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Horizon Wind Energy Comments on

ERCOT Transmission Outage Scheduling

Horizon echoes Luminant’s comments with regard to exploring what is possible without imposing undue burdens on market participants or requiring extensive protocol changes. Any discussion of how to make transmission outage scheduling more efficient will be valuable, and we look forward to participating in one. Horizon suggests the discussion center on ways to incorporate economic information while disturbing the existing progress as little as possible, in order to explore practical ways to move forward.

Incorporating economics into transmission outage scheduling will save money for the whole market by giving participants the chance to suggest more efficient scheduling approaches. As Luminant points out, comments to date show that accomplishing this worthwhile goal will be a long term effort.

Some value, and perhaps a considerable amount, can be obtained without getting to a process driven entirely by economics. Market participants could offer cost-effective improvements to planned transmission outages, if they have better visibility of these outages and an opportunity to comment on them. For example, wind generation units could provide some insight on seasonal wind power production to maximize transmission throughput. By the same token, wind units could plan their outages and construction of new phases more efficiently with better insight into expected outages, even if they may shift slightly.  

Reliability trumps any planned outage, of course, and delays beyond the control of a TSP can impact scheduled outages. These caveats must be applied to any discussion of scheduling.  

That being said, Horizon suggests consideration of including market participant comments in the scheduling process. Comments from market participants could offer an indication of the economic impact of planned transmission outages. Similar to Luminant’s proposal, this input would not be grounds for rejecting an outage.   Combined with ERCOT’s analysis, comments from market participants could provide a more comprehensive view of the impact of a proposed outage. ERCOT could use that insight to coordinate outages as they do now, via discussions with TSPs.

A possible mechanism would be for an honest broker (presumably ERCOT) to receive and coordinate comments from market participants on planned outages. The comment deadline would be set far enough in advance of processes already in place so that they would not be disturbed. 

Horizon offers these comments as a starting point for discussions, and looks forward to hearing other proposals to move the conversation forward.

