2009 CSC Comments – Compiled

21 July, 2008

Comments were received from CenterPoint, Direct Energy and Luminant Energy.

CenterPoint comments:  [Manny Muñoz]

2009 CSCs:

CenterPoint Energy supports the alternative that keeps the Houston zone and that re-defines the N-H CSC with the Singleton - Obrien and Singleton - THW 345 KV double circuit. Alternatives 3a through 3d also incorporate this configuration and CenterPoint Energy would support any of these alternatives as well.
Direct Energy Comments offers the following comments:  [Mark Garrett]
After reviewing Scenarios #3d, 3e, and 5, DE believes it might be time to look at the West in another light.  We would like to consider scenarios with five zones and the following CSCs:

1) Singleton - THW/O'Brien

2) Tradinghouse / Lake Creek - Temple / Pecan Creek

3) Graham - Parker / Benbrook

4) either:

· Graham - Tonkawa

· Graham - Murray

· Paint Creek - Radium

Luminant Energy offers the following comments:  [Larry Gurley]
We appreciate the scenarios that ERCOT has provided for the upcoming CMWG meeting on July 22.  After reviewing the scenarios we would like [to] add one additional scenario to be computed by ERCOT and believe that this scenario would be beneficial for discussions at the meeting. 

We would like to see a “slight variation” to scenario 3C, in which the existing West to North / North to West CSC would be replaced by the CSC double circuit of Graham (bus number 1430) to Cook Field (bus number 1442) and Graham (bus number 1430) to Long Creek (bus number 1435).

We believe that the justification for this proposal is based upon:

· The 2009 summer peak case shows a substation that is being installed between Graham and Long Creek, called the Cook Field station, which is referenced on row number 77 of the May 12th, TPIT worksheet.  

· There is a new 165 MW wind facility that will connect to this station.

· The station is scheduled to be completed in October 2008, thus be operational the entire 2009 calendar year.

The possibility that the currently constraining element from Abilene Mulberry Creek to Long Creek will move to the Graham to Cook Field line section once the new station and wind generation are both installed.

Austin Energy comments:  [Steven Havemann]
1) Goldthwaite-Evant 138kV line is rated at 128 MVA and is a West to South CSC for Scenarios 3a, 3c and 3e.  The West to South CSC delta Shift factor is 3.9% for Scenarios 3a, 3c and 3e.  This is much lower than the 34% to 37% delta shift factors on the other CSCs.

ERCOT recommends using a 3% PTDF between zones to determine if a line should be excluded from the list of CREs.  Is ERCOT recommending that the 3% PTDF also apply to CSCs?

2) From the 2009 CSC Study, Scenario 3a: "a West-South CSC was represented using the Goldthwaite-Evant 138-kV line.  The Goldthwaite-Evant 138-kV line was chosen since it is the only section of the Brownwood-Lampasas 138-kV line that is not scheduled to be upgraded by the end of 2008."

Based on the above statement, is ERCOT planning to recommend that the Goldthwaite-Evant 138 kV line be upgraded by December 2008?

ERCOT response:

ERCOT provided Scenarios 3a – 3f at the request of Market Participants and is not making its recommendation at this time.
