ROS Action Report


	SCR Number
	752
	SCR Title
	Nodal: Allow QSEs to Enter Outages for All Assets

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Tabled

	Date of Decision
	December 11, 2008

	Supporting Nodal Protocol Sections
	2.1, Definitions

8.3, TSP Performance Monitoring and Compliance
8.5.1, Generation Resource and QSE Participation

8.5.1.1, Governor in Service

8.5.1.2, Reporting

8.5.2, Primary Frequency Control Measurements

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	System Change Description
	The ABB security software needs to accommodate a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) security role that allows the QSE to enter Outage information for all of its Transmission Elements.  To enter Outage information for Transmission Elements, the current ABB software would allow the QSE to view all transmission planning information.  This is too broad and violates rules already in place.

	Overall Market Benefit
	More efficient; less error prone; keeps QSE accountable for all assets owned.

	Overall Market Impact
	Unknown.

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.

	Procedural History
	· On 11/4/08, SCR752 was posted.
· On 12/5/08, Operations Working Group (OWG) comments were posted.

· On 12/11/08 ROS considered SCR752.

	ROS Decision
	On 12/11/08, ROS unanimously voted to table SCR752 until the February 2009 ROS meeting.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 12/11/08, concern was raised that requiring generation owners to submit Outage schedules for their transmission equipment (e.g., within a substation) may violate North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) certification rules.  There was also discussion regarding whether a QSE could enter Outage information for such equipment on a practical level; since QSEs are not accustomed to following the timeline for submission of this information, it would require changes to QSE business processes.  It was agreed that it would be prudent to table SCR752 to give ROS time to consider these issues further and to get input from other bodies such as the QSE Managers Working Group (QMWG), the Texas Regional Entity (TRE), and a transmission operators’ Outage coordinators group.  ROS directed OWG to set up a joint meeting of these bodies to discuss the SCR with the expectation that ROS will consider it again at its February 12, 2009 meeting.


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits
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	This functionality was included in the original ERCOT System Requirements.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
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	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	OWG 120508
	Noted that switching activities will remain under the control of the local Transmission Service Provider (TSP) per interconnection agreement, and that if the SCR is approved, ERCOT will develop an automated transfer of Outage scheduling information between QSEs and TSPs to support scheduling activities.


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Joel Mickey on behalf of the Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF)

	Company
	ERCOT

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Business Case for Proposed System Change



Issue:

QSEs need access to enter Outage information on “transmission” assets that they own.

Resolution:

Require ABB to modify their delivered software that does not allow for a QSE security role.
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