SPWG Report to ROS
December 4, 2008

The System Protection Working Group (SPWG) held a meeting at AEP facilities in Tulsa, OK on November 20-21, 2008. This was one of three regularly scheduled meetings held each year by SPWG. 

Proposed New Chair and Vice-Chair
The SPWG agreed to recommend to ROS the following persons for 2009 SPWG Chair and SPWG Vice-Chair:

Chair – Glenn Hargrave of CPS Energy, (current vice-chair)

Vice-Chair – Sam Woolard of TNMP

ERCOT Market Notice Regarding Relay Misoperations

The SPWG again discussed the ERCOT Relay Misoperation Market Notice issued earlier in the year. There is continued confusion over this Market Notice. The notice appears to be based on a “more or less real time” need to know about compromised protective relaying systems. Compromised protective relaying that could pose a risk to the system may or may not be associated with an actual misoperation having already occurred. However, the Market Notice only requests information on misoperations that have already occurred.
The Market Notice creates a standing request for relay misoperations reports via the “after the investigation” Operating Guide “Form 1” within five business days after discovery of the event. “Form 1” is designed for reporting relay misoperations that have occurred (but not all failures), along with the results of the misoperation investigation and a description of the corrective actions taken or planned. Much of the data required to fill out this form may not be known five business days after the event. This approach does not inform ERCOT of any known relay failures that could “potentially” result in a misoperation but have not. It only addresses those that already did. “Form 1” is usually requested annually and after a major event. 

Past SPWG member requests to ERCOT for clarification regarding this Market Notice have been unsuccessful. 
SPWG would like ROS to consider if OWG or ERCOT should draft an OGRR to modify Operating Guide 7.2.3, making this “standing request” for information permanent, clarifying the circumstances for which the information must be reported, and defining what information is needed within five business days for the purposes of the Market Notice.       
