TAC Recommendation Report


	PRR Number
	772
	PRR Title
	Description of MCPE Cap and Shadow Price Cap Methodology

	Timeline
	Urgent
	Recommended Action
	Approval

	Date of Decision
	September 4, 2008

	Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	6.11.1, Balancing Energy Offer Cap Floor

6.11.2, Responsive Reserve Service (RRS) Offer Cap Floor

7.1, Overview of ERCOT Congestion Management

	Proposed Effective Date
	October 1, 2008

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Revision Description
	This Protocol Revision Request (PRR) clarifies ERCOT’s authority to take action to ensure that the Market Clearing Price of Energy (MCPE) does not exceed the system-wide offer cap established by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) in P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region.  This PRR also proposes that the methodology to make the price adjustments be described in a separate document and that Market Participants be notified of any changes in the Shadow Price caps.  In addition, this PRR proposes to change the section title in Section 6.11.1, Balancing Energy Offer Cap Floor, to Balancing Energy Offer Floor, to avoid confusion.  A similar change is proposed for Section 6.11.2.

The concept of this PRR was endorsed by the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) on June 18, 2008.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Provides clarity in the Protocols by establishing a clear basis for ERCOT to make price adjustments.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 7/25/08, PRR772 was posted.

· On 7/28/08, an Impact Analysis was posted.

· On 7/30/08, PRS granted PRR772 Urgent status via email vote.

· On 8/19/08, Austin Energy comments were posted.

· On 8/21/08, PRS considered PRR772.

· On 09/04/08, TAC considered PRR772.

	PRS Decision 
	On 8/21/08, PRS unanimously voted to approve PRR772 as amended by Austin Energy comments and as revised by PRS.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 8/21/08, ERCOT Staff explained the background of PRR772.  ERCOT Staff clarified that if the MCPE is in excess of 2250, ERCOT makes a Real-time adjustment to the MCPE which in turn recalculates the shadow price based off of the adjusted MCPE.  Participants offered clarifications to the proposed Protocol language revision.

	TAC Decision 
	On 9/04/08, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of PRR772 as recommended by PRS with updates to the Impact Analysis.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 9/04/08, TAC discussed the Impact Analysis which describes a cost to implement PRR772.  ERCOT Staff confirmed that the system changes have already been implemented as a result of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505 and the language proposed in this PRR only reflects what is already in place.  ERCOT Staff stated that an updated Impact Analysis will be provided to the ERCOT Board to clarify this.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Clarity in Protocols.
	None
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	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Austin Energy 081908
	Proposes revision to clarify that the methodology ERCOT will use to cap Shadow Prices at a level ERCOT calculates to be in alignment with the prevailing system-wide offer cap defined in paragraph (g)(6) of P.U.C Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region, and Protocol Section 6.11, System-Wide Offer Caps, is a methodology approved by the ERCOT Board.


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Paul Wattles

	Company
	ERCOT

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.11.1
Balancing Energy Offer Floor

Balancing Energy Service bids shall be no less than -$1,000 per MWh for all Resources.  Any Balancing Energy Service bids less than -$1,000 per MWh will be rejected by ERCOT. 

6.11.2
Responsive Reserve Service (RRS) Offer Floor

QSEs shall not submit bids to provide RRS at a price less than zero (0) dollars. 

[…]

7.1
Overview of ERCOT Congestion Management

ERCOT employs a Zonal Congestion management scheme that is flow-based, whereby the ERCOT Transmission Grid, including attached Generation Resources and Load, will be divided into a predetermined number of Congestion Zones.  Each Congestion Zone is defined such that each Generation Resource or Load within the Congestion Zone boundaries has a similar effect on the loading (Shift Factor) of Transmission Facilities between Congestion Zones.  For purposes of solving Zonal Congestion the Shift Factor will be assumed the same for: (i) all Generation Resources deemed likely to vary their output and (ii) Loads within a Congestion Zone.  Therefore any imbalance between Loads and Generation Resources in a Congestion Zone will be deemed to have the same impact on a given loading between Congestion Zones.

This Congestion management scheme applies zonal Shift Factors, determined by ERCOT, to predict potential Congestion on CSCs under the known topology of the ERCOT System.  The zonal Shift Factors determined by ERCOT should most closely represent the effect of Generation Resources deemed likely to vary their output and Loads in the Congestion Zone on the CSCs with the current topology of ERCOT System.  This scheme is used in the Day Ahead and Adjustment Periods to evaluate potential Congestion and notify Market Participants accordingly.  ERCOT also uses this scheme, along with other factors, to determine if it should procure Replacement Reserve Service in a Congestion Zone to provide additional Balancing Energy Service to solve expected Congestion.  ERCOT will use monthly zonal Shift Factors to post and analyze the Schedule impact on CSCs until it implements calculations of interval Shift Factors in the system.

ERCOT will manage transmission Congestion and categorize the cost of Congestion management as either Zonal Congestion management costs or Local Congestion management Costs.  Zonal Congestion management costs are those costs attributable to managing Congestion on CSCs or predefined Closely Related Elements (CRE).  The costs of managing Zonal Congestion will be directly assigned to QSEs based on the impact of each QSE’s portfolio on CSCs.  All other Congestion management costs are considered Local Congestion management costs.

ERCOT will use the Zonal Congestion management model with Shift Factors of Generation Resources and Loads on CSCs and zonal Balancing Energy Service Market Clearing Price for Energy (MCPE) to determine the Shadow Prices of energy across corresponding CSCs.   In addition, ERCOT will directly assign to QSEs the costs of any Replacement Reserve Service procured on a zonal basis for Congestion management purposes.  ERCOT will use these Shadow Prices in settlement to directly assign to QSEs the cost of managing Zonal Congestion to QSEs.
 ERCOT will set the Shadow Price cap at a level that ERCOT calculates to be in alignment with the prevailing system-wide offer cap defined in paragraph (g)(6) of PUCT Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region, and Section 6.11, System-Wide Offer Caps.   In some cases, such as where two or more CSCs are simultaneously binding, MCPEs may be generated that are at levels higher than the prevailing system-wide offer cap or lower than the Balancing Energy offer floor.  When that occurs, ERCOT shall make Real Time or ex-post adjustments to zonal MCPEs to ensure that MCPEs do not exceed the system-wide offer cap or fall below the Balancing Energy offer floor, and adjust CSC Shadow Prices accordingly.  ERCOT shall describe the ERCOT Board-approved process for making price adjustments in a Market Operations Bulletin that will be posted on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.   ERCOT shall send a Notification to Market Participants informing them of any change to the Shadow Price cap at least ten (10) days prior to implementation of the new system-wide offer cap.
The Local Congestion management scheme relies on a more detailed Operational Model to determine how each particular Resource or Load impacts the transmission system.  This model does not use portfolios and uses the current known topology of the transmission system.

ERCOT will Uplift the cost to solve Local Congestion pro rata to each QSE based on its Load Ratio Share.

ERCOT will manage Congestion by:

(1)
Evaluating the levels of Zonal Congestion and any other Congestion during the Day Ahead, the Adjustment Period and the Operating Period using appropriate models of the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(2)
Examining the impacts of QSE energy schedules on CSCs;

(3)
Posting on the MIS, the total megawatt quantity impacts on every CSC, and allowing QSEs to adjust schedules to mitigate potential Congestion on the CSCs;

(4)
Procuring during the Adjustment Period, as needed, Replacement Reserve Service (RPRS) to use with other Resources for which QSEs have submitted Balancing Energy bids to provide sufficient capacity for Balancing Energy flows in the Operating Hour while respecting operational limits of the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(5)
Determining settlement for QSEs providing RPRS procured to manage Congestion; and

(6)
Determining settlement for QSEs providing Balancing Energy associated with resolving Zonal Congestion.

ERCOT will carry out these steps in accordance with this Section and the Scheduling and Ancillary Service Scheduling and Selection requirements in Sections 4 and 6, respectively.
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