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	Comments


	Overall Market Benefit
	Will insure system reliability 

	Overall Market Impact
	Will reduce unneeded expenditures

	Consumer Impact
	Will result in increased resource costs which may increase costs to consumers


The purpose of these comments is to convert the Operating Guide to a relay standard and not a performance standard; to make it clear that we are talking about voltages at the point of interconnection; and, lastly, to allow for additional equipment protection for generators experiencing significant low voltages.

	Revised Proposed Guide Language


3.1.4.1

PGC Data Reporting

The PGC’s reporting QSE shall provide the following information to ERCOT Control Area Authority at the times specified:

	TIME
	INFORMATION

	Every 10 seconds
	· Generation net MW output

· Generation net MVAR

· Status of switching devices in switchyard

· Generating unit breaker status

· Generating unit High Operating Limit

· Generating unit Low Operating Limit

	Daily
	· Planned unit status,

· Planned unit capability (both hourly and daily), 

· Fuel limitations.

The reporting Entity will promptly report this condition to ERCOT Control Area Authority

	Annually
	· Seasonal capability where applicable,

· Planned maintenance schedules.  

This information shall be updated when it changes. 

	Upon request
	· Fuel capability as described in Section 6.2.7, Unit Alternative Fuel Capability Operating Guide Form, in conjunction with an Operating Condition Notice, Alert, Advisory, or Emergency Notice,


Each generator at a generation facility shall have its turbine’s automatic speed governor in service when the generator is   in normal operation.  Testing and regulation performance of the speed governor shall be in accordance with Section 2.2.5, Turbine Speed Governors, of these Operating Guides.  The generator operator is required to notify the ERCOT Control Area Authority, through its QSE, if the operation of speed governors is impaired.

Each generation facility providing an Ancillary Service shall provide output consistent with the requirements of that Ancillary Service and ERCOT instructions.

In the event of an ERCOT declared Emergency, ERCOT may require the QSE to notify the generation facility through the reporting Entity and require it to increase or decrease generation or change voltage and reactive requirements in accordance with the Protocols.  The generation facility shall use its best efforts in meeting these required output levels in order that the ERCOT System can maintain safe and reliable operation.

It is the responsibility of all generators to carry an operational share of reactive support to insure adequate and safe Voltage Profiles are maintained in all areas of ERCOT.  To accomplish this, the following requirements shall apply to each generation facility.

· Each generation facility shall have Automatic Voltage Regulators and power system stabilizers in service as defined in Section 3.1.4.5, Automatic Voltage Regulators and Power System Stabilizers, below.

· The generation facility shall be designed and operated consistent with its obligations to supply Voltage Support Service as required in the ERCOT Protocols and ERCOT Control Area Authority Procedures.

· ERCOT has the right and obligation to Dispatch the reactive output (Vars) of each generation facility within its design capability to maintain adequate transmission voltage in ERCOT.

· ERCOT and the TSP shall be notified of any equipment changes that affect the reactive capability of an operating generating unit no less than 60 days prior to implementation. Changes that decrease the reactive capability of the generating unit below the required level and changes that decrease the Voltage Ride-Through (VRT) capability of the plant must be approved by ERCOT prior to implementation.  “Voltage Ride-Through” is defined as the ability of a generation plant to remain connected to the transmission system for specified high voltage and low voltage conditions. 
· High reactive loading or reactive oscillations on generation units should be communicated to the QSE, the transmission operator, and ERCOT as soon as practicable.

· The tripping off line of a generating unit due to voltage or reactive problems should be reported to ERCOT, the transmission operator, and the QSE as soon as practicable.

Reference:  Protocol Section 6.10.2, General Capacity Testing Requirements (In Part)

QSEs shall provide ERCOT a list identifying each Generation Resource unit that is expected to operate more than one hundred sixty eight (168) hours in a Season as a provider of energy and/or Ancillary Services.  ERCOT shall evaluate, during each Season of expected operation, the Net Dependable Capability of each unit expected to operate more than one hundred sixty eight (168) hours during that Season, except for any Generation Resources used solely for energy services and whose capacity is less than ten (10) MW.  Prior to the beginning of each Season, QSEs shall identify the Generation Resources to be tested during the Season and the specific week of the test if known.  This schedule may be modified by the QSE (including retests) during the Season.  QSEs not identifying a specific week for a Generation Resource unit test must test the unit within the first one hundred sixty eight (168) hours of run time during the Season or operate with a Net Dependable Capability equal to the highest integrated hourly MWh output demonstrated during the first one hundred sixty eight (168) hours of run time.  QSEs do not have to bring units On-line or shut down solely for the purpose of the seasonal verification.  Any unit for which the QSE desires qualification to provide Ancillary Services shall have its Net Dependable Capability verified prior to providing services using the Generation Resource unit even if it fits the less than one hundred sixty eight (168) hour or small capacity exception.  The capability of hydro units operating in the synchronous condenser fast response mode to provide hydro Responsive Reserve shall be evaluated by Season.

Load acting as a Resource to provide Ancillary Services shall have its telemetry attributes verified by ERCOT annually.  In addition, once every two (2) years, any LaaR providing Responsive Reserve Service shall test the under frequency relay or the output from the solid-state switch, whichever applies, for correct operation.  However, if the Load’s performance has been verified through response to an actual event, the data from the event can be used to meet the annual telemetry verification requirement for that year and/or the biennial relay testing requirement…
3.1.4.6

Protective Relaying and Voltage Ride-Through (VRT) Requirement

The Facility’s generation machine characteristics and plant design shall incorporate the under-frequency firm Load shedding philosophy and criteria defined in Operating Guide 2.9, Requirements for Under-Frequency Relaying.  Inherent in this philosophy is the idea that all generators remain on line until all three steps of firm Load shedding have been executed.  In addition, Generation Resources must set generator voltage relays to remain connected to the transmission system during the following operating conditions:

· Generator voltages, at the point of interconnection, are within five percent (5%) of the rated design voltage and volts per hertz are less than one hundred five percent (105%) of generator rated design voltage and frequency;

· Generator voltage, at the point of interconnection, deviations exceed five percent (5%) but are within ten percent (10%) of the rated design voltage and persist for less than 10.0 seconds;

· Generator volts per hertz conditions, at the point of interconnection, are less than one hundred sixteen percent (116%) of generator rated design voltage and frequency and last for less than 1.5 seconds;

· Generation Resources are required to set generator voltage relays to remain in-service during all transmission faults with normal clearing (no more than nine (9) cycles) in accordance with Figure 1, Voltage Ride-Through Boundaries For Generating Units, below.  Faults on individual phases with delayed clearing (zone 2) may result in phase voltages outside this boundary but the  generator voltage relays are required to be set to remain connected and recover within the voltage recovery boundary of Figure 1. 

· Generation Resources’ voltage relays shall be set to remain interconnected during three-phase faults on the transmission system for a voltage level as low as zero volts with a duration no more than nine (9) cycles for 69 kV faults, seven (7) cycles for 138 kV faults, and four (4) cycles for 345 kV faults, as measured at the  point of interconnection as shown in Figure 1.  The clearing time requirement for a three-phase fault will be specific to the generating plant  point of interconnection, as determined by and documented by the transmission provider.  
· This requirement does not apply to faults that would occur between the generator terminals and the transmission voltage side of the generation step-up transformer or when clearing the fault effectively disconnects the generator from the system.

· Generation Resources may be tripped after the fault period if this action is intended as part of a special protection system.

· Generation Resources may meet the VRT requirements of Figure 1 by the performance of the generators or by installing additional equipment (e.g., Static VAr Compensator) within the generating plant or by a combination of generator performance and additional equipment.
· Generation Resources that have had over 50 seconds cumulative operation at below 10% voltage at the point of interconnection shall be allowed, with ERCOT’s approval, to set generator voltage relays to provide sufficient protection to the Generation Resource to comply with warranty requirements and to retain the expected life of the resource.
· Existing individual generator units that are, or have been, interconnected to the network at the same location on September 1, 2008 are exempt from meeting this VRT requirement for the remaining life of the existing generation equipment. Existing individual generator units that are replaced are required to meet the requirements of Figure 1.

· Existing individual generator units that meet the requirements of Figure 1 on September 1, 2008 shall continue to meet the requirements of Figure 1 for the remaining life of the existing generation equipment.
· Units that are part of a Generation Interconnect Agreement signed before September 1, 2008 are exempt from meeting this VRT requirement for the remaining life of the generation equipment.  

· Units that come into commercial operation less than twelve (12) months after September 1, 2008 are exempt from meeting this VRT requirement for the remaining life of the existing equipment.

· Units for which it can be shown to ERCOT that, before September 1, 2008, contracting, engineering, and procurement have proceeded to a point where it is commercially impractical to comply are exempt from meeting this VRT requirement for the remaining life of the generation equipment.  
· Normal communication status will be assumed.
· 
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Figure 1:  Voltage Ride-Through Boundaries For Generating Units
The generation Facility shall have protective relaying necessary to protect its equipment from abnormal conditions as well as to be consistent with protective relaying criteria as described in Section 7.2, System Protective Relaying.

Within thirty (30) days of ERCOT’s request, Generation Resources shall provide ERCOT with the operating characteristics of any generating unit’s equipment protective relay system or controls that may respond to temporary excursions in voltage with actions that could lead to tripping of the generating unit.

Generating Resources required to provide VSS shall have and maintain the following capability:

(1)
Over-excitation limiters shall be provided and coordinated with the thermal capability of the generator field winding and protective relays in order to permit short-term reactive capability that allows at least eighty percent (80%) of the unit design standard (ANSI C50.13-1989), as follows:

Time (seconds)

10
30
60
120

Field Voltage %

208
146
125
112

After allowing temporary field current overload, the limiter shall operate through the automatic AC voltage regulator to reduce field current to the continuous rating.  Return to normal AC voltage regulation after current reduction shall be automatic.  The over-excitation limiter shall be coordinated with the over-excitation protection so that over-excitation protection only operates for failure of the voltage regulator/limiter.

(2)
Under-excitation limiters shall be provided and coordinated with loss-of-field protection to eliminate unnecessary generating unit disconnection as a result of operator error or equipment misoperation.
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