Advanced Metering Interim Solution FTP Site Requirements
	Question
	Responses

	1. How will data from the FTP site be used?
	· Billing customers on Smart Energy Products

· Determining when to disconnect customers on a pre-pay product.

· Providing customers up to date info on their usage
·  

	2. How often will the CRs be downloading the data?
	· Every operating day.



	3. What time do the CRs need the files by?
	· Request that data be posted no later than 8 am the day after the meter records the usage data



	4. Will the CRs be downloading all the info or only certain files? 


	· Download all the information every Operating Day.


	5. What information do CRs need in the files posted to the FTP site in order to use the data effectively? 


	· ESI ID
· CR DUNS number

· Estimate/actual flag

· 11:59:59 meter register read  (At a minimum there should be a meter register read once per day at midnight)
· Meter number (This is needed so the CR will know if there has been a meter exchange or if the meter is an additive/subtractive meter)
· VEE data – 15 minute usage data with timestamp
· Meter status (i.e. outage/disconnect flag )

· This is not needed if the data posted has gone through the VEE process

· This is needed because CRs will not know until after the fact through a 650_04 transaction that there has been an outage/disconnect.  If the data is not VEE’s CRs might estimate a value when actually there is no value.  The 650_04 EDI transaction does not identify the 15 minute intervals that are affected by the outage/disconnect. 

· 

	6. What method of organizing the data on the site would be the most useful to the CRs?
	· Separate folders for each type of file (assuming ftp transfers) (i.e. one file for the 15-min usage data and one file for the meter register read; each file containing multiple ESIIDs).  

· The file names should be unique with date/time stamps as part of the file names.

· Organize by Business Day, i.e. the date that the data was obtained or updated.  (e.g. on 12/15, update reads are obtained for 12/14 and 12/15.  The file for 12/15 would contain the data from 12/14 and 12/15)


	5. Is Web Service the best way to get the settlement data from ERCOT?


	· Considering the volume of data, files over ftp would be easier.


	6. Is a replacement flag needed in the ftp file if the data is flagged Actual or Estimated?  


	· If there is an Actual or Estimated flag in the ftp file then a replacement flag is not needed.


	7. Other questions/thoughts?
	

	
	


