Purpose

Maintenance scheduling should maintain acceptable reliability while allowing all necessary transmission and generation maintenance as well as new construction to be done consistent with Good Utility Practice.

Possible Improvements in Outage Scheduling

We applaud ERCOT for its attempt to develop a comprehensive, full range consideration of economics in outage scheduling. It has been obvious from the response that the market is not ready for such a sweeping change at this time with so much going on to prepare for nodal. However, in a world where price signals and economic consideration drive our whole operation, it is ridiculous to have no consideration of obvious economic considerations at all in this critical area of our business.

Changes if any should be:

Simple


Not create any additional burdens on the TSP or Generators


Apply to all regions and types of generation where applicable


Solve the issues we know we have

i.e. Low Hanging Fruit

A Practical Plan

We propose consideration of a plan that would include:

1. No change in outage scheduling process, timing, or reporting by TSPs or Resources

2. A three sentence change to the protocols that would fit in both the Zonal and Nodal Protocols

3. ERCOT would perform an economic analysis only on outages that they believe might be very “expensive” to the market. They could look for a more coordinated way to schedule the outages if there was time and discuss timing change with the TSP similar to the way they do today for reliability issues. This study would not be grounds for ERCOT to reject an outage.

4. If a transmission outage were coordinated with a generation outage the generator would be informed. This would not restrict a generator from changing the outage.

5. ERCOT would post on the MIS all outages that exceeded a preset economic value.

