PRR Comments


	PRR Number
	771
	PRR Title
	Ramp Rate Limitation of 10% per minute of On-Line Installed Capability for Wind-powered Generation Resources

	
	

	Date
	August 6, 2008

	
	

	Submitter’s Information

	Name
	Victor Barry

	E-mail Address
	Victor.barry@texasre.org

	Company
	Texas Regional Entity (TRE)

	Phone Number
	512-275-7416

	Cell Number
	312-961-7652

	Market Segment
	Regulatory


	Comments


	Overall Market Benefit
	Possibly significant reduction in risk to the grid from instability introduced by rapid increases in wind output.

	Overall Market Impact
	Minimal to moderate depending on implementation rules.

	Consumer Impact
	None.


A ramp rate for Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) is necessary to protect system reliability.  It is also a traditional operational restriction placed on all other generation sources of significance in the ERCOT Region.
The proposed 10% per minute ramp rate seems to be a reasonable starting point, however, this ramp rate may not be conservative enough to address all situations, and it may be possible to relax this rate under other conditions.  However, implementing this 10% per minute limit should be done as soon as possible while study continues to determine the best ramping solution for wind generation, with special attention given to the significant increase in wind generation projected in this and subsequent years.  
The limitation of the wind ramp to only be used after being release from deployment is overly restrictive and should be removed.  Ramps on any generation source enhance reliability, wind is no exception.  Deployment alone does not address the complete risk to grid stability.
Evidence shows that overly aggressive wind generation up ramping has negatively impacted reliability.  An example is July 8th, 2008, when wind outstripped down regulation resources.  This ramp rate limit would have significantly mitigated this problem. 
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


None.
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