Proposed Change to Allow ERCOT Operations Flexibility in Issuing a Media Appeal for Voluntary Energy Conservation

· After reviewing Section 4 in the ERCOT Operating Guides, it has been determined by OWG that ERCOT already has flexibility in determining the need to use a media appeal for voluntary energy conservation with the exception of a bullet in EECP Step 2.
· On page 16, Section 4.5 of the Guides, ERCOT (at ERCOT management’s discretion) can at any time issue an appeal through the public media for voluntary energy conservation.

· It was suggested at OWG that if the #4 bullet in EECP Step 2 were deleted, ERCOT management would have the flexibility in issuing an appeal through the media for voluntary energy conservation.  
· The rationale in making this change is to allow ERCOT to use voluntary energy conservation in situations where a longer period of voluntary energy conservation may be needed,  but not use in situations that are anticipated to be short term or a remedy is on the way to solve the problem.  

· An ERCOT Operating Guide revision request will be needed for this change.  It is probable that a PRR will be needed as well.  Also, the Protocols and Guides will need to be reviewed for changes wherever EECP Step 2 details are written.

· Pages 16 & 17 of the ERCOT Guides are copied below to show that ERCOT Operations management already has flexibility in the use of an appeal through the public media for voluntary energy conservation.  By deleting bullet #4 in EECP Step 2, ERCOT would be able to make the media appeal whenever determined necessary.
Reference:  Protocol Section 5.6.6.1, Emergency Electric Curtailment Plan (EECP)
At times it may be necessary to reduce electrical demand because of a temporary decrease in available electricity supply.  To provide orderly, predetermined procedures for curtailing demand during such emergencies, ERCOT will initiate and coordinate the implementation of the Emergency Electric Curtailment Plan following the EECP Steps set forth below in Section 5.6.7, EECP Steps.

The objective of the EECP is to provide for maximum possible continuity of service while maintaining the integrity of the ERCOT Transmission Grid in order to reduce the chance of cascading outages.

ERCOT’s operating procedures shall meet the following goals while continuing to respect the confidentiality of market sensitive data:

(1) Use of the market to the fullest extent practicable without jeopardizing the reliability of the ERCOT system;

(2) Use of Responsive Reserve Services and other Ancillary Services to the extent permitted by ERCOT System conditions;

(3) Maximum use of ERCOT System capability;

(4) Maintenance of station service for nuclear Generation Resource Facilities;

(5) Securing of startup power for Generation Resources;

(6) Operation of power Generation Resources during loss of communication with ERCOT;

(7) Restoration of service to critical Loads in the manner defined in the Operating Guides; and

(8) 
Restoration of service to all Customers following major system disturbances, giving priority to the larger groups of Customers.
ERCOT shall be responsible for coordinating with QSEs and TDSPs to monitor system conditions, initiating the EECP steps, notifying all QSEs, and coordinating the implementation of the EECP Steps while maintaining transmission security limits.

ERCOT, at management’s discretion, may at any time issue an appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation.
During the EECP, ERCOT has the authority to obtain energy from BtB Ties or Block Load Transfers (BLTs) from non-ERCOT Control Areas when capacity is available.
Some of the EECP Steps will not be applicable if transmission security violations exist. There may be insufficient time to implement all Steps in sequence, but to the extent practicable, ERCOT will use Ancillary Services which bidders have made available in the market to maintain or restore reliability.

Reference:  Protocol Section 5.6.7, EECP Steps

Step 1 — Maintain ERCOT Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) on units plus RRS MW provided from LaaR Equal to 2300 MW.  
ERCOT will:

(1)
Utilize available DC tie capability that is not already being used by the market;

(2)
Notify the Southwest Power Pool Security Coordinator; and

(3)
Issue OOM dispatch instructions to uncommitted units available within the expected timeframe of the emergency.
(4)

Use available BtB import capacity that is not already being used and inquire about availability of Block Load Transfers.
QSEs will:

(1)  
Notify ERCOT of any resources uncommitted but available in the timeframe of the emergency.

Step 2 — Maintain ERCOT Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) on units plus RRS MW Provided from LaaR Equal to 1750 MW.  
In addition to measures associated with Step 1, ERCOT will:

(1)
Instruct TDSPs to reduce Customers Load by using distribution voltage reduction measures, if deemed beneficial by the TDSP;

(2)
Instruct QSEs to deploy all Responsive Reserve, which is supplied from Load acting as a Resource (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays);

(3)
With the approval of the affected Non-ERCOT control area, may instruct TDSPs to implement BLTs, which transfer Load from the ERCOT control area to Non-ERCOT control areas.  Use of a BLT will be defined in the ERCOT Operating Guides; and


Step 3 – Maintain system frequency at 60 Hz:

Following deployment of the measures associated with Steps 1 and 2, ERCOT will deploy all available EILS Resources as a single block via a single Verbal Dispatch Instruction to all QSEs providing EILS. 

