Nodal Protocol Revision Request

	NPRR Number
	156
	NPRR Title
	Transparency for PSS and Full Interconnection Studies

	Date Posted
	September 19, 2008

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (Include Section No. and Title)
	1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information
1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information


	Revision Description
	Updates to Section 1 & 12 to provide transparency to status of Power System Stabilizer Equipment and interconnection requests.

	Reason for Revision
	To provide additional information for ERCOT and Market Participants related to generation equipment that affects stability limits and information about potential generation interconnections at the time a full interconnection study is requested.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Providing this information will assist in updating cases for stability limit studies which support the operational goal of efficient and transparent operations. Providing the interconnection study request information will provide Market Participants with insights into the types and locations being considered for new generation for purposes of modeling and decision making.

	Overall Market Impact
	Positive – provides access to information.

	Consumer Impact
	Positive – positive, could potentially improve efficiency in operations and generation interconnection.

	Credit Implications 
(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No

	Reason for Revision (from Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) Charter Scope)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
(1) Revisions resulting from Commission orders; 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(2) Clarifications of Protocol language that do not change the intent or technical specifications of the Protocols; 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(3) Correction of technical errors or processes that are found to not be technically feasible; 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(4) Revisions to the Protocols necessary to implement the results of the value engineering analysis or to otherwise avoid severe cost impacts; or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
(5) Other (describe): Revisions required to ensure that ERCOT and the market have transparent information on assumptions used to calculate stability limits and to provide information on generation interconnection status

	TPTF Review (Yes or No, and summary of conclusion)
	


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits

	Assumptions
	1
	

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	NA
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	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	
	

	
	2
	
	

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Other Comments
	1
	

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Marguerite Wagner

	E-mail Address
	Marguerite.wagner@pseg.com

	Company
	PSEG Texas

	Phone Number
	201-303-5468

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Independent Generator


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sonja B. Mingo

	E-Mail Address
	smingo@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512.248.6463


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.3.1.1
Items Considered Protected Information 

Subject to the exclusions set out in Section 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information, “Protected Information” is information containing or revealing any of the following:

(a)
Base Points, as calculated by ERCOT;

(b)
Bids, offers, or pricing information identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource;

(c)
Status of Resources, including outages, limitations, or scheduled or metered Resource data;

(d)
Current Operating Plans;

(e)
Ancillary Service Trades, Energy Trades, Capacity Trades, and Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource;

(f)
Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE or Resource, except for RUC commitments and decommitments  as provided in Section 5.5.3, Communication of RUC Commitments and Decommitments;

(g)
Raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE or Customer;

(h)
Settlement Statements and Invoices identifiable to a specific QSE;

(i)
Aggregated raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy), and number of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) identifiable to a specific Load Serving Entity (LSE);

(j)
Information related to generation interconnection requests prior to a request for full interconnection study, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available;

(k)
Resource-specific costs, design and engineering data;

(l)
Congestion Revenue Rights (CRR) credit limits, the identity of bidders in a CRR Auction, or other bidding information identifiable to a specific CRR Account Holder; 

(m)
Renewable Energy Credit (REC) account balances;

(n)
Credit limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(o)
Any information that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information: 

(i)
submitted to or collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(ii) 
provided to ERCOT in support of a Reliability Must-Run (RMR) application under Section 3.14.1, Reliability Must Run;

(p)
Any information compiled by a Market Participant on a Customer that in the normal course of a Market Participant’s business that makes possible the identification of any individual Customer by matching such information with the Customer’s name, address, account number, type of classification service, historical electricity usage, expected patterns of use, types of facilities used in providing service, individual contract terms and conditions, price, current charges, billing record, or any other information that a Customer has expressly requested not be disclosed (“Proprietary Customer Information”) unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of that information in a manner approved by the PUCT.  Information that is redacted or organized is such a way as to make it impossible to identify the Customer to whom the information relates does not constitute Proprietary Customer Information;

(q)
Any software, products of software, or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(r)
QSE, TSP, and DSP backup plans collected by ERCOT under the Protocols or Other Binding Documents;

(s)
Direct Current (DC) Tie information provided to  a TSP or DSP under Section 4.4.4, DC Tie Schedules; and

(t)
Any Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (SET) transaction submitted by an LSE to ERCOT or received by an LSE from ERCOT.  This paragraph does not apply to ERCOT’s compliance with: 

(i)
PUCT Rules on performance measure reporting; 

(ii)
these Protocols or Other Binding Documents; or 

(iii)
any TAC-approved reporting requirements.

(u)
Mothballed Generation Resource updates and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 3.14.1.9, Mothballed Generation Resource Time to Service Updates.

(v)
For purposes of Capacity Demand Reserve Reporting, the unavailability of Switchable Generation Resources to the ERCOT System and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) of Section 16.5.4, Maintaining and Updating Resource Entity Information, except for reporting the aggregate capacity.

(w)
Information provided by Entities under Section 10.3.2.4, Reporting of Net Generation Capacity.

(x)
Alternative fuel reserve capability and firm gas availability information submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice, Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, and Section 6.5.9.3.3, Alert; and as defined by the Operating Guides.

1.3.1.2
Items Not Considered Protected Information

(1)
Notwithstanding the definition of “Protected Information” in Section 1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information, the following items are not Protected Information even if so designated:

(a)
Data comprising Load flow cases, which may include estimated peak and off-peak demand of any Load;
(b)
Existence of power system stabilizers at each interconnected Generation Resource and power system stabilizer status;
(c)
RMR Agreements; 

(d)
Studies, reports and data used in ERCOT’s assessment of whether an RMR Unit satisfies ERCOT’s criteria for operational necessity to support ERCOT System reliability but only if they have been redacted to exclude Protected Information under Section 1.3.1.1; 

(e)
Status of RMR Units;

(f)
Information provided to ERCOT in support of an “Application for Reliability Must Run (RMR) Status” according to Section 3.14.1, Reliability Must Run;

(g)
Black Start Agreements; 

(h)
Immediately subsequent to a request for a full resource interconnection study, facility location, facility fuel type(s), facility nameplate capacity, and anticipated in-service date(s)  shall be posted on the MIS and signed generation interconnection agreements, and 

(i)
Any other information specifically designated in these Protocols as information to be posted to the MIS Public Area or MIS Secure Area that is not specified as information that is subject to the requirements of Section 1.3, Confidentiality.

(2)
Protected Information that Receiving Party is permitted or required to disclose or use under the Protocols or under an agreement between Receiving Party and a Disclosing Party does not cease to be regarded as Protected Information in all other circumstances not encompassed by these Protocols or such agreement by virtue of the permitted or required Disclosure or use under these Protocols or such agreement.
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