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Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744
Wednesday, July 9, 2008 – 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Ballew, Gene
	Halliburton
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	Alt. Rep. for D. Orr

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Crabb, Timothy
	City of College Station
	

	Goff, Eric
	Constellation
	Alt. Rep. for J. Ryall

	Gross, Blake
	AEP Corporation
	

	Hutchison, Grant
	SUEZ
	Alt. Rep. for M. Seaton

	Lopez, Joe
	HEB Grocery
	

	Mass, Annette
	OPUC
	Alt. Rep. for D. Bivens

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Spiess, John
	San Bernard Electric Company
	Alt. Rep. for B. Mueller

	Trietsch, Brad
	First Choice Power, LP
	

	Troutman, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Wan, Dorothy
	Stream Energy
	Alt. Rep. for C. Crabtree

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Electric Coop.
	

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	


The following Proxies were assigned:

· Shannon Bowling to Rob Bevill
· Brandon Whittle to Eric Goff

Guests:

	Beasley, Richard
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Burke, Allan
	TNMP
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Cline, Jesse
	EC-Power
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Gonzalez, Laura
	CNE
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Jones, Monica
	Reliant Energy
	

	Laughlin, Doug
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Martinez, Maria
	Oncor
	

	Matlock, Mike
	Gexa
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Miller, Kyle
	CNP
	

	Orr, John
	Constellation
	

	Reily, Bill
	Oncor
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Barry, Stacy
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	Via Teleconfrerence

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Munson, Susan
	
	

	Opheim, Calvin
	
	

	Parrish, Hope
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Blake Gross called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Gross read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review and Discussion

There were no changes to the agenda
Approval of the Draft RMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

May 14, 2008

Kathy Scott moved to approve the May 14, 2008 RMS meeting minutes as posted.  Chris Rowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

June 11, 2008

Rob Bevill moved to approve the June 11, 2008 RMS meeting minutes as posted.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Subcommittee Updates (see Key Documents)
RMS
Jennifer Troutman reviewed the RMS presentation given at the June 26, 2008 TAC meeting, highlighting successes and lessons learned during recent Mass Transition events.

Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS)

Ms. Troutman reviewed highlights of the July 8, 2008 COPS meeting. 

Distributed Generation Task Force (DGTF) Update
Liz Jones summarized COPS discussion of the issue, and reported that DGTF reaffirmed its recommendation to TAC regarding the settlement by conventional methodology of Distributed Renewable Generation where an Interval Data Recorder (IDR) is already in place, as a better solution would not be available in time for the January 1, 2009 implementation date.

Ms. Jones also reported that the Advanced Metering solution being discussed by the Advanced Metering Implementation Team (AMIT) would have direct implications to DRG, with potential unintended consequences to the registration process for small distributed generation in particular.  Ms. Jones encouraged broad participation from the market in upcoming DGTF meetings.

RMS Voting Items (see Key Documents)

Mr. Gross announced the day’s Alternate Representatives and proxy assignments.  
Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP) Revisions 

Kyle Patrick presented TMTP revisions for RMS consideration.  Market Participants briefly discussed defined terms.  
Frank Wilson moved to approve the recommended revisions to the TMTP.  Chris Brewster seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Advance Metering – Project 34610 

Eric Goff provided an AMIT update for COPS information, noting that ERCOT comments to Protocol Revision Request (PRR) 766, Interim Solution for 15-Minute Settlement of Advanced Meters, provided helpful clarification, and reported that the Transition Plan Task Force (TPTF) requested that PRR766 move forward, and that the related Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) be taken up once PRR766 was approved by the ERCOT Board of Directors.  Mr. Goff also noted that project dollars are already allocated to the Advanced Metering projects on the Project Priority List..

Market Participants discussed that interval data files as well as traditional data files are necessary to maintain as some Retail Electric Providers (REPs) lack licenses and scalability for accepting 15-minute data, and that many customers do not as of yet take advantage of Advanced Metering.  Market Participants also discussed whether PRR766 should have Urgent status applied to it; and that the Impact Analysis (IA) is an estimate of assumptions, and that there remain many requirements to be completed before a meaningful IA could be drafted.

PRR766, Interim Solution for 15-Minute Settlement of Advanced Meters
Mr. Patrick moved to endorse PRR766 as amended by COPS and ERCOT comments, and recommended that PRR766 be granted Urgent status by PRS.  Mr. Bevill seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR136, Interim Solution for 15-Minute Settlement of Advanced Meters

This item was not taken up.
Service Level Agreement (SLA) Exception: PR70007_01 – Request for Off-cycle Release Date of August 16, 2008

Hope Parrish presented an SLA exception request for RMS consideration, and reviewed impacts to service.  Mr. Bevill expressed understanding of the reason for the request, and concern that granting of the request would harm transparency, as the outage would be shown in the record as planned rather than unplanned.  Mr. Gross and Jesse Cline noted that the Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG) reviewed and recommended granting the exception request in order to properly and efficiently address changes going in.
Brad Trietsch move to grant the requested SLA exception.  Grant Hutchison seconded the motion.
Market Participants discussed that TDTWG indeed reviewed and recommended granting the request, but shared Mr. Bevill’s concerns regarding transparency in SLA reporting; that transparency concerns could be addressed by amending the metric to include the reporting of granted and denied exception requests; and that planning and timelines should be reviewed.  Mr. Trietsch and Mr. Hutchison accepted Mr. Goff’s friendly amendment to the motion to amend the SLA to track planned off-cycle outages.  Christian Brennan noted that exception requests, both granted and denied, are tracked in the IT summary.  Market Participants requested that exception requests be a regular part of the presentation slide deck, and discussed that the SLA had been presented to TDTWG and distributed to RMS for comment.  The amended motion carried unanimously.
NPRR129, Section 15, Synchronization of Zonal Protocols
Jonathan Levine presented NPRR129 for RMS consideration.
Mr. Bevill moved to endorse NPRR129 with TX SET Working Group comments.  Mr. Goff seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
Market Metrics Working Group (MMWG)
Bill Reily reported that MMWG had not met since the June 2008 RMS meeting, and that the next MMWG meeting would be August 20, 2008.
TDTWG
Mr. Cline provided an update of recent TDTWG activities, and noted the receipt of a detailed and summarized outage report from Christian Brennan; an update from Kevin Tanner regarding System Change Request (SCR) 748, Website Enhancements for ERCOT Outage Notifications; TDTWG review and recommendation of the requested SLA exception for August 16, 2008; a presentation from Trey Felton regarding proposed changes to the SLA; and a preliminary discussion of MarkeTrak Outage schedules.
SLA Update
Mr. Felton reviewed 2008 Net Service Availability and IT Service Availability Metrics, and requested comments regarding the 2009 SLA proposal.  Market Participants requested that granted and denied SLA exceptions be indicated in the graphs.
Market Participants discussed impacts of the June 1, 2008 outage.  Mr. Felton noted that the same error would be detected immediately today, due to improved training and an installed alarm. 
TX SET
Mr. Bevill reported issues under review by TX SET, including the continued problem of Competitive Retailers (CRs) using the Continuous Service Agreement (CSA) bypass flag when they do not own the CSA, and noted that progress is being made on the issue to get REPs to move changes into production. Mr. Bevill also noted that TX SET spent considerable time reviewing the recent Mass Transition events and lessons learned; and that the Distributed Renewable Generations draft Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) is on hold until it is determined how small renewable generation with 15-minute data from an Advanced Meter will be handled.
MarkeTrak Task Force
Laura Gonzalez presented recent MarkeTrak accomplishments, including completed reviews of MarkeTrak User Guide sections, successful production of Release 1, and completed Release 2 training.

Market Impact Assessment Task Force(MIA TF)
Michael Matlock presented the final report of MIA TF, thanked participants and Mike McCarty for their work, and noted that two CRs provided specific customer costs, which were used in determining costs to CRs.  Mr. Gross thanked Mr. Matlock, the MIA TF, and ERCOT staff for their diligence, and then sunset the MIA TF.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Flight Update

Gene Cervenka reported that Flight 0608 is scheduled to conclude on July 29, 2008, and is approximately at the halfway point of transaction testing; that MarkeTrak testing is scheduled to begin on August 4, 2008 and conclude August 14, 2008; and that the deadline for Flight 1008 is August 10, 2008.

Project Management

Ms. Parrish provided the June 2008 Retail Operations (RO) Projects financial overview, and reminded Market Participants that PR60008_01, Terms and Conditions and Performance Measures, would be going in over the coming weekend.

Mass Transition

Katherine Thurman reviewed recent Mass Transition event timelines, and reported that as of Day 5, 99% of all Electric Service Identifiers for all events were successfully migrated.

Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Update

Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto announced that AMIT would next meet on July 14-15, 2008 to discuss the web portal.  Ms. Claiborn-Pinto also announced the opening of Project 35767, Rulemaking Relating to the Certification of Retail Electric Providers; and that comments are soon due to the straw man issued for Project 35768, Rulemaking Relating to Retail Electric Provider Disclosures to Customers.

Other Business

Mr. Gross announced that materials regarding the Credit Work Group proposal for the Market Credit Risk Standard will be distributed to the RMS exploder and discussed at the August 2008 RMS meeting.

Adjournment

Mr. Gross adjourned the RMS meeting at 12:10 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes can be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/07/20080709-RMS" ��http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2008/07/20080709-RMS� 
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