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Objectives

●
 

FERC Rulings on Standards
●

 
Regional Delegation Agreements

●
 

Texas RE Standards Development Process
●

 
Regional Standards/ NERC Standards/Market Rules

●
 

Interpretation Request Submission Process
●

 
How to Participate

●
 

Reliability Standards Tracking Site
●

 
Regional Activities
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Major FERC Rulings related to Standards

Action Date

Delegation agreements are 
approved

April 19, 2007

Eighty-three NERC standards 
become mandatory and enforceable

June 18, 2007

Three additional NERC standards 
(FAC) become mandatory and 
enforceable

December 27, 2007

Eight critical infrastructure 
protection (CIP) Standards become 
mandatory and enforceable

January 18, 2008
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Regional Delegation Agreements

●
 

Delegated functions include
Compliance enforcement 
Development of regional standards or variances to 
the NERC Standards

●
 

Regional consistency is the key to
Transparency
Uniform outcomes
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Texas RE Standards Development Process

Exhibit C of the delegation 
agreement is the Texas RE 
Reliability Standards Development 
Process.

Locate the Texas RE standards 
development process (SDP) in the 
Reliability Standards section, 
under Planning and Procedures.
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Key Players in the Texas RE 
Standard Development Process

●
 

Requester
●

 
Reliability Standards Committee (RSC)

●
 

Reliability Standards Manager (RSM)
●

 
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS)

●
 

Standards Drafting Team (SDT)
●

 
Registered Ballot Body (RBB)

Ballot Pool (BP)
●

 
Texas RE Board of Directors (BOD)

●
 

North American Electric Reliability Corp. (NERC) 
Board of Trustees (BOT)

●
 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
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Regional Standards Process Overview

Requester RSC 
Process Owner

ROS

Subject Matter 
Experts (SMEs)

Standard 
Authorization 

Request ( SAR)

RSM

SDT
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Regional Standards Process Overview (cont.)

RSC 

Posting 
for Comments

SDT

RSM
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Regional Standards Process Overview (cont.)

RSC 

Vote by RBB/BP

SDT

RSM
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Regional Standards Process Overview (cont.)

RSC Texas RE BOD Stakeholders 
Vote 

RSM
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Regional Standards Process Overview (cont.)

RSM
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Regional Standards Process Overview (cont.)

Regional reliability standards, when approved by
FERC, shall be made part of the body of NERC
reliability standards.

A FERC-approved regional standard shall be
mandatory and enforceable upon all applicable bulk
power system owners, operators, and users within
the ERCOT region, regardless of membership in
the region.
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NERC Standards vs. Regional Standards



NERC Compliance Workshop
May 13, 2008

14

Regional Standards vs. Protocols and Guides

Regional Standards Protocols and Guides
Developed by NERC registered entities Developed by ERCOT region market 

participants
Facilitated and coordinated through 
Texas RE

Facilitated and coordinated by 
ERCOT ISO

FERC-

 

and NERC-approved process PUCT-approved process

Must be approved by Texas RE BOD, 
NERC BOT, and FERC

Approved by ERCOT ISO BOD and 
filed at PUCT

Mandatory and enforceable after FERC 
approval in ERCOT region

Enforceable after BOD approval 

Federal law State law

Violation of requirements that are in NERC/Regional Standards, ERCOT 
Protocols, and ERCOT Operating Guides could lead to penalties under both 
state and federal law.
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Regional Standards vs. NERC Standards

Regional Standards NERC Standards
Developed by NERC registered entities 
in ERCOT region

Developed by NERC registered 
entities in North America

Facilitated and coordinated through 
Texas RE

Facilitated and coordinated by NERC 
standards staff

FERC-

 

and NERC-approved process FERC-approved process

Must be approved by Texas RE BOD, 
NERC BOT, and FERC

Must be approved by NERC BOT and 
FERC

Mandatory and enforceable after FERC 
approval

Mandatory and enforceable after 
FERC approval

Federal law enforceable in ERCOT 
Region

Federal law enforceable on the 
continent wide basis

Must be more stringent than NERC 
standard
Must be justified technically
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Variance / NERC Standards / Regional Standards

NERC Continent- 
wide Standards 
(CWS)

Regional 
Standards 

Regional 
Variance

Exceptions*

*Must be justified

*

*
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Regional Standards/NERC Standards

The Commission shall give due weight to the technical
expertise of the Electric Reliability Organization with respect to
the content of a proposed standard or modification to a
Reliability Standard and to the technical expertise of a
regional entity organized on an Interconnection-wide basis
with respect to a Reliability Standard to be applicable within
that Interconnection, but shall not defer with respect to the
effect of a standard on competition.

From FERC Order 693
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Regional Standards/NERC Standards (cont.)

Locate FERC Order 693 
in the Reliability 
Standards section, 
under North American 
Electric Reliability 
Corporation Reliability 
Standards 
Documentation.
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Interpretations

●
 

NERC Standards
Send request letter to

 
NERC Standards Process

Manager 

●
 

Regional Standards 
Send request letter to

 
Reliability Standards Manager: 

rsm@texasre.org

●
 

Protocols 
Use the Protocol Interpretation Request Submission
Process

mailto:rsm@texasre.org
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Protocol Interpretation Request Submission 
Process

Locate the PIR 
Submission Process 
in the Market Rules 
section, under 
Protocols. 
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How to Participate 

Locate more information in 
Reliability Standards, in the 
Texas Regional Entity section, 
under Compliance.



NERC Compliance Workshop
May 13, 2008

22

How to Participate (cont.) 

Subscribe to the RSC 
mailing list on 
http://lists.ercot.com.
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How to Participate (cont.) 

Participate in Reliability 
Standards Committee 
and Standard Drafting 
Team meetings. 
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How to Participate (cont.)

Visit and register on the Reliability Standards
Tracking Site:

 
http://trackstandard.texasre.org/

●
 

Learn about new posted SARs
●

 
Track Texas RE standards activities  

●
 

Make comments
●

 
Vote

http://trackstandard.texasre.org/
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How to Participate (cont.)

To vote you must
send the Registered Ballot Body form

and
register on the Reliability Standards Tracking site
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Where to Find Standards-Related Forms

Locate forms in the 
Reliability Standards 
section, under Regional 
Reliability Standards 
Forms.
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Where to Send Forms



NERC Compliance Workshop
May 13, 2008

28

Reliability Standards Tracking Site
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Reliability Standards Tracking Site (cont.)
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Reliability Standards Tracking Site (cont.)



NERC Compliance Workshop
May 13, 2008

31

Reliability Standards Tracking Site (cont.)
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Reliability Standards Tracking Site (cont.)

Locate Membership in 
the Governance section 
of About ERCOT.



NERC Compliance Workshop
May 13, 2008

33

Reliability Standards Tracking Site (cont.)

You must confirm your registration by clicking on the link provided to 
you in the auto-generated e-mail.

Your registration for access to the Texas Regional Entity's Reliability Standards Tracking 
site has been approved by the Reliability Standards Manager.

To become the valid voter for your company, please send the Registered Ballot Body 
registration form (found on 
ttp://www.ercot.com/mktrules/compliance/tre/standards/index.html) to  the Reliability 
Standards Manager at rsm@texasre.org.

(Please note that each company may authorize only one individual

 

to vote.)

To confirm your registration, click here: 
http://trackstandard.texasre.org/texasre_rsvp/action/RegConfirmAction?type=Confirm&userI

 
d=257

Your voting status has been set to: VALID
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Regional Activities

●
 

SAR-001: ISO voting 

●
 

Comments accepted for the following posted 
SARs:

SAR-002: UFLS
SAR-003: FERC order to ERCOT waiver
SAR-004: CIP-001 – Expanding the Applicable 
Entity for Sabotage Reporting in ERCOT region
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Regional Activities (cont.)
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Questions?

You may also submit questions to information@texasre.org
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