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In response to the concern expressed by some ERCOT Board members that the media appeal needed to be mandatory at some point before firm Load shedding and not optional, ERCOT proposes moving the media appeal mandatory requirement to Emergency Electric Curtailment Plan (EECP) Step 3.  ERCOT would maintain discretion on the media appeal prior to EECP and prior to Step 3.  The change will ensure that a media appeal is made before or as quickly as possible prior to the firm Load shedding step.  On 11/17/08, ERCOT Board voted to recommend approval of Protocol Revision Request (PRR) 769, EECP Media Appeal Change, as amended by ERCOT comments that similarly proposed to move the media appeal mandatory requirement to EECP Step 3 in the relevant sections of the zonal Protocols.
	Revised Proposed Guide Language


4.5
Emergency Electric Curtailment Plan (EECP)
[…]
4.5.3
Implementation
(1)
ERCOT shall be responsible for monitoring system conditions, initiating the EECP steps below, notifying all Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Transmission Operators (TOs), and coordinating the implementation of the EECP conditions while maintaining transmission security limits.  QSEs and TOs will notify all the Market Participants they represent of each declared EECP step.
(2)
ERCOT has the authority to obtain emergency assistance energy over the Direct Current Tie(s) (DC Tie) for use by ERCOT.  ERCOT is also the coordinating authority for requests for emergency type power into or out of ERCOT.
(3) 
ERCOT, at management’s discretion, may at any time issue an ERCOT-wide appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation.  
(4)
There may be insufficient time to implement all steps in sequence.  ERCOT can immediately implement Step 4 of the EECP any time the system frequency is below 59.8 Hz and will immediately implement Step 4 any time the frequency is below 59.5 Hz.
(5)
Percentages for Step 4 Load shedding will be based on the previous year's TSP peak Load, as reported to ERCOT, and will be reviewed by ERCOT and modified annually.
(6)
The ERCOT System Operator shall declare the EECP steps to be taken by QSEs and TSPs.  QSEs and TSPs shall implement actions under that Step (and all above if not previously accomplished) and if ordered by the ERCOT Shift Supervisor or his designate, shall report back to the ERCOT System Operator when the requested step has been completed.
4.5.3.1 
General Procedures Prior to EECP Operations 
Prior to declaring EECP Step 1 detailed in Section 4.5.3.3, EECP Steps, ERCOT shall:
(1)
Start Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Units available in the time frame of the emergency.  RMR Units should be loaded to full capability;
(2)
Issue Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to suspend any ongoing ERCOT-required generating unit testing;
(3)
Utilize Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) services that can be deployed to increase Responsive Reserves; and
(4)
ERCOT shall use the Reserve Discount Factor (RDF) for the purpose of monitoring Physical Responsive Capability (PRC).  The PRC will be used by ERCOT to determine the appropriate emergency notification and EECP steps.

[…]
4.5.3.3
EECP Steps
(1)
Step 1 – Maintain ERCOT Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) on units plus RRS MW provided from Load Resources Equal To 2300 Mw 
 (a)
ERCOT shall:
(i)
Utilize available DC Tie capability that is not already being used by the market;
(ii)
Notify the Southwest Power Pool Security Coordinator; 
(iii)
Issue OOM dispatch instructions to uncommitted units available within the expected timeframe of the emergency.
(iv)
Use available BtB import capacity that is not already being used and inquire about availability of Block Load Transfers (BLT).
(b)
QSEs shall notify ERCOT of any resources uncommitted but available in the timeframe of the emergency.
(2)
Step 2 – Maintain ERCOT Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) on units plus RRS MW provided from Load Resources equal to 1750 MW 
(a)
In addition to measures associate with Step 1, ERCOT shall:
(i)
Instruct TSPs to reduce Customer Loads by using distribution voltage reduction measures, if deemed beneficial by the TSP;
(ii)
Instruct QSEs to deploy all Responsive Reserve (RRS), which is supplied from Load Resources (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays); and
(iii)
With approval of the affected non-ERCOT control area, may instruct TSPs to implement BLTs, which transfer Load from the ERCOT Control Area to non-ERCOT Control Areas.  
 
(3)
Step 3 – Maintain System frequency at 60 Hz
(a)
In addition to measures under Steps 1 and 2, ERCOT shall deploy all available EILS Resources as a single block via a single Verbal Dispatch Instruction to all QSEs providing EILS.
(b)
Unless a media appeal is already in effect, ERCOT shall issue an appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation.
(4)
Step 4 - Maintain System frequency at 59.8 Hz or greater
(a)
In addition to measures under Steps 1, 2, and 3 ERCOT shall direct all TSPs and their agents to shed firm Load, in 100 MW blocks, distributed as agreed and documented in the ERCOT operating procedures in order to maintain a steady state system frequency of 59.8 Hz.  ERCOT may take this action prior to the expiration of the ten minute EILS Resource deployment period if ERCOT, in its sole discretion, believes that shedding firm Load is necessary to maintain the stability of the ERCOT System.  If, due to ERCOT System conditions, EILS Resources are not deployed prior to this action, ERCOT shall deploy EILS Resources as soon as possible following this action.
(b)
In addition to measures under Steps 1 and 2, TSPs shall, keep in mind the need to protect the safety and health of the community and the essential human needs of the citizens.  Whenever possible, TSPs shall not manually drop Load connected to under-frequency relays during the implementation of the EECP;
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