Advanced Metering Interim Solution FTP Site Requirements

	Question
	Responses

	1. Are there limits to number of files on the FTP site or if there are any size limitations for files on the site?


	· TDSPs agree- We found no limit on the number of files that could be on our FTP site or file size limitations
· TDSPs agree – All files will be zip.files and will be communicated via NAESB protocol therefore they will be compressed files
· TDSPs agree- All files should include a unique naming convention 


	2. What do the TDSPs need in the files to post on the FTP site?


	· TDSPs agree – The TDSPs do not need any specific data elements or information on the FTP site.   We feel this is more a question for CRs responses.  


	3. Find out expected frequency/volume that will be sent.
	· TDSPs are all developing toward having data/files on the FTP site by mid-day the day after the operating day.  
i. Example- Monday 10/20 usage data should be available on the FTP by 12:00 noon on Tuesday 10/21.  



	4. How long will files be available on the FTP site?

So, a file with data on 12/1, how long will that day’s data is available? 


	·   TDSPs agree that the files provided on the FTP site would be available for 10 Calendar days from the date that they were posted to the FTP site.  On the 11th calendar day files would be deleted
i. Example – Monday 10/20 files would be available until 10/31/08.  On 10/31/08 usage that was posted on 10/20 would be deleted and no longer available for downloads



	5. Will the data put on the FTP site be raw or VEE’d? 


	·   TDSPs agree that the data available on the FTP site would be VEE data; however CR disputes, disagreements or Data Extract Variances (DEVs) for AMS provisioned meters would not be based upon data provided on the TDSPs FTP site.   The Market should only relay on the data/files sent to ERCOT by the TDSP and ERCOT used that data for settlement: 
i. See Assumption:  DEV Process:  currently based on 727 extract.  DEV based on the data from ERCOT, not what is being picked up from the FTP side for any interval data.  



	6. If intervals are missing during a day, will estimated data be posted to FTP?

Or NULL data?

Convert the NULL to 0 and label as estimate?


	· AEP, CNP and TNMP agree that the intervals missing during a day will be populated with NULL values.  All TDSPs agree that 0 (zero) is a real value.  
· AMIT agreed to this process when completing TASK 075:  
i. Proposed Recommendation: When an AMS reading is missing, make the value a null - meaning no data available instead of using a character then later pushing that value down when it is available.

· Oncor’s process for this scenario will be missing data would be estimated.  For periods of less than 9 consecutive intervals Oncor anticipates making an interpolation between the intervals that are actual reads on either side of the missing intervals.   For periods greater than or equal to 9, Oncor anticipates performing a profiled estimate for the missing intervals for Residential ESIIDs.  Non Residential interval data is anticipated to be replaced with Proxy day lookup methods for each specific ESIID.



	7. If whole day is missing, post estimate reads, or post once data is available?


	· AEP, CNP and TNMP agree that the data would be posted once data is available  

·  Oncor anticipates VEE processing after each operating day and providing the data daily 
 

	8. Is it possible to have multiple versions of the same trade day on the FTP site at the same time?

Or only most current version?


	· TDSPs agree that the data on the FTP site could include multiple versions for the same day, but this scenario should be an infrequent occurrence.   

·  Downloads for CRs should be identifiable with unique file naming convention date/time sequenced. 
  

	9. How will the data be organized?  By business day (what was updated on a day) or by operating day (all the reads for a particular day).

a.)  By operating day – organized by the date that the reads are for.  Example, on 12/15, update reads are obtained for 12/14 and 12/5.  The files for 12/14 and 12/5 would be updated with that information.

b.)  By business day – organized by the date that the data was obtained or updated.  Example, on 12/15, update reads are obtained for 12/14 and 12/5.  The file for 12/15 would contain the data from 12/14 and 12/5.


	· TDSPs agree with (b): 
· b.) By Business Day- organized by the date that the date was obtained or updated.  Example, on 12/15, update reads are obtained for 12/14 and 12/5.   The file for 12/15 would contain from 12/14 and 12/5.



	10.   Can TDSP’s support having the register read in the FTP file?  ERCOT can support having the information in the LSE file. 


	· TDSPs agree that we could support providing a register read in the FTP file.  

	11.  What info do TDSPs need to include in the .lse file in order to post that file directly to their FTP site?

a.)        CR DUNS

b.)        Other


	· TDSPs agree we do not need any specific data elements or information on the FTP site or within the file, however we do recommend that the file’s name include unique naming conventions



	12.   Can meter number be provided?
	· TDSPs would prefer not to include meter number(s) into the file due to the increased expansion of the amount of data that this will create in the file.  
· Example meter numbers are generally 11 characters long.  If you figure one meter for ever metered premise is provided daily for approximately 1 million meters increases the data bytes of the file to 11,000,000 additional bytes of data that is provided daily in the FTP file.  


	13.  Will TDSP provide register reads in the lse file or a separate file
	· Due to synchronization issues that could occur with a separate file and to ensure accurate updates are provided in a timely manner, TDSPs would prefer to provide register readings in the .lse file and not a separate file. 

 

	Assumption – 
1. Submitting data at the summary level to ERCOT.  Not submitting meter level data to ERCOT.
2. Same file format will be sent to ERCOT and provided to CR via FTP downloads

3. FTP Site will go away when web portal is available 

4. DEV process- currently based on 727 extract.  DEV based on the data from ERCOT, not what is being downloaded/selected from FTP Site

Note- 

LSE file will need to contain REP DUNS.  ERCOT will not use this DUNS number in their settlement process



	Operating Day – 

Business Day – M-F, not weekends or holidays

Delivery Date – day that data is provided to CRs/ERCOT




