
APPROVED
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744
Wednesday, October 15, 2008 – 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Ballew, Gene
	Halliburton
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Bowling, Shannon
	Cirro Group
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	Alt. Rep. for D. Orr

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Brown, Kris
	Constellation
	Alt. Rep. for J. Ryall

	Bruce, Mark
	FPL Energy
	

	Crabb, Timothy
	City of College Station
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Gross, Blake
	AEP Corporation
	

	Hutchison, Grant
	SUEZ
	Alt. Rep. for M. Seaton

	Lopez, Joe
	HEB Grocery
	

	Mass, Annette
	OPUC
	

	Mueller, Bruce
	San Bernard Electric Coop.
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Trietsch, Brad
	First Choice Power, LP
	

	Wan, Dorothy
	Stream Energy
	Alt. Rep. for C. Crabtree

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Electric Cooperative
	Via Teleconference

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	


Guests:

	Bilnoski, George
	CNP
	

	Burke Allan
	TNMP
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Cline, Jesse
	EC Power
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Laughlin, Doug
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Malkey, Karen
	CNP
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Miller, Kyle
	CNP
	

	Reed, Cary
	AEP
	

	Robertson, Johnny
	TXUE
	

	Starr, Lee
	BTU
	

	Wright, Christine
	PUCT
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Baum, Tom
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	

	Day, Heather
	
	

	Farley, Karen
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Goodman, Dale
	
	

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	Via Teleconference

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Munson, Susan
	
	

	Opheim, Calvin
	
	

	Parrish, Hope
	
	


RMS Chair Blake Gross called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Gross read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Gross announced that Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 065, Disconnect and Reconnect for Non-Payment Updates and Corrections, and System Change Request (SCR) 750, Upgrade ERCOT’s Systems so Users Can Upgrade to Internet Explorer 7.0 and Beyond, would be considered at the November 2008 RMS meeting, and that a poll would be taken regarding the Retail Market Call (RMC).
Approval of the Draft September 10, 2008 RMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

Bruce Mueller moved to approve the September 10, 2008 RMS meeting minutes as posted.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Subcommittee Updates (see Key Documents)
RMS

Mr. Gross reported that the September 2008 RMS Update to TAC was largely focused on the Market Advanced Reading and Settlements Task Force (MARS TF) update, and that Kyle Patrick was confirmed as RMS vice chair by TAC.
Advanced Metering Implementation Team (AMIT) Update

Christine Wright reviewed the AMIT presentation provided at the  October 2, 2008 TAC meeting.
ERCOT Analysis of Infrastructure Relating to Advanced Metering

Heather Day presented an analysis relating to Advanced Metering.  There were no questions.
Market Participant Survey Action Items

Mr. Gross reviewed ERCOT’s proposed action plan in response to the 2008 Market Participant Survey, and requested that Market Participants contact him, Mike McCarty or Jack Adams with any additional changes.

Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS)
Lee Starr reviewed highlights of the October 14, 2008 COPS meeting, noted that COPS did not meet in September 2008, and provided a brief review of the Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS) settlement issue, wherein there is no provision for final and true-up settlement, and for which revision language is being drafted.
RMS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Mr. Gross reviewed designated alternate representatives and proxies.
2009 Retail Service Level Agreement (SLA)
Trey Felton reviewed Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG) revisions to the SLA, and noted the addition of the SLA quick link to the ERCOT home page.
Kathy Scott moved to approve the 2009 SLA as presented.  Chris Rowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

RMGRR065
Mr. Gross requested that the TX SET Working Group review RMGRR065 before its consideration at the November 2008 RMS meeting.  No vote was taken.

RMGRR066, Safety-Net Move-In Process Updates 
Sandra Tindall presented the RMGRR066 Impact Analysis for RMS consideration.

Rob Bevill moved to endorse and forward the RMS Recommendation and the Impact Analysis for RMGRR066 to TAC.  Kris Brown seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Market Participants discussed the possibility of expediting revision requests with no impact; that Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) should be consulted to verify that a revision will not have an impact; and whether ERCOT managers could approve the Impact Analysis, or otherwise bypass or expedite the process.
Kristi Hobbs noted that a new process would need to be documented to maintain transparency.  Mr. Gross requested that TX SET consider language for insertion in the Retail Market Guide indicating how an expedited process for revisions with no impact might be facilitated.  
RMGRR068, Out-Flow Power from Distributed Renewable Generation Facilities – URGENT 
Mr. Gross noted that RMGRR068 had received urgency via e-mail vote.  Mr. Bevill presented RMGRR068 for RMS consideration.  Market Participants proposed language revisions for clarity and consistency.  The term “generation” was changed to “out-flow” where applicable to maintain consistency with the terminology used in PRR756, Distributed Renewable Generation Modifications, and LPGRR030, Distributed Renewable Generation Modifications.  Additional comments recommended that any instance of “out-flow” be followed by “power.” 
Ms. Scott moved to recommend approval of RMGRR068 as revised by RMS, and to endorse the Impact Analysis as presented.  Shannon Bowling seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

SCR750 – Upgrade ERCOT’s Systems so Users Can Upgrade to Internet Explorer 7.0 and Beyond
Kyle Miller presented SCR 750 for RMS consideration.  Troy Anderson noted that ERCOT has started the Impact Analysis, and is concerned about system impacts to the nodal program.  Market Participants discussed the necessity to avoid creating additional impacts to the nodal program.  No vote was taken.
2009 Project Priority List (PPL)
Mr. Anderson presented the 2009 Retail Operations (RO) PPL Reforecast and provided a brief overview of the ERCOT Austin facilities project, noting that 2010 will be the largest expenditure year, and that a site has not been finalized.  Mr. Gross noted that there are five different projects synchronized to address data storage issues.  
Hope Parrish reviewed the RO PPL and presented a revised 2009 budget for RMS consideration.  Market Participants discussed whether projects would have impacts to the ERCOT Administrative Fee; whether an opportunity for development efforts exists to modify transactions; and whether there are sufficient funds for long-term projects.
Shannon Bowling moved to recommend approval of the 2009 RO PPL as presented.  Jennifer Frederick seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Proposal to Discontinue Retail Market Call (RMC) 

Mr. Gross noted that the item was not noticed for a vote, but that a straw poll would be sufficient.  Mr. Gross also noted ERCOT supports the call at the pleasure of RMS, and that if the RMC is discontinued, revisions to the Retail Market Guide, Section 5.2 would be necessary.

In a straw poll to discontinue the Retail Market Call, 13 were in favor of discontinuing the call.  There were no objections or abstentions noted in the straw poll.
Mr. Gross requested that TX SET attend to the necessary language revisions in the Retail Market Guide.

Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)
Jesse Cline provided an update of recent TDTWG activities.
Service Level Agreement (SLA)Update

Trey Felton reviewed the IT Incident Market Notice Summary, Service Availability Metrics for September 2008, and 2008 Net Service Availability.  
TX SET

Mr. Bevill reviewed issues under review by TX SET, and noted that Advanced Metering Systems (AMS) meters will receive an Interval Data Recorder (IDR) profile for the interim solution.  Mr. Gross noted that a partial reason to change the profile identification for AMS meters would be to prevent another TX SET release.  Frank Wilson noted that elastic demand is also a consideration.
Acquisition Task Force (ATF) 
Mr. Bevill reported that the ATF devoted a half-day to reviewing ways that acquisitions of large numbers of customers could be accommodated using existing or future processes, and that two options that would not require a TX SET release have been identified, as have two options for longer-term changes that would require a TX SET release.

Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT) 
Mr. Miller reported that TTPT had not met since the September 2008 RMS meeting, and that the next TTPT meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2008.
MarkeTrak Task Force
Karen Malkey reviewed recent activities of the MarkeTrak Task Force and noted that some meetings were delayed due to Hurricane Ike.  Debbie McKeever requested that a notice be sent when the Cert Environment sandbox becomes available.
MARS TF
Ms. Scott reviewed highlights of the October 8, 2008 MARS TF meeting.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Testing Update

Gene Cervenka provided an update for Flight 1008, noting that CenterPoint Energy requested and was granted a waiver from participating in transaction testing during Flight 1008, as it is focusing all resources on restoration efforts related to Hurricane Ike.
PUCT Update
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto reminded Market Participants that the deadline for Project 35768, Rulemaking Relating to Retail Electric Provider Disclosures to Customers, changed due to Hurricane Ike, and that the public hearing is scheduled for October 22, 2008; that Project 35767, Rulemaking Relating to the Certification of Retail Electric Providers, was tabled and will be taken up for publication on October 23, 2008; and that Project 35630, Designation of Electric Providers of Last Resort for 2009-2010, is scheduled for publication on November 5, 2008.
Ms. Claiborn-Pinto noted the opening of new Project 36234, Oncor Electric Delivery AMS Low-Income Program; and Project 36233, TDU Advanced Metering Pre-Paid; and that the 2009 schedule for AMIT would soon be available.
Other Business (see Key Documents)
Hurricane Ike Update 

Ms. Scott provided a review of the effects of Hurricane Ike and an update on restoration efforts.
Competitive Retailer (CR) Submission of Customer Billing Contact Information (CBCI) 
Mr. Gross noted that the CBCI should be created and submitted between October 1, 2008 and October 15, 2008.  Mr. Patrick noted that the CBCI is now due monthly.
Adjournment

Mr. Gross adjourned the RMS meeting at 12:45 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes can be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/10/20081015-RMS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/10/20081015-RMS� 
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