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2009 CSC Recommendation
1. Background
Protocol Section 7.2.1 requires ERCOT Staff to conduct an annual analysis to determine the upcoming year’s Commercially Significant Constraints (CSCs).  This analysis may include a transfer study, an evaluation of past congestion costs, and a projection of congestion costs for the upcoming year; ERCOT’s analysis included all of these features.  ERCOT developed various scenarios to address Market Participant questions and requests.
2. Discussion
2.1. West to North Stability Limit
The West to North stability limit and CSC limit are independent of each other and have different interfaces.  ERCOT Staff believes that the Stability Limit will be the same regardless of where the CSC limit interface is located.  There may, however, be an impact on how congestion is resolved because the distribution factors on these two CSC interfaces may be different.
2.2. Review of Scenarios
ERCOT Planning and Operations Staff reviewed all scenarios prepared and provided to Market Participants.  Although it appears that moving the West to North and North to West CSC interface west has merit because it may seem to be operationally easier to manage.  ERCOT has concerns that moving the West to North and North to West CSC to Long Creek - Graham and Long Creek - Cookfield may lead to the need for backing down wind generation in order to allow Graham to run.
3. Recommendation
It is ERCOT’s recommendation that Scenario 3b which is a four zone cluster and includes the Singleton Switch Station be adopted as the CSCs for 2009 as follows: 
North to Houston CSC
Singleton-Obrien and Singleton-TH Wharton 345-kV double circuit
North to South and South to North CSCs 
Lake Creek-Temple and Tradinghouse-Temple Pecan Creek 345-kV double circuit
West to North and North to West

Graham –Benbrook and Graham –Parker 345-kV double circuit
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