is critical that the issue move forward.  In a straw poll, 13 Market Participants favored adding PRR409 to the Impact Analysis list, one objected, and five abstained.

PRR601, 15 Minute Ramping for BES and Base Power Schedule
In a straw poll, 11 Market Participants favored adding PRR301 to the Impact Analysis list, one objected, and seven abstained.  
PRR675, Multiple Ramp Rates
Market Participants discussed that the Impact Analysis should be conducted and held ready for review when the revised nodal timeline is announced.  In a straw poll, ten Market Participants favored adding PRR675 to the Impact Analysis list, four objected, and four abstained.

PRR496, Block Bidding and Deployment of LaaRs providing Responsive Reserve Service and Non-Spinning Reserve Service
Market Participants discussed that the system considers the bid as a block and takes all or nothing; and that ROS has not resolved a position on the issue.  A straw poll was not taken.  

2009 SO Project Reforecast

Mr. Anderson noted that additional funding was added for yet-to-be-determined items.  There were no objections to the amount of $500,000.  
Market Participants discussed that Outage Scheduler Enhancements should be moved up the list considerably and should be brought up through the nodal program immediately, as potentially waiting a year for an enhancement would be problematic. 

Market Participants also discussed that Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) cannot run intraday, and if there was any intent to pursue improved function.  Mr. Dumas shared Market Participants’ frustration and noted that the issue had been previously taken up with the vendor, and that discussions would have to resume as to any technology improvements that would change the answer.
Marty Ryan offered that it would not be unreasonable to have significant funds in the 2009 budget for zonal improvements.  Mr. Rocha noted that PRR776, Automatic MCPE Adjustment During Intervals of Non-Spinning Reserve Service Deployment, will be raised to its own line item.
ERCOT Operations Report (see Key Documents)
Leo Villanueva presented the October Operations report.  Regarding the 0.03 shift factor limitation, Mr. Dumas stated that Out of Merit Capacity (OOMC) deployments are subsequent to RPRS solution deployments; and that he would like to see the .03 shift factor limitation in the RPRS engine, but he is aware of the reasons it was not put in.  Market Participants discussed that a joint meeting of ROS and WMS should be scheduled to explore the issue; and that several Operations workshops were held several years ago on the topic.  
Mr. R. Jones noted that the genesis of the 3% factor and related concerns needs to be understood so as to avoid unintended consequences of altering the factor.  Mr. Rocha requested that Mr. Dumas and Marguerite Wagner work to set a meeting to discuss the shift factor.  
Texas Regional Entity (TRE) Compliance Report (see Key Documents)
This item was not taken up.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
System Planning

Market Participants discussed whether Real-Time wind output may be subdivided by Congestion Zone and published to the website, rather that as a cumulative number; whether confidentiality would be at risk; whether West zone and non-West zone production information might be useful for coordination efforts; and whether a PRR or and SCR would be required.  Mr. Dumas agreed to take the question up with ERCOT legal.
Texas Nodal Implementation/Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF)
Stacy Bridges noted that changes to the Nodal Inter-Control Center Communication Protocol (ICCP) Communication Handbook are being reviewed, and that the Handbook now must be approved by TAC.  Mr. Rocha requested that Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) present revisions for ROS consideration at a future ROS meeting, in preparation for TAC consideration.
Regarding MP10/MP11 Registration and the Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF), Mr. Bridges noted that the frustration and manpower involved in updating the RARF is looking to be significantly reduced in future iterations, and directed Market Participants to the dashboard in the Readiness Center of the Texas Nodal Market Implementation website to track RARF statuses and activities, and encouraged Market Participants to participate in the weekly Early Delivery System (EDS) calls.
Market Participants expressed concern that ERCOT is requesting more and more data, while entities have less manpower to address requests; that data is being requested to create data pools for modeling; that data requests should be better coordinated; and experts from ROS should review data forms to ensure that the right data in the right format is being requested.

ROS Working Group Reports (see Key Documents)
Dynamics Working Group (DWG) – Status of Study of LaaR Capability for Current Responsive Reserve Service Level 
Tony Hudson reported that the study is progressing and that analysis is almost complete.  Mr. Hudson noted that tuned governor data for this study is an aggregate representation of the system at a point in time, and that if all governor data in the model is replaced, the definition of the specific type of governor will be lost.  Mr. Rocha requested that a preliminary assessment be provided at the December 2008 ROS meeting.
Other Business

Standards Drafting Team (SDT) Member Change

Mr. Rocha reminded Market Participants that ROS approves SDT members, and that ROS leadership informs ROS members of any changes to the roster.  ROS members then have seven days to comment or object to the roster change.  Mr. Rocha informed ROS members of the addition of Howard Illian of Energy Mark to the SDT for SAR003, Modification to ERCOT Waiver to R2 of BAL-001-0 CPS2.  Mr. Rocha requested that ROS members send any comments or objections to him via e-mail within seven days.
Jerry Ward noted difficulty in achieving adequate participation at some meetings, and opined that ROS should only add members to SDTs if necessary, rather than reject members.

Segment Elections 

Brittney Albracht advised Market Participants that 2009 Market Segment elections are underway, that Letters of Employment/Agency are requested at the time of nomination, and that the Reliability Standards Committee (RSC) would also be seated during the annual elections process.

Posting Requirements

Market Participants discussed that action does not have to be taken on items not posted in a timely manner; and that even reports not requiring action risk not receiving adequate discussion if not posted in a timely manner.  
Adjournment

Mr. Rocha adjourned the meeting at 1:04 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/11/20081113-ROS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/11/20081113-ROS� 
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